5 


1 
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And Caszs, wherein the Grace of God 
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BREATHINGS 
OF CBD 


Forreign Proteſtants, 
DIVINES & Others: 


TO THE 3 
Miniſters and other able Chriſtians 


of theſe three NATIONS, | 
FOR A 


Practicall Divinity, 


hath more Eminently appeared amongſt us 
in theſe Iſlands, thenin the reft of the World beſides. 


Which Work hath been long in the Heads and Hearts of 
many Worthy Mento be undertaken, as appeareth by a Letter 
written to D* Ver, who much approved the ſame, | 


And an Eſſay of a Model! of the ſaid Body of Divinity, by 7. D. 
Highly approved by D* George Horne, Profeſſor of the 


Univerſity of LE YDE N.: 


Together with an Expedient tendered 'for the entertainment of 
Strangers, who arc Proteſtants, and by their means to adyance 
the Goſpel unto their ſeveral Nations and Quarters, 


Humbly tendered to his Highneſs, the next Parliament, 
| and che good People of the Land. 
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London, Printed for T.&4derbill, ax the Anchor in Pau's Church-yard..1658. 
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EDDY AIRY III DUTT 


Q 


To the 
GODLY & LEARNED 


Profeſlors and Heads of Colledges 


In the two Famous 


UNIVERSITIES 


| OF THE 
Common- wealth of England. 


J Efere ever this Requeſt was made by Forrain Prote- 
| ffants to our Worthies in England, and when 1 was at 
the Univerſity of Cambridge many years ago, the Nee 
ceſſity of ſuch a Work. as #4 here implored, was made 
apparent unto me, and my wiſhes antearneſt endeavours 
were made awake towards it; but'then theyg was no a 
pearance that ever any ſuch thing conld, oF ſhrnld be 
brought to paſſe : yer ſince we have ſeen greater and more nnexpetted mat- 
ters accompliſhed, beth in reference to Religion, and to the Civil Govern- 
ment, 1 hope we are in 4 fair way to ſee yet greatey things bronght forth, 
and things of Peace and Comfort to all the Chyrches, which may prove to 
be the foundations of many Gemtrations. Foy as the hope of the Hypocrite 
ſhall periſh, and be like unto the giving up of the ghoft ; ſo the deſire of the 
Righteous ſhall be fulfilled, - aud he ſhall not bs aſhamed of his hopes , becauſer 
the Promiſe s, that he who hungers and thirſts for Righreouſneſſe, ſhall 
be ſatisfied. | | 

Now the Work which « here ſued for by the Forrain Miniſters, 1s m- 
thing clſe brut the knowledge of that way of Righteraſneſſe which Ced hath 
prepared for his Saints to walk_ in, that they may have Communion with 
him in his Kingdom. Therefore Iam very conffacnt that i” will be fo fully 
revealed aud made known, that a man ( as the Prophet ſauth ) though a 
fool ſha!! not erre therein. And becanſe- the Lord hath given unto you 
A 2 who 


The Preface. 


wvour the accompliſhment of their requeſt ; Think my ſelf bonnd in 


Conſcienceat this ſeaſonable time, to offer it to pious thoughts, 
in the expreſſe words of their own Petition, and in fome Confidera- 
tions which I have annexed unto atter thereof, 

Therefore in the firſt place, you Thall find bere a Copy of their Pe- 


tition in Latine, with the ſeveral ſubſcriptions, whereof the Original 


writingsarc in my hand, which I have putin Engliſh to ſatisfie Vul+ 


gar Capacities : Then in Ph ſecond_place, you will find.three conſt- 


Cerable matters concerning this ſute repreſented unto you. 

I. Whatis meant by a Body of Practical Divinity. -—_ 

2. What the Reaſons are, for which it ought to be publiſhed. 

3. How the Work may be effeRted, and imparted unto thoſe that 
have ſued for it at our hands. - | 

-Which having endeavoured to make you ſenſible of, as a Work 
moſt acceptable unto God, moſt ſutable to the Goſpel, moſt profi- 
table unto the Godly, very uſefull unto all, very honourable unto 
theſe our Churches, 8nd not difficult ic it ſelf to be effefted, if ie re- 
ceive but a little Countenance, I ſhall by the farther proſecution there- 
of, as God ſhall give me addreſſes and opportuaities, reſt ſatisficd in 
this ( whatever the ſucceſſe and event may be) that have notbeen 
wanting to the diſcharge of my duty, norto the deſires of the faich- 
full, ſo farre as God hath enabled me to proceed towards the ac- 
ging of the ſame. And thus commending to the grace of 

thy ſenſe of this buſinele, I (hall ſabſcribs wy ſelf thy Servant 


Fohn Day. 


ts 4 F EN" 
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Ecclefiarum Magnz Bricanniz atqz Hyberniz patropis & Anti- 
ſtibus Primariis, Eximus Det ſervis, atq; Ecclefiz Laborantis 
in Germania fautoribus Colendiffimis, fit Gratia & Pax 4 Deo Pa- 


cre, & Domino noſtco Jeſu Chriſto per Spiriciis ſagti Communionen, 
AMEN, 


made Tucrſa Spirits Dei dona membris Eccleſie diverſis eſſe conceſſa, & ſacra 
J oracula teſtamur, ex res ipſa loquitur; finem tamen eundem communis 
&E dificationis mutuzq,; ul:litatis tiquet Patri luminum, datori omnis dont 
pe: fr :, propoſutum eſſe in omnium donorumlargitione, Apoſtolus cam dicit, 
Unicuig; datam eflc Spirits declarationem Teds 79 7ugtery : & alibi 
jubemar, Ur quiſqz accepit donum, it2 alius in alium ilJud ſubminiſtrer,ut decer benos 
gratiz Dei diverlz 2txovopues- Talentum enim quod a Deo finguli accepimus, fidei noſtre 
commiſſnm ct, ut Nas difpeaſatarts fafti, non illud defodiamus, ut nequam ie ſtruns, 
interram ; ſed ad Dominz cmolumentum impendamn, ut cum fidelibns eyus ſervis, plura 
1114 Domino quam aobit ipfis lucrifacere talenta poſſimus. 

Hec «& iþttant, Iluftres, Ctarifſimiq; V iris Reverend: ſſimtq;, atq; Reverends in Chriſts- 
Parcs + Fratits, ut cunt nob's certh inaotwerit inter Eccleſtas magne Britannia, De- 
ftrinam Theologie Praftice multarum pie Dottorum Ecclefie wire Antiftitum publicis 
ſcriptis egrezis excultan ce, atq;, ad uſum Popularem inſigmier accomodatam, atq; tam 
{olummods lngue vifire Cancellis tanguam reconditum ab exteris Nationbug theſaurum 
contiaeri, or aſſerugri,maximanq; wilnatem ad omnes Eccleſias Chriftianas, preſertim 
autem Evangelicas redundaturam, fi que vobis in hoc genere grommets ſunt, publicentur, 
ita ut ab ias quag, legi ov intelligi poſſnt, ut (inquam, cam hec ita ſe babeant) Iluſtiita- 
tibus atq;, Reverentius Veſiris yotum noitrum ac defiderium aperiamns, atq; per ſantle 
Commiunionis in Chriſto viaculum, fraterneq, libertatis Parrbefram rogenues, vos pr k 
fu9 quot inter Eccleſcar um Reffores, Proteftores, & Fautares tffis edificationis Publice 
verd fludioſi, ut permiitatis has Talentum tam pretioſum ulterigs abſtond; gy occultari ab 


 Exoticorum manibus gx ocutlis, ſed velitis pro prudentia veſtra, pro ferventis erga frattr= 


nas Eccleſias Charitatis, ac liberalis ſtiud/i erga Nei gloriam in Evangelii propag atione, pio - 
xtlo + affe(tu veftro rationen aliquam inire commadam, qus Mcdulla Authorumin illg- 
geneve apud ves extantium oy eminentium tx omnibus collefta in volumen aliquod caxji- 
ciatur, fius Locorum Communium, five Siftematis Theolozie prattice, quod publici Juris 
ſit,e&- omnium manibus teri poſit lingua not4 & dotoribus commun : Audivimis payca 
quedam in Belgicum ſeramonens c[e tranſlata, que magne uſui ſint illis Excleſiis + Theo- 
logie findinfes. | 
RS _ iute/ nes Germauico idiomate editus libellus ex Anelico verſus a8 Prax: 
Puctatis itz omnes afſicit Pietatis Cultores, ut inde religions que in pura modeſfian; wi- 
tatis celeftis profeſſione conſiftit, acceſſionem prrymagnam fieri conſtet. Idebq; (þrraye nobis 
leet, fs huic noſtrewote accedat per was favar requiſitus, ut facils inter vefirates (qt$- 
bas ad hee &- ſimilia b:neficia Egclefe ſue preianda pre aliis tranquilltatemin hſce 
turbis, &x facultates conteſſſſe videtur divina clementia) inveniantur aliqui, qui coll; 
gendis, transferendis, dixerendis, atque euulzandis Authorum precipuis ſcriptis ef me- 
ditationubus pratficis nou eravate ſuas impendant operas, ſunumg; talmntum fi id ſuadebs- 
Us; unde fulurum confidimus, ut inſignt Regnum Dei increment um accipiat, ſi 60rpu's ah- 
ſolutum talis deftrine exiſtet ex weſtris ſcriptoribus in quo tam ix Theologia. Tyr ones Jen 
h f :0Þ, 


” 


Contentionis ad Gharitatss non filte affe its revocari poterunt multorum animi, ex quo 
_ tangdemſuturum fit, ut ad Denm imprums gloria ex gratiarum attio, ad Evangelii profeſ- 


ui, quim' Feelefrarum vavii Poſtores Contionum ſuarum materiem invenire poſſint, ediff- 
£41108 gulls wtiliorem quam illa oft que hodie in ſcriptis Polemics occurrit : it2 a fiudio 


ſores cum Santtitatis & Pictatis ſtudio, Pax & Concordia, ad Eccleſias puplica edifica- 
110, ad ſimpliciorcs pia Eruditio, ad pies affiiftes, ſolida Spiritds Conſolatio; ad errantes 
e&+ devins, ſalutaris Converſio; ad ſecures ex carnales, vivida conſcientie exuſcitat.o, 
ad Hypocritas & obſtinatos,clara perwerſitatis ſue convittie;ad omnes etiam poſterss, major 
lux vertatis peryeniat ; & ad illos denique qui ſuum in hoc ſtudio Talentum collocabunt 
ad Regni Dei Prometionem, accedat illa vox quondam glorioſa & beata I Domino, qui 
ratzonem accepts Talcats confeyct nobiſcum, Bene eft,Scrve bone ex Fidelis, inexignofuiſti 
fiaclis, ſuper multa te conſttuam : Ingredere in Gaudium Doxuni txi, 

Brod gaudium omnibrs iis quibus potulatum hoc noſtrum paiefie: gh gratum erit.cum 
omni corporal felicitate ex animo vovemus, Valete in Domino Viri Exceliemes, atque 
emnt honore nobis colcndi, Dabantur Hanoviz 24. Febr, Anno 1633, 


Joann's Daniel Wildius, Verbi Divin,Min. | Clemens Boeſins , Eccleſiz Gallice Neo- 
& Ecclefiz Hazovice InſpeRor. Hanovice Paſtor. 
Theodorus Lenrelins, Ecclelix Hanovice | Iſaacus Boots, Paſtor Ecclefiz. Flandrice, 


Miniſt. quz Chriſto colligitur Hanovie, 
Conradus Ammonius, Concionator Auli- | Mattheus Rowyer, Eccleliz Gallice Neo- 
cus, ibid. 1 Han, Paſter, | 


Paulus ref anus,S.Theolog.D.& Scnariis | M. Philippus Pareus Davidis Filius,Illuftris 
Ecclefiaſtici itt inferiori Palatizatu wo Gymnaſii Haxovienſis Retor & Pro- 
Gorali Aſleſlor, fc{ſor. , | 


- Beſides theſe, whohad a mecting in the City of Hanaw (whereunto I was called 
arthe time above written, purpoſcly ro offer rhis Perition unto me,and to cngage me 
to followir for them) ethers there were, who having becn made acquainted with this 
defire of the forenamed Divines, did alſo joyn in the ſame ſuir by purting their hands 
ro another Paper of the ſame Tenor at Herborn, and in ſome other places in March 


and April the ſame year 1633. Their names are theſe following : 


Petrus Streithagen,Sereniſſ. Regis Boheme 
bcatz tnemoriz Concionator. Aulicus. 

Joh. Moriaen, V.Div.quondam apud #bjos 
Min.ſubſcriphiFrazcofurt, 23 April 1633. 

Philippus $ uabclius, Hoinge Solmenſis Ec- | 
cleliz Parriz Paſtor, 

Foban. Conradus Hopifins, V.D. Miniſt. in 
Comitatu Hanov., in Marchabel, Exul, 

Perutile hoc Propoſitum & commune fra- 
erum Germans/um vorum, mea quoque 
ſubſcriprione confirmare volui ego Hen- | 
ricus Meerbottius P.F.Paftor Stresbrom 

Ladenburg/cx5,in Elga,Palalinalu, 


Fohan,Irlin, Theol, Doft. Scholz Herbs- 
nenſis Re&or & Profeſſor, Ecclehiz cjuſ- 
dem Paſtor,& Vicinarum Naſſovicarum 
InſpeRor, 1s 

M* Caſparus Stippius, Eccleſiz Siegenenſis 
Archidiaconus ; qui ſuo & reliquoruna 
frarrum in Comitara Naſſovico Sitgt- 

| enſi,nomine ſubſcripſir, 

Fohannes Arcularins, Ecclefiz Beilſteinſis 
Paſtor,qui ſuo & reliquorum fratrum in 
Comitatu Nafſovico Buulftemenſs & Gr- 
aenſs ſubſcriplie, - 

Thomas Ders, Paſtor Altenhirchenſis nomi- 


| nc Ecclefiarum Comitarus Sainenſis, 
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This Letter in Engliſh ſpeaks thus : 


To the chief Patrons and Ralers of the Churches of Great Brittaine 
And Ireland, rhe eminent ſervants of God, and moſt refþefled favonrers 
of the diſtreſſed Church in Germany, be Grace and Peace from God 
| the Father and our Lird Jeſus Chriſt, through the Communion 

| of the Holy Ghiſt, Amen. 


Lrhough it is atteſted by the Holy Oracles, and the thing it ſelf doth ſpeak 
A it. that cothe ſeverall Members of the Church, ſeverall gifts of Gods Spiric 
arc beſtowed ; yet it is evident, that the Father of Lights, the giver of every 
perte& gitr, doth in the diſtribution of all his gifts, propoſe unto himſelf bur one 
and the {amc cnd. which is the common edification and mutual uſcfulneſs of all ug- 
to cach othcr, For the Apoſtle ſaich, Thar the manifeſtation of the Spit it is given t» 
every one to profit withall ; and elſewhere we are commanded, As every one hath 
received rhe gift, even ſo to miniſter the ſame unto one another, as good Stewards 
of the manifold grace of God : For the Talent which every one' of us have received 
of God, is committed to our truſt, that we being made diſtriburcrs thereof, ſhould nor 
hide it in the ground,as that unprefitable ſcryant did, but employ it to the advantage 
of our Lord, that with ſuch ſervants as arc faithfull unto him we may gain more Ta- 
lents, both to our Maſters uſc,and to vur ſclves. | 
Thcte things, Huftrious and Rz:nowncd Gentlemen, Moſt Reverend and Reveren- 
ced Fathers and Brethren, are alledged, rothe end that we may acquaint you with 
our wiſhes and deſires, that ſeeing we are certaiply informed, that in the Chutches of 
Great Brittain, the Dodrine of Praica)l Divinity, by the publique Writings of 
many godly wile Miniſters of your Churches, is brought to a great perfeRion, and 
rhar it is excellently fitted for the uſe of the Common people, | 50 yet kept up as an 
hidden Treaſure from the eyes of Forrcin Nations, within the bounds of your own 
language alone ; and thar a very great benefit would accrue unto all Chriſtian 
Churches, and chicflyro thoſe that profefſe the putity of the Golpe], if ſo be thoſe 
things which are peculiar unto you were publiſhed, ſo as by them they might allobe 
read and underſtood : Sceing (we ſay) theſe things are fo, our purpoſe is to acquaint 
your Honours and Worthips with our wiſhes and defices; and by the bond of holy 
Communion in Chriſt, and with chat cogygene® of ſpeech which our brotherly free- 
dom deth ſuggeſt, ro intreat you (you Mhicfly who being Rulers, Protectors and 
Fayourers of the Churches.and are truly defirous to cd;fic the publique) that ye would 
not ſuffer ſo precious a Talent to be hid and concealed any longer from the hands 
and cyes of Forrciners; bur that ye would, according to the pious zeal and atfeRion 
of terveat Charity which ye have toward your Brother- Churches, and the bountifull 
care which ye have for the Glory of God in the propagation of the Goſpel, rake 
ſome convenient comſez, by which the Marrow of theſe Authors; which in thatkind 
are c>ſtanr amongſt you, and are of chict Note, may be garhercd out of all ;nto one 
Volume, cither of Common places, or ot a body, of Praciicall D.vinity, which may 
be publiſhed and made uſe of by all in a tongue known and common to the learn:d. 


Y We 


We have heard that ſomefew things have been tranſlated into the low Dutch lan- 
guage, whichare of great ule unto thoſe Churches, and: thc ir S$chollars of Diviniy: 
Of late allo there is a little Book of the Praiſe of Picty,tranflared our of Engliſh 
| into our Germanue rongue, which hath taken {o much with many godly fouls, that we 
End thereby -wroughs in thear a, very, great growh ob that, Religious diſpolition, 
which doth confilt in a pure and mod: it Profeſſion of heavenly truth ; for which cauſe 


we do hope, that-if our- wiſhes, may ebtain by your! nneas.che. favour which ivdvfired, 


thar ſome of your Mcn (to whom God ſeemerh mercifully to haye given in the midft 
of theſe troubles, buth q'1ictnefle and means ro.conferre rheſe and ſach like benc firs 
unto his Chinich} will cetily. be found, who withour difficulty will ac your perfwaſi- 
on, beſtow their pains and rheir. Talents, re Colle, xo Tranſlate, ro Digeſt, and to 
publiſh the chief praRical Writings and Mrdications of your Authors, Whence we arc 
confident this will come to paſle, that the Kingdom of God will receive a norable in- 
largement,. if a compleat Body of ſuch Do&rine our of your Writers were pur forth ; 
wherein, as well the young Schollars of Divinity for their Studies, as many Paſtors 
of the Churches for their Sermons, might fad matter far more uſcfull unto edificati- 
on, then thar is, which now adaics is m2t withall in Controverſal Writings, So thar 
by this means, the minds of many men may be drawn back from the endeavours of 
rife, .unro rhe affeFtions of unfained Chariry ; whence afterward this will follow, 
thac unto God in the fiſt place, Glory and thankſgiving will redound 3 and then 
unto the Profeflors of the Goſpel, with the care of holinefleand picty,peace and con- 
cord , to the Churches, publique Edification ; to the fimpledert, pious learning ; to 
the godly-and affliced, ſound fpiriruall comfort ; to the erring, and ſuch as go aſtcay, 


ſaving Converſion ; to ſuch as are ſecure and carnall, a lively JORng of rheir ' 


Conſcience ; to the Hypocrires and ſtubborn ſinners, a clear diſcovery of their per- 
verſnefs; and to all the Gencrations to come, a greater light ef truth will be ad- 
vanced ; and laſtly, unto thoſe that ſhall beſtow they Talent towards this endeavour 
for the advancement of Gods Kingdom, whcn he ſhall call us ro an account of the 
Talent which we have received from him, thar glorious and blefied voyce (all then. 
come from the Lord unto them, it done thox good _and faithfull ſervant, thou baſt 
been ſaithſu} in a ſew things, I will make thee Kultr over many things ; enter into the 
Joy of thy Lord : which joy we wiſh from our heart,. rogether with all remporal hap- 
p'nefs ro all thoſe to whom our requeſt ſhall be made known, and with whom ir ſhall 
tind acceptance. Te 

Farewell in the Lord cxcellent Gentlemen, whom with all reſpe& wearc bound 
ro worſhip, 
Given at Hanaw 234. Fibr, Anno 1633, By 


Fobn Daniel Wildius,, Miniſter of Gods | Clemens Bocſius, Paſtor of the French 
Word, and Inſp:Qor of the Chuuches | Church in_Ncw Hanaw, 


. of Hogaw. | Iſaacus Boots, Paſtor of the Flanders 
Theodorus Lenreliuns , Preacher of the | Church, which is gathered unto Chritt 
Church of Hanaw. | in Haaaw, . 
* Conradns Ammonius, Preacher to the | Matthew Rowyrr, Paſtor of the French 
Court of the ſame place. Church at New Hanaw, 


Paxlus Tofſanus,Dofor in Divinity, & an | M.Philppus Parens, Son to David,Retor 
Aficlor of the Eccleſiaſtical Scnatein | and Profefior of che famous Colledge 
the lower ElcQoral Palatinar, of Hazaw, 


At 


4 +460 


March, and elſewh 


Ar Herborge in 


Petrus Streithagen, Preacher to the Court | 
of rhe moſt Illuſtrious King of Bobemia 
of bleficd Memory. | 

Fohn Moriacu, formerly Preactier of Gods \ 
Word amongſt thoſe of {ollen, 1 did 
underwrite this at Francofurt,z 3 April, 
Anno 1632, 

Philip Suabelins, of Hoing, in the County 

of Solms, Preacher to his Native Church, | 

Folm Conradus Hopifins, Miniſter of the 
Word of God in the County of Hanaw 
in Mcrcabel an exiled Palacin, 

I Henry Mecrbottiys, for the picſent time 


| 


ere in April, in the ſame year 1633, 
' the ſame ſure was renewed by theſe 2 


| 


: 


- 


Fobn Ir{in, DoRor of Divinity, ReAor and 
Prefeflor of the Schoolof Herbon, Pa- 
ſtor of the Church of the ſame place, 
and Irfpetac. of the- acighbouring 
Churches of Naſſaw. 
* Caſparts Slippixs Arch-Deacon of the 
Church of.S$iezen, who ſubſcribed in his 
own name, and in the name of the reſt 
of his Brethren, in the-Ceunty of Sir- 
_ gen in Naſſaw, F- 
Fobn Arcularins, Paſtor of the Church of 
Beilſtein , who ſubſcribed in his.own 
name,and in the name of the reſt of his 


M 


Brethren in the Counties of Bewlſtern & 
Oxcn in Naſſaw.”' 
Thomas Derx, Paſtor of Altenkirch, inthe 
name of the Churches of the County 
of Sainen. 


| 


His Letter doth ſufficiently (peak for ir ſelf ; and the perſons who did offer ir, 
were in thoſe parts none of the leaſt cenſiderable Proreſtants, nor is rheiy num- 
- ber ſmal}, if you rake norice of the'Churches in whoſe name ſomehave ſubſcribed : 
and although rhe time fiance it was offered, may ſeem ſomewhat long. ycr becauſe rhar 
which hitherto could be done to obtain their deſire, hath nor been negleRed,though 
by ſeveral invincible impediments obſtru&ed, 'becauſe the expeRation of obtaining 
it, is not yaniſhed, bur ar this time raiſed: and becauſe ſuch a ſuir as this can never 
be our of date ri!] ir be fulfilled ; nay although the firſt Petitioners ſhould all be 
dead, it ought not the lefle conſcienably to be regarded” by thoſe ro whom ic is made, 
becauſe it doth not ar all concern any temporal, or ſs much the particular conveni- 
ence of thoſe that make ir, as the ſpiritual edification, and general benefit of all che 
Churches of God, arid of rhe ages ro come in the Goſpel, 1 ſay, becauſe of all rhcſec 
conſiderations, and more that might be added,therefore I am willing to ſecond their 
requeſt, as I am many waies bound to do; and to thareffeR, 1 ſhall firſt ſhew my 
ſenſc of the Body of Divinity, which I conceive will ſatisfie their demand ; and then 
the Reaſons why it ought ro be,and manner how it may be made up. 


Pafior of Scheſhoam Ladenburg in the 
EleRoral Palatinat,am willing to con- 
firm alſo with my Subſcripcion, this 
moſt profitable intention and common 
wiſh of our Brethren of Germany, 


o 


Of che Firſt. 
What is meant by a Body of 'Pratticall Divinity. 


Y PraQicall D:yinity, is meant the revealcd truths of Gad, concerning 
the obcdience of the faith which is to be yiclded umto his will. 

There is a two-fold Divine Truth ; the one is ro be contemplated, 

which isthe Objc& of the Underſtanding and Remembrance; the 
other is to bz practiſed, which is the' Objzea of the Will and Aﬀe- 
tions, The tit, as we partake of it, is the Conformity of our 
Inrellc&uall faculty ro the teſtimony of Gods Word, when we 
2P(t.t.22.+ 3.1, conceive aright of his meaning therein, The ſecond, as we par- 
1 Foba 1. 16. "take of it, is the Conformity of the purpoſes of our heart, ro that 
Kom, 12. 1,2. which is known ro be Geds will, when we prove how good, per- 
fe and acceptable ir is, That firſt, is in the Notions of the Mind 
ro beget Knowledge : This other, is in the Conviction of the Conſcience, ro beger 
Reſolurions and obedienrial Performance. Of the birt ſo:r of tcurh,Chriſt ſaith, If ye 
continue in my ord, yc ſhall haow the truth, Joh.8.31.32. Of the ſecond, he ſairh, He 
that doth truth, comethto the light, Joh.3,212. So then as there is a contemplative and 
intelligible, ſo there is a PraQicable truth, that is atruch ro be done, which is the 
2Qion of Yertue: for Chriſt in Foh.3. v 20,21. doth oppoſe the doing of evil, and 
the doing of truth; that is. Viccand Vertue to one another : He ſaith, cry oxe that 
doth evil (that is, who is vicious in his life) hateth the light 5 but be that doth truth, 
(that is, whoſe life is vertuous and upright) commeth to the light, As da:knefle is ro 
I;ghr, ſo cruth is oppcfire to all falſhood; not only to that of ignorance and crrour, 
but eſpecially rothat of lying. and d-ceittulneſs, which are no Icfs infeparable compa- 
nions of vice, then lincerity and uprightneſs are of verrue,in the ſouls of men. 

Now both the Intel}. Rual and Practical truth, is originally exiſt:nt in the living 
word, as in the principle and fountain ; and from thence by' rhe teitimony of Feſus, 
wh'ch is the Spirit of Prophefic in the Scriptarcs, it is derived unto us, as to a re- 
ceptacle and ve{Ic}, when by ir we are ſanificd, according ro.Chriſt's Prayer, Fohn 
17 +7. Santtifie them in thy truth, thy 77 ord # truth ; the Word preached: by the Apo» 
files and Prophets, is boch exhorting and ceſtifying ; rhar 1s, both. Practical and 
Theoretical conce:ning that truth which in God is cll.ntial; but as it is manifefted 
eo a5, it is the Grace of God which b: ingeth ſalvarion, T#.2,11. Honce it is, that no- 
thing ought, or may bc called TI heolopy, but thar which is raught by the Divine 
Oracles 3 74 Jes wm 20942 can only furniſh us with that knewledge which is erue 
Theology; and whether it be in the Theoretical or Practical marrers, nothing is 


uc Divinity, but that which is Divine truth ; nor is any thing a Divine truth, but 


that which is manifcſted by the Word of God : the Word then to us, isthe Standard 
of Truth. 

Now although the Aion of the underſtanding, muſt of neceſſity be Antecedent 
to 211 our Ads of truth, becauſe the will is a knowing faculty, and cannot aQt order- 
| Jy without the Utaderſtanding ; yer the Theeretical truths notionally 5 
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bring the foul to no perfeQion of happineſs,except they become fruirfull in the actions 
of vertue, The Notional Science of all Gods truth, and cf his whole will, as i may 
be inthe brain alone, and withour the practice whereunrs that Science doth oblige 
the heart, is more hurtfull then profitable to our tclicity ; Ir had been 
better (laith Peter) not to have known the way of righteouſneſſe, then a Pt.,2,2%,, 
aficy they have hnown it, to turn from the holy Commandment, If ye kaow Feba 3.17. 
theſe things (laich Chriſt) happy are ye if ye do them + whence it follow-. | 
eth, thac it ye do them not, you are not happy, although you know chem, And the! 
Apoſtle Fames, doth place the blelſ:dnels of a man in his Deed, as : 
diſtin& from his bare knowledge, when hc faith, He that is not a Fam. 21:25. 
bearer of the 1#d only, but a doer of the work, this man ſhell be.bl:ſſcd 7 75 
in his reed : The happineſs of his condition is made perfe& in his Deed. Whence ir | 
is evident, that Practicall truths import us and reach our hapinelſe more neerly- then ' 
Fheoreticall ; becauſe that which wee know, although ir be a truth, is no part of our _ 
feliciry,nor a true bleſſing of God unto us, excepr it cither bring fo:th an injoyment of 
the lite of God in us, or clle 1eſult from that enjoyment to us: tor the ſubſtance of al 
our fclicity unto all eternity, is nothing clle bur our union with God, which is the en- 
joyment of his lite; apd this lite is only enjoyed then when by his truth he liverh in 1s, 
Ind we in him.)HisMfe in us,is {picirual light and power: Light is in the underſtanding; 
and power is to moye contormably to Gags willin the whole inward Man: The L'ipti 
ſheweth him ro us,the Power maketh us and him one; we may know him at a diſtance, 
bur we cannot feel his lite, and move in him,cxcept he be in us, and we one with him, 
The knowledge therefore hath lc's at the enjoyment then the pewer of life bur there 
is a two-fold knowledg of Gods t1uch, The one goeth before the enjoyment ot his lite, 
and the ather followeth upon it. 1 he knowl-dge which goeth betorc the enjoymert of 
Gods lite, WWhe cruc light wh'ch li; hreth every man that cometh: into the world. Fob. 
1.9.& this I'ght is thac whiclrmay be known of God, which he doth manitct in Mer, 
and theweth unte them; He do:h manitcſt in. Men, both that which doth make 
them clearly ſec his eternal power and God-head, ſo that they are 
withour excuſe; and that alſyu which makcth them ſhew the wot kof Kom.1.19,20, 
his Law wfitten in their heares, All this is maniteſted in them, and | 
thewed unto them, partly by the Creation of the World, partly by 
their own Conſcience ; but yer all this, and much mote then this, revealed both 
the Law given tothe Jews, and in the Golpel, given þoth ro Jews and. Gentiles 2 L 
ſay, all this both naturall which is common, and tupernaturall, which is ſpecially re- 
vealed knowledge ; nay alchough ic might be in ſuch a hich degree, as ro naniteſt all 
Myſterics unto them, may be truitlcite ; and he that hath it wahout Þtcticdneſs, and 
deſtitute of the lite of God : for the truth which is bath manifcfrd in the natural 
mans heait, and ſhewed unto him by the Ercation, is held up by him in unrighte» 
ouſacſs, Rom.1.18. And alhough he, doth know God, yer he gioriticth him not as 
God, werſ.2t. And the Jews which had the form of GuteLe '!n the Law, and 
could reach others, did not praftiſe that which they raught ; bur by their tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the Law, they did dithonour God, Km.2.21,22,23, en4 the Gentiles rg 
whom, together with the Jews, the light of the Goſpel way and is revealed, hall be 
cond-mned becaule they loved darknsfs rather then light, Zeh.3.1g, And he that may 
know all Myſtcrics, may yet want Charity, and be nothing as to the happineſs and 
life of God, But akhough all this knowledge of Truth, which is &nteced-:nt ro the 
CN JOJMeENT of the lite of God, may be void of the praiſe of Truth, «nd ſo come {ore 
0; happincſle ; yer ut may allo, through the pratiſe of Truth, become cif Cuall ure 
B 3 | liapp:nels, 


Rom. 2.15, 


; [3] . 
Happineſs, if God make t fruirfull, which/tic doth according xo-his own pleaſure, in 
giving ſaving faith ; wherebyrhe heart is purified, that ir may become obedient to all 
his will, by which means the ſoul partaketh of the life of God, and becemeth truly 
' happy : This knowledge then doth not-otherwiſc make us happy, bur as it bringerh 
us unto this eſtate. 

As for the other knowledge of Gods Truth, which followcrh upon our union with 
him ; it is nething clic bur a further confirmation of the ſoul, in the truth which ir 
ba'h reccived unto hfe, and an cnlaigement thereof by the cnjoyment of God in his 
power; for Chriſt doth givc us two promiſes te that efte& : The firſt is, thar by the 
ruth of ybcdience, we ſhall come to the clearing of doubts, concerning intelleQual 

 marret1s, for Fob 75.v.17. th: ſaith,” 1f any man will do the will of v:m that ſent me, be 
ſhall know of th: Dorine, whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf. - And the 
iccond is, that upen the keeping of the Commandments, borh the Father and the 
Sonne will manitcſt unto rhe ſoul which loyeth them, their preſence in love. For 
Chriſt ſaith, Zoh.14.21,23. He that hath my Commandments, and feepth them, he it is 
that loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and I will love bum, 
and man'feſ! my love unto him : and if any man love me, he will beep my words : and my 
Father will leve him, and we will come rnto him, and make our abode with bun. Here 
the manifcſtation of Gods preſence, which is both the leh and ver of life unto «lie 
ſoul, is the conſequent of rhe obedience of faith : and ſo it is in thar of S* 7obp, 
1 Epiſt, Chap.5.20. And we know that the Son of God-us come, and hath given 15 aa 
underſtanding, that we my kaow him that is true, and we are in hum that 11 true, even 
in bis Son" Feſus Chriſt ; this is the true God and eternall life. This is a reflexive knows 
Icdge from God upon our ſclves, in the enjoyment of him as our happineſs; and ſo is 
thar, 1 Fob.3.14. We know that we have paſſed from death 10 life, becauſe we love the 
brethren. Sorthen we ſec, thar all rruth, as it isthe obje& of contempliiſen, is no- 
thing elſe but a Prepararive to, or a conſequent of the Truth, which is rhe objc& of 
AQion, The Prafticall rruth then is the main thing to b: hecded, for to it the Theo- 
retical is either ſubſervienr and ſubordinate, or a neceſlary and infallible effe&, The 
Apoſtle maketh this evident by the nature of his Miniſtry, which Ti.1.1. (he ſaith) 
Is to be an Apoſile according to the faith of Gods Elect, and the acknawledgment of the 
r/uth which is-aficr Godlineſſe : Inrimating clearly, that as his Apoſtle-ſhip was ap» 
Pointed by God to beger faith in the Ele, by their acknowledgment of the. truth ; ſo 
the acknowledgment of the truth and faith, is appointed to beger the life of Godli- 
neſs in izelievers. Therefore as the end and perfeion of his Apoſtleſhip was the be- 
getting of faith by the acknowledgment of the truth ; nor was he warranted to teach 
or do any thing, which did nor tend rothar end and cffe& : So the end and perfection 
of all true knowledge, is the life of Godlinefie; nor is any knowledge in ſpirituall 
things warrantable, oz any thing to be a@ounred a truth, which doth nor tend ro this 
end and effc&, Godlinels therefore, which is the practiſe of divine Truth, is rhe 
mcaſure of all inctelleRuall troths ; for wharſoever matter of knowledge is nor pro- 
porrionare, ſubordinare, and ſubſervient unto the produRion of the liſc of God in 
the ſoul of a Beleever, is nor to be reccived as a divine Tiuth; for the faith of Gods 
Ele&, is in the acknowledgement of none other truth, bur of that which is after 
Godlinefle. 

From all which we ſhall inferre this Concluſion ; - Thar the ſtudy of Praftical Di- 
vinity, is of farre greater concernment unto all, and far more to be heeded, eſtecmcd, 


goo entertained in the Schools of rhe Prophers, rhea the ſtudy ef comemplartive My- . 


tndants. 


#& 


crics and notions of Divinity z whereupon Controverſal marrers are ordinarily ar- 
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rendants, Apnd feeing therc are ſo many bodies and Syftzmes of Theoretical an. 
Centroverſal matters, that it would be,no-cafic ras to any man to reckon them all up; 
and; yer there: is net fo. much as one complear hody or Syſteme of Practical Divinity - 
found is all the. Churches ; whereumo wefee neverthelcls, that all Theorcrical 
Truths ought to be referred, & direfted asto their end, it is evident that thercin there 
is a manifeſt defe&, and that much is wanting hereby, to the increaſe of publique Edi- 
fication, to the [upply of fpirizual Conſolation,and ro the ſerticment of a found Refur- 
mation in all the Churches, which may be vcanedicd by a Body of this nature, 

Now by this which we call a Body of Divinity, is meant a full ColleRion, and am 
orderly difpefirien of all divine Truths which are after godlineſs,under ſeveral diſtin& 
heads and matte:s ; rothe end that from the holy Scriptures, the man of God may 
be perictly inſtruaed. and throughly furniſhed with lufficient helpsand direRions, 
which by the Spirit of Faith, may not oncly make hiux wiſe unto falyation, bur able 
alſo to workall his works in God, 

And concerning this Body, Sceing I am intruſted and conſcionably obliged, as in 
the preſence of God, to ſolicite the {ame rowards thoſe that arc able ro contribute 
their Talents ro make it up; 1 conceive it may be an advantage to the Work,ro offec 
up the parts thereof unto their conſideration, that.cthe number of tasks being Ci- 
Ringuiſhed and known, luch as God ſhall inable and ſtir up ro manifeſt his truth, an4 
ro joyn with others th compleating this work,may know what tasks to chule, and how 
ro concurre with cach other in claborating the ſame. 

I ſhall thcrefore with due reſpe& unto bercer judgements, offer theſe following, 
thoughts unto ſuch as ſhall be ungdertakers in this Work. 

Fuſt, L lay this Fundamental Rule to be obſerved in the contrivance of the whole, 
and of every part of the Wark, viz, That the Number and Mealure of the Parts 
of this Bodie ſhould be made ſurable and proportionate to the end thereot ; rhar as 
nothing ſhould be brought into ir, which is noe proper and uſeful ro the atrvinimont of 
the c1d, ſo nothing ſhould be left our which. may be rcquiſice and ſubſcrvient there- 

. unto, 

We (hall therefore look upon the end and uſe of the Work, rhar we may find the 
parts thereof withour defet, and withour ſuperfluiry, 

The ceruth of Godlineſs, which is the Obje& of Pratical Divinitic';z «as the mani- 
feſtation of the lite. of God, The aime for which this Truth is to be arreſted untothe 
world, and praQtiſed by ſuch as know and believe it ; is thar we may eryjoy Goil by 
partaking Bf his lifc in the divine naturc, having eſcaped ibe corruption which is ia. 
the world through luſt, z Pa,1.4., *' : 

This lite of God in the divine nature , is communicable unto us by none other 
means, bur by the knowledge of Chriſt,and the rruch which is in him, Fob. 14. 6,7, 
8,9. and 7. 3. Eph. 4.1$8,19,20,21. Coloſ} 3.10, and 2 Pet, 1.2,3. 

And that which Chriſt doth communicate unto us of this life, is made perceptible 
unto us by two properties of Life wrought in us, the one is the Light, the other is the 
power of lifc: By the light of life, we are made wiſe unto ſalvation: and by the power 

_ 6t life, wee are enabled to worke- our our ſalvation, that is, ro do allour wo:k:s in 
God.” This then is the complear end of praftical Divinity, to teach men the wiſdume 
which is profitable unto the (alyation of their ſouls, and the dire&ion of the whole 
converſation to Gods will, that they may be enabled whatever they do, todo all in 
Godby walking in his light: and what Doftrine ſoever: doth nor direfly tend tinea 
this end, is no part of this Body, and ought not to be mentioncs in it, bur what's: - 
ver doth thus tend thereunto, ought not to be omitted, 
Ta 


which may dire&ly be helpful ro adYance a_man unto the attainement of this end; 
1 conceive that this body of Divinity ſhould be made up of two Generall parts, The 
f ſt,containing the poſitive and undeniable Truths. The ſecond, the doubttul caſes of 
Conſcience concerning the praiſe of Godlinels, That part which is poſitive, ſhould 
contain concerning the life of Godlines, three things. 

Firſt, The Precegnirions to prepare the mind to think of rhar life, 

Secondly, The Principles by which thar life is begotten. 

Thirdly, The Parts or A&s, whereinthart litc doth confiſt. 

By the Precognirtions, 1 mean ſuch truths as muſt be raken notice of, and acknow- 
ledged, or at leaſt not contradited and doubred of, betorc the Dofrine of Godline(s 
can be taught, and without the acknowledgement of which, no man can be rationally 
dcalr withall,ar induced to intend tolive unto God according to his revealed will. 

By the Principles of the life of Godlineſs, 1 mean the Fundamentall DoQtrines 
of divine Truth, which begerteth love unto God, and thereby obligerth the conſcience 
unto all durifulnefle of obedicnce towards bim. 

By the Parts and a&s, whcrein the life of Godlineſle doth conſiſt, I mean all 
things which cither ſubſtantially or circumſtanrially belong thereunto ro make ic up, 
as the ſtate of the Perfct man in God. 

By the Subſtanrials of this life, I mean two things. Firft, All cruths which diſcover 
the inward frame and regeneration of the ſoul which liverh the life of God. Secondly, 
All cruths which hold forth the outward frame ; the way of walking and the work of 
the Profeſſion which is proper to that life, and inſeparable from the ends thereof, 

By the Circumſtantials of the life of Godlineſle, I underſtand all the different out- 
ward ſtates and particular callings of Profeſſors, wherein God doth ſer people in this 
life; as of Husband and Witc,Father and Child, Maſter and Servant;of Magiſtrate and 
SubxeRt, of Paſtor and flock, and ſuch like; To all which ſcyerall dutics belong, and 
thercunto ſeveral direRions are accordingly to be given, to ſhew how cvery one 
ſhould walk in all truth with a good Conſcience before God and Man. In this dilco- 
vcry of truths we may tind, concerning the Tree of life, as it were the ſoyl prepared 
betore it be Planted, in the Precognitions; the Root, which is to be Planted in the 


Principles the Stemme, when ir is grown up in the Subſtantials ; and the branches, 


after the full growth in the Circumſtanrials of the way of Godlineſle; fo thart in this 
Body of Divinity, the man of God ſhould be complearcd and ſer forth. Firſt, As ir 
were in his Head and Intelicuals, by the Recognitions and Principles” Secondly, 
In his heart and vital Motions, by the Subſtantials :- And laſtly, In his Limbs and our- 
ward Membe1s, withour which hc is not a compleat man, by the Circumſtanrials of his 
life : and as none of theſe parts, or of the things nccefſary ro make up the ſame thould 
be wanting in this Body ; {6 the matters belonging to cach of thele heads ought to be 
dz:liveredtully, yer not ſuperfluouſly ; that is to ſay, fo as they ſhould nor only contain 
the Marrow,but the fleſh and full ſubſtance of all p:oficable truths ; yer without need- 
I:iTe Repcritions,large Amplifications, Retorical Digrcflions and cnlargem: nts, which 


to move mens aftcRions, rather then to conyince their Coa'cience,and inlighren their 


underſtandings, are frequently uſed by writers of PraQtcall Matters, 

And as thele Generall parts of the whole Body ought thus to follow one anoth-:r, 
in reſpect of their naturalldependance upon each other ; ſo the marters ſubordinate 
Aro Cycry one of theſc, oughy to be let in a method, which is politive and proper to 


their ature, that there may be a coher.1.cc of all the parcels in the whole, 'withour 


any redundancy. | 
And 


To dcliver then all, and neither more norleſſe, then all the DoArines and truths 
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And akhough fuch'a Body of truchs fully and clearly delivered, might ſuffice re 


| Men that are free {rom all prejudice and of able parts, to diceRt them in all Caſes of 


PraRiſe, which may be incident to the Courſe of their life ; yer becauſe the wotk is 
not tobe compiled for them alone, bur for others allo; and becauſe many doubrs and 
ſcruples of Conſcience are and will be raiſed, partly by the weaknefic of fome, partly - 
by the malice of others, which every ordinary capacity is not, and will not be able 
readily ro reſolve by ir ſelfe, although it be helped with the uhdoubred Principles, 
with the ſtanding Truths, and with the rules of praiſe, which fuch a compleat Bedie 
of Divinitie may containe : therefore ro - ſupply this defe& of knowledge, (which al- 
though bur accidental , yer is unavoidable ) an appendix or Supplement of ſpecial 
doubrs and caſesof conſcience ( for 1 ſuppoſe the common doubts, viz. ſuch as are 
incident to meer natural men, will be cleared by the DoArine ef the Body ir ſelt ) 
ſhould be added unto the Body in a method relating the order of Matters, delivered 
in each part where the ground of the decifion of the doubriul caſe is to be found : 
And ifthis be done, 1 cannor ſee what could be defired , or further wiſhed for inthis 
kind ; only to make this Appendix of caſc-Divinity compleat (becauſe caſes according 
to the differences of Mens Capacities and apprehcnſions of matrers., may be as tous 
innumerable, ) therefore ſome-general Rules -before the particular cales be ſer down, 
ſliould be given, to dire the wavering mind of what degree of proticiencic foever, 
how to order it ſelf in ſeeking cut by the teſtimonies of the Scripture, and the un- 
doubted terour of the Covenant within irs own heart 3- a determination of any que- 
ſtion whatſoever , at leaſt ſo farre, that it ſhould not be able co perplex the ſpiric/ 
with any unſertlement in the grounds of Faith, Hope, and Lovc,which are the Pil- 
lars of our wholc profeſſion in this life. For by the confidence of Faith, 

we ſtand and reſt in reſpe& of God ; by the joyfulneſs of Hope,in reſpect 2 Cor.1.24, 
of our iclves; and by the- ſincerity ef Love, in ic{peR of our Neighbour; Heb. 3. 6. 
Theſc general Dire:tions then ſhould firſt be delivered with an cxzm- 1Foh.3.14. 
pen a calc or two, how to uſe them, & then the particular calcs which &> Rom. 13. 
- 74 _ difficulty more then ordinary {1.0uld be brought in and re- 8, 9. 

GIVca, 

' Thus we have the many Heads of the whole; bur this will nes ſuffice for a diſtribu- 
on of particular Tasks, becauſe each Head is roo comprehenſive ; there muſt be a ſub- 
diviſion of every part by ir ſelf,into irs parcels, ſer in order like unto the Anatomy or 
Scclcton of a mans body,whercin all the bones do hang one upon anorher;ſo that be- 
ſides the number of parts,the talneſs of cach parr,& rhe place thereof inthe body may 
be diſcerned : And although ſuch a delineation as this of bare bones , will have no 


life in it,and be only like the rude draught of a Painter before he purs colours ro his 


work z yet it may be not onely uſeful, bur will be even neceſſary tro make the fea- 
tures of the body appearc, wh'ch afterwards may bave life pur co ir, 


Concerning the Precogntitions, 


Od haying made man a rational Creature, doth till rule him , and in all 

his waycs towards him , doth walk with him according to the grounds of 
that Reaſon wh'ch he at firſt gave him; and although through his defeRion from 
God ( in whoſe light alone he could ſee light) by his ewn detaulr and free choice 
ot carthly-mindedncls, he hath darkened the eye of his underſtanding, and made 
hi nſelt blind both in the chings which are ſupernatural,aud alſo in very many things 
which arc natural ; ſo that iniciped of thelc he hath not any tue Notions at all, 


till 


ell hey be renewed'in him ; and in reipeRt of theſe, the Notions which he hath, te 
cannot improve ſo,as wary them by himſelf rowards their right ends , withour” 
ſome ſpecial direRory elp : yer it cannor be rruly ſaid, that God hath lcft Man. 
deſtirure of all light; and withour all Teſtimony of the being of things ſupernatural, 
and of the right improvement of things natural; tor he doth (till maintain ſome gene- 
ral Principles and Inſtin&s,as glimamerings of his truth within him,to the end that he! 
may not onely be without cxcule in reſpe& of his back-(liding, but that he may be 
made a ſubje& capable of Grace through the lecond Adam, to be reftorcd to his o< 
riginal integiity, when he ſhall be rationally dealt withal, both by the remainder 
of the light which be hath, and in that which is to be ſupcr-added thereunto ; tor 
I ſhall freely acknowledge ( yet without any advantage to Socinian Principles ) thar 
God doth oblige no man to ,entertain any thought, cirher of ſpiritual or natural 
things, or of his own dealings with man- kind in the one or the other way, which is 
contrary ro ſoundReaſon;bur that every one who will either conceive of God rightly, 
or live unto him juſtly, is obliged to do it in a rational way,berh in reference ro God, 
andtoward Men,becauſc we are commanded to be ready to give a reaſon of the hope 
which is in us, to every one that aketh ir of us, 1 Pct.3. 15. and to preſent our body 
a living ſac:ifice, holy and acccprable unro God, by our reaſonable lervice, Rom.12, 
1, And although in this place ae34#n au];:i4 may be rendred a ſervice according to 
his Word, as A934x2r aaov 20a, 1 Pet. 2.2. is well rendred the ſincere Milk of the 
Word ; yet becauſe the Word of God did by Wiſdome create all things at firſt, and 
11 doth uphold all rhings as they were created, ir muſt needs be rational in it (elt, 
and to all inrtelle&ual Creatures,the original cauſe of all Kealon, becauſe every Truth 
and Precepr of duty revealed to man therein, is by the Scriptures rationally offercd ro 
the Conicience of thoſe thar are taught of God thereby ; and becauſe they that arc 
taught, are bound ro take norice of the reafons why they belecye and do every thing, 
ſoasto be able ro give a rational account thereet unto other reaſonable Men, there- 
fore ao9xn in the one, and A215, in the other place, are to be underſtood in the 
fulnefle of their fignification, as they comprehend borh the Notions of Rationality, 
and of the Word of God, which indced arc inſeparable ; for as it cannot be imagined, 
that Gods Word ſhould have been ſeparate from h's Wiſdom, fo we ought ro con- 
ceive, that his Wiſdom and Will expreſicd in his Word concerning every thing, is 
that truth of being and reality of reaſon which'is extant in it ; and that which in our 
mind is by any thing found a truth, and {ound realon convincing our Conſcience,is his 
Word by that thing towards us. 

And this obſervation 1 have premiſed to thar which I am abourro offer, concerning 
the Precognitions of the life of Godlinefle ; leſt I might ſecm ro defire without a juſt 
cauſe and ſufficient motive, that which I ſhall propolc as a task ro the workmen to be 
complearted, before any thing clic can be fruittully and by a rational man (to whom 
our addrefles muſt be made in this undertak ng ) convincin.}ly entertained. 

For betore any mans underſtanding can be dealt withA1,to induce him to live unto 
God according to his will, ke muſt be brought to acknowledge that God is, and that 
the lite of man may have ſome reference unto him by the knowledge of his will, 
Therefore theſc things before all othzrs mult be rationally made out unto him : and 
to this efte&, four Heads of truth ought to be handled [atistattorily, which are theſe, 

Firſt, Thar rhere is a God, 

Secondly, That God is to be feared, worſhipped, and glorified by Man ; and that 
he is a rewarder of thoſe that fear, worſhip and glorific him; 

Thirdly, That the Scriptures g.ven tothe Jewith Chuich of old by the Frogonne, 
an 


andro the Churches of the Genriles and Jews by the Evangelifts and Apoſtles,are un- 

doubtedly Gods Word. | 
Fourthly 5 Thar the Scriptures were given by thoſe Men, to teach all men the 

wrnc way of fearing, worſhipping and glorifying God. | 

| Theſ rruths ought to be cleared upon the ground of common Reaſon , which all 
men are ſuppoſed to be made capable of ; and to this eff, 1 ſuppoſe ir will be neceſ- 

ſary to handle theſe following, or ſuch like Poſrions, 


Of rhe Firſt, 


| That there uw a God. 


O Demonſtrate un:o a Rational man that there is a God, he muſt be made ta 
b- acknowledge theſe following truths, 

1, That in this World, beſides the things which are viſible, there be other things 
inviſible ; which though concealcd from ſenſe, have a being, and may be underſtood 
to be. | 

2. Thatthe Heavens, the Earth, and che things viſible therein, have nor their be- 
ing from themſelves, but from ſomerhing elſe which is nor ſecn , bur may be un- 
derſtood to be over all, as the Goycrnour and ſupream power thereof , which is 
called God. 

3. That this ſupream power is before allthings, without beginning and ending ; 
infinice in all perfc&ions, moſt wife, good and bountifulin giving all things unto all, 

4» Thar amongſt all viſible things, as Man is the moſt perfe& ; ſo he can leaſt of 
- all have his Being from inferiour CreKures, or from himſelf: bur having it from the 

ſupream cauſe, more remarkably then other Creatures, he is more enabled rhen they. 
ro know God and reſpe& him, | 


Of the Second, 

VV upon theſe grounds a man is Convifed that there is a God; then to 
demonſtrate unto him rationally, that this God ought to be feared, worſhip- 

ped, and glorified by Man-kind ; theſe tollowing, or ſuch like Poſitions, are to be 

made out unto him, | 

1. That Man hath a ſoul endowed with a Reaſoning facultie, whereby he is ablc 
ro judge of his own aRions, and know his own aims, though ſecret and hidden 
{from others, | 

2, Thar inthis judging facultic, there is ſomething which univerſally i@ all ages 
Men have called Conſcicnce,which ſecrerly accuſerh,or elſe excuſerh Men concernin 
their ations and aims, chiefly when others judge of them orherwiſc then they 
meant them, : 

3, That this Conſcience doth bear wirnefſe unto all men ( in whom ir is awake) 
from their own reaſon, that they are under the power of God, and that they oughr 
to be rhankful ro God. 

4. Thar the reaſon which eonvifteth mens Conſcience that rhey are under God, 
will allo convict them, that they ought to ſhew their thankfulneſs unto God, ſuita- 
bly unco the nature and-propertics of Gods being, and not otherwile. 

5. Thar the nature and propertie of Gods being, ſceing in all things ir is rhe-firſk 
and fupream, is in it ſelf infmirely perfcR, and co all other things the alone Aurhor 

SY ot 


= eee 


of all goed; and that therefore ir oughe to have the glory of this ſupremacie, perfſe- 
Rion and goodneſle, given unto it by man in his uſe of all things. 

6. Thar in caſc he doth not ſhew himſelte thankful. by reſpeRing the glorie due 
to God in all things, he doth then deſerve to be caſt oft by God , and deprived of the 
fruit of his goodnefle in all chings. 

7. That it a man doth give unto God the glory which is due ro his Name, by be- 
ing thaokfull unto him ; he may aflure himſclfc, that God, as he is wiſe and all- 
knowing, will rake notice of him; and ashe is juſt and good, will be mercFull and 
ben ficiall unto him, | | 


Of the Third, 


Vn a Man hath acknowledged theſe truths, that there is a God, and that he 
is to be glorified by Man anſwerably to the propertics of his nature ; then we 
muſt rationally induce him ro believe, rhat the Scriptures written ro Jews and Gen- 
tiles, by che Prophets, Evangeliſts and Apoftles, are the Word of God: And this may 
be done by the demonſtration of theſe or the like Poſitions, | 

1. Thar no Books in the World have greater evidences and arguments of truth, 
mn reſpe& of their Hiſtory, then theſe have :. rwo taings muſt be made our, 1. Thar 
they were written by thoſe Men, by whom they arc {aid to be written, -2, That the 
Matters of fa& recorded in thens, are as rationally credible , as any other humane 


Kecords wharſoevcr. 
4 2. That the Writers of thoſe Books ( whatſoever they were ) mere undoubrcdly 


the true ſervants of God, inſpired by him in writing the ſame, * 
3. Thar all the Doftrincs and Precepts of divine tear and worſhip contained there- 
in, are moſt ſurable to the nature and property of Gods Supremacy, PerfeRtion and 
 goodnefle; and that they are more an{werable unto the true Notions of duty written 
| In the heart of Mankind towards God, then the Dottrines and Precepts of any other 
Bock and Religion whatſoever cxtant any where in all the World, 


Of the Foutth. 


\ F Hen a Man is rationally ConviRed, or at leaſt induced to belicve that 
| there is no caule ro contradid this truth , that the Scriptures are the 
Word of God; it will be no difficult matter to Ict him ſee by the ſubſtance of the 
marcers contained therein, and the ends for which they were written and given both 
ro the Jews and Gentiles ; that they were written and given to no other end , bur ro 
teach albMen the true way of fearing, worſhipping, and gloritying God : And rothis 
eftc&, theſe or ſuch like Poſitions may be made our. 

I. That the whole ſumine and ſubſtance of the Hiſtory of the Bible doth dircaly 


rend to this ſcope, 

2- Thatthe Authors of the Holy Scriprures,do expreſly declare this to be the pur- 
pole of their writing. : : 

3. That the naturall Properties and effeRs of the things raught by them, and 
their manner of teaching the ſame, are wholly fitted to work upon the ſpirirs of men, 
theſ: impreſſions and aficRions which lead them co fearc,worſkip,and glorific God, 

To all which, this Poſition ar laſt ſhould be added, 
Thar there ſhall be a time wherein God will judge men according to the works 


wherein they have, or have ncx fcarcd, worſhipped, and glorified God ; which is » 
C. 


4 - 


'be made out three Grounds, which may be rationally evinced. h 
'S Becauſe God having made all things under a Law,and Ruling all Men by a Law 

of Rea'on;muſt needs allo be acknowledged as a Judge overthe obſervers and rranſ- 

g:cfiors of his Laws, and confequent]yhaye atime to exerciſe his judgement. 

2. That the rational Souls of Men are immortal, and live when they ate ſeparated 
from the bodie, and conſequently can und<rgo a judgement after this life. 

3. That the Conſciences of Men beating witnefle rothem of their wicked decds, 
even againſt their wills, though they live in outward prolperitie, put them in fear 3 
and b:aring witneſle alla of the vertuous deeds of good Men, though they arc in out- . 
ward adverſity, yct comfort and ſupport them; which inward teſtimonies of the Con- 
ſciences of Men are not vain notions, but undeniable Evidences of a Judgement to 
come, which the Soul within at ſelf is ſenfible of. 

When theſe things are thoreughly handled, and all Scruples which may be railcd 
concerning the ſame are taken away, ſothat a Rational man, who is without preju- 
dice, ſhall have no cauſe for want of the diſcovery of truths of this nature ro make 
any further doubt thereof z I ſuppoſe the ground is prepared upon which the Funda- 
menrals of Divine Faith, that is, the DoQrine of Revealed Truths ( which by natural 
Reaſoning no man can reach unto ) may be offered. For as God doth make a wan 
fiſt by a living ſoul 'to be a natural man, and afterward he becomes 
by grace a new creature and ſpirituall man : ſo I ſuppoſe he doth 1 Cor.15. 46. 
cauſc the Truths of Rationality concerning himſelfe, firſt ro become 
effcQual upon the conſcience, before the underſtanding is obliged conſcicnably to en'+ 
rertain Reyealcd Truths. For he who is nor capable of that meaſure of Faith which 
common Reaſon ir {clf doth beger upon the natural apprehenſions ot God and his 
Trurhs written in the heart ; how can he bz thought ſuſceptible of the other mea- 
ſure which dependeth oncly vpon Revelation and Divinc Tradition? We conclude 
therefore, that theſe Precognicions are firſt ro be handled as matrers requiſite, to fir 
the mind of a natural man to receive that which is tofollow after, becauſe I conceive, 
not that the Principles of the life of Godlincfie which are to follow, are to be delive- 
red as the produdts of theſe fore-going Truths z but onely as matters ſubſequent unto * 
the ſame, in-reſpe& of the order of things to be raughr. Theſe Precoguita, are Pre- 

ſupponenda, bur not Principia, becaule 1 take a Principle of GodLnefle ro be ſuch a 
Truth, from which a Concluſion of divine faith and love may flow : Bur that cannoc 
flow from any truth which is entertained upon mcer natural Grounds, as I ſuppoſe, 
withour ſpiritual Revelation and Lilumination : for div.nc Faith, as it is the gift of 
God, and not the produ@t of humane Reaſoning,; ſo ir muſt needs have a higher 
Principle then theſe Precognitions, namely ſome truth, as revealed immediately by 
God unto the Conſcience to convince it, that he doth offer himſclfe unto it to be a 
Saviour. And this is the reaſon, why 1 would have the Precognirions, and the Prin- 
Ciples of Godlincſle diſtinguiſhed ; namely, becauſe they are truths of a d ferent na- 
rure ; yet they are ſuboidinate, bur ſo, that the latter cannor follow the former with- 
out ſome ſpeciall work of God upon the mind, 


Concerning the Pranciples, 


He Principles of the life of Godlinefle, are ſuch Trurhs as ſer the mind upen the 
apprehenſion of ſupernatural ObjcRts, and beger thereby the acts of divinc Faith 


| era ER worketh through love in the whole Man; all which is acceprable uno 


C.3 ' Now 


Now all the Truths which beger divine Paith and Lov?, proceed from one Roar, 
'-which is the Tenor of the Covenant, which God harh appointed ro be offered from 
the Scriprures, by the Preaching of the Goſpel in his name, to be believed and cn- 
tertained by all : for all that God dorh aime ar in his dcaling with Man-kind,next un- 

to the manifeſtation of rhe glory of his goodneflc over all his Creatures, 
P/al.73.24. is chiefly this,to ſhew hiraſeſ 


£ a Saviour, inuniing man-by a Covenant 
2 Tim. 4.7. of Grace unto himſelfe,rhat he being guided by his Counſel, and ha- 
ving kept the fairh therein, may afterward be received into glory. 

The Covename of Grace then is, the great and fundamental Principle of all the 
Prmngjplcs of the life of Godlineſle: for as there is none other way appointed to unite 

unto God,and reſtore us 2gain from our fall ro integritic, bur this way of a Co- 
vcnant: ſo there isnothing which we can do acceprtably rowards God, or profitably 
for our own ſalvation;buc that which is done in order to the Tenor thereot, Whence 
followerh alſo, that all our knowledge is nor otherwiſe uſeful, nor to be ſought ater 
upon any other ground, bur as it leaderth to the obſcryation of the Covenant ; nor to 
be entertained for any other aime, bur as it is ſubardinate unto rhe Tenor thereof : 
for as no man ever was, is,or can be ſaved, but he that is faithful in the Covenant of 
Grace with God; ſo no marter af knowledge can be ſaving to any man, bur that which 
inablcth him ro keep the Tenor thereof, Hereunto then all truths, both Theoretical 
and PraRtical, are finally ro be referred ; and therefore in the Dodrine of the lite of 
Godlinefle, the Covenant muſt be made the ground of all the principles ef Faith,trom 
which the duties of obedience muſt low: And 1 am fully per{waded, both upon the 
grounds of ſound reaſon, which a natural morall man is capable of ; and upon rhe 
grounds of divine Teſtimony:and ſpiritual expericnce, that all doubtful, matrers in 
Divinity, whether they concern the points of Knowledge,or of Praftice,may net one- 
ly be reſolved by the right underſtanding of Gods aime towards us, and of our dutic 
towards him in the Covenant ; bur that the Reſolutions thereof ( of what kind ſoc- 
ver) muſt be examined by, and applycd unto the Analogy of Faith concerning the 
Covenant, beforc ever they can bring true peace tothe Conſcience of any man; and 
therefore my advice ſhall be unto Sole who will undertake any part of this Work, 
that they keep alwayes the Covenant in their eye, as Marriners do the North point of 
the Compaſs, to ſteer their Courſe by it in all their Meditations for it is mainly for 
. want of this Dire&ory, that both in our Notions and Afions concerning Religion, 
we run ſuch wild couſes : nor is it poflible ( as I conceive ) ever to unite the Prote!- 
ſors of Chriſtianity tocach other, to heale their Breaches and Divitions in DoQrine 
and PraRice, and to make them live together as brethren in one Spirit ought ro do, 
without the ſame ſenſe of the Covenant, by which they may be made to perceive the 
termes upon which God doth unite all thoſe that are his Children unto himſcltc,agd 
upon which cycry one that is in Covenant with God, is bound in Conſcience,throuph 
love unto God, to maintain the unitic of the Spirit in the bond of peace with thole 
I Children, who all alike, and by the ſame very way , arc in Covenant 
Wit :M, , 

The knowledge of the Covenant then, bring the fundamental Principle, where- 
unto all other Truths are to be reduced, that they may be received unto the end tor 
which they are revcalcd, we ſhall endeavour ro (ſhew what the Dectrines of divine 
Faith arc, which are ſubordinate thereunts, and which by vertue of that ſubordinari- 
On, are able to beger love rowards God in a belicving ſoul ; for no dodtrine of Faith 
duth otherwiſe oblige any man to love and obedience rowards God , then as it 15 Ie- 

 vealedto manifeſt Gods love unto us, as he is become our Saviour, and to make ws 
tathfull rowards kim in the Covenant, : 


S £ & a. 

T conceive then, that all the DoQtrines of divine Faith, tend cirher ro the eceQing. 
and ſertling of the Covenant of Grace with us, or to the confirmation of our Faith 
in the truth thereof, / 

To Ecc and ſettle the Covenant with us, we muſt aceds know, 1, The cruc In- 
ftrumenr of the Coycnant wherein it is revealed. 2, The things belonging co the 
true Tenor thereof, as they are offered rous in that Inſtrument. 3. The Motives for 
which we ſhould cmbrace and entertaine the ſame : for if any of theſe three points be 
wanting, we cannot be ſound in the obſeryation thereof. 

Concerning the true Inſtrument of the Covenant, we believe the ſame to be the: 
Canonical Scriptures; whereof rwo things muſt be known : Firſt, Whar the proper 
Chara&cr of Canonical Scripture is. Secondly, How the truth ot God for the know- 
ledge of.the Covenant, is thercin offcred unto us, 

Concerning the fiſt ; rhis is ro be believed, 

Thac no Books are to be accounted Canonical Scripture,that is, the Word of God 
revealing his Covenant to Mankind;bur ſuch as are written in the Hebrew Tongue, 
and were given tothe Jewiſh Church co be a Rule of cheir profetiion in order ro the 
Covenant or were written in the Greek tongue, and vere given tothe firlt Chuc- 
chcs of Chriſtianitie, as well FÞews as Gene tor the ſame cnd. 

Concerning the ſecond; this is to be beliFved, 

That theſe Books off:r the Covenant unto our Conſideration, and all divine 
Truths belonging 'to the knowledge thereof , with infallible and uncontrolable 
authority , molt perfc&ly and very cleatly, ro ſuch as have an up: ight defice ts 
know it, | 

And concerning theſe 'three Matters of Infallibility, PerteAion and Evidence, 
which we believe to be in the Scripture, this is turther more diſtinaly wo be believed. 

1. Concerning the infall.bility of the Scripuure, we beleve that the trurh of God 
revealed in the Canonical Scriptures, is ſo highly and incontrolably credible, that no 
man, no not an Apoſtle himſclt, nor an Angel trom Heaven is to be believed, who 
ſhould contradi& the ſame ; bur all Mcn, Churches, Counceis, Fathcrs, School, and 
their Writings, Sayings, ARions, and Thoughts concerning divine Marters, are to be 
examined thereby, as by the onely rwlc of truth and rightcouſncllc, and. if they aggee 
nor therewith, they are to be rej<ctcd, 
© 2, Concerning,the perfe&ion of the Canon we belicve ; That the Word of God 
revealcd therein, is ſo complear, both for the matter and manner of expretbtion, that 
neithcr any thing unproficable is therein delivered z nor any thing profitab'e or 
ful ro be known, thercin omitted; bur all things of Dottrine and Reproof, ok, 
Qion and [nſtruſtion in R'ghteouſnels and for Comfort, whether to be belicycd 
or hoped for, or to be done or leit undone unio falvation, arc more then ſufficiently 
Jaid op2n, and preſcribed in a form ot ſound words, which.ought not to be altercd; 
ſo that all heatheniſh Philoſophic in Divine matters, and all humane Traditions, 
and will-worſhip in the ſe: vice-of God, are ro kg vrret ly rcedncd s ner is it Iaiyful for 
any to conceive, that they can.ſpeak ot matters of Faith more exaGly and properlyy 
in reſp: of the things themſelves ; or more conveniently an4 ficly, in r{{pc& of the 
Capacittes of men, then the Holy Ghoſt hath done in thoſe Wcirings. 

3. Concerning their clearnefs this is to be belicved; 

Tonat the word.of Go:l revcaled therein, is ſo cvident and eafi; to be underſtned, 
that the mean: Capiciric of thoſe thit are come to the years of diſcretion; if rhcy 
be godly and defi:ous to do Go!s will, ſearching the Scriptures diligently, may with= 
gut difticuly comprehend all things geceliary ro be knowa vnto {alvaiion ; ſorhat: 
none * 


{— the Tenour of the Covenant,as it is revealcd inthe Canonital Scri- 


none ought, by reaſon of any ſuppoſed darkneſs ro be rherein,re abſtain from readi | 
Ce Scriptures, which is a dury moſt ſurable and neceſlary to all, 


Of the things belonging to the Tenour of the Covenant, 


rures, three things muſt be opened, 


Firſt , Whothe Partics are, which are concerned therein, and whar their Relati- 
cn is to one another. 
Secondly, Whar the form of the comma is, according to which the Coyecnant is 


made with thoſc that are concerned therein, 


Thirdly, What the way is, by which it is eſtabliſhed amon 


embrace it,and have the ben. kit thereof, 


Of the parties. 


] "He Partics concerned in the Covenant, are,G 


by his latistation and rightcouſneſs, 


Od is to be taken norice of, a 


His Being is revealcd inthe Pro 
which we call Pcxſonalitie. 

The Propertics of his Nature,are revealed to ſhew what he 

The Propertics ſhewing what he is, That he # a Spirii living of himſcif, Joh. 4.2 4+ 


and 5.26, 


Of God. 


s he hath revealed himſelf in his Word,ro be the. 
Saviour, and our God by a Covenant ; ſo that noth.ng is cither neceflary or 
profitable to be known of him furcher then what ſerves for this end ; and to this 


effc&,he hath revealed himſelf in his Being, in his Will, and in his Works. 
perties of his nature, and the ſubſiſtence rhereof 


The Propertics fhewing who he is, are rhele, 


Thar he is rhe onely true God alone ; in Being infinite, erernal, incomprehenſi- 
ble, every where preſent, ſimple, unchangeable, all- knowing, all wiſc, all-free, all- 
juſt, all-holy, all-mighty, all- happy, all-good, all-cruc, all-taithfull, and full of ajl 


mercy and compaſlion. 
His ſubſiſtence is in three, who bear witneſs in Heaven : the Farther, the Word, 


' and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one and the ſame God, 1 Foh.5.7. fþc 
Father unbegotren ; the Son onely begotten ; and the Holy-Ghoſt proceeding 
the Farther and the Son, | 
» His Will is revealed in the 
and eſtabliſhed for ever, : 
His Works are revealed in the Cxeation , Preſervation and Government cf the 
World, 2nd eſpecially of Mankinde therein , over whom he delighreth to exerciſe 
Loving kindne's, Judgemear aud Righteouſne!s in the Earth,ter his own 
Glory,and accord.ng tothe tenour of the Covenant. : 
Of Man, 
An is to be taken notice of as he is ſpoken of in the Word,to be of God, to 
belong unto God, and obliged to depend upen God by a Covenant in his 
Three-fuld ſtare, 1. In the ſtate of Innocencie. 2, In the ſtate of Guilt and Mi'ery. 
_ 3, ln theſtate of Grace and Reconciliation unto God, | 


 Fer.g.24- 


properties of his Gpunſcls which are wiſc,good, free 


gſt men, that they may 


od and Man,at a diſtance by reaſon 
of fin; and Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator of God and man , who reconcileth them 


MISS > YL ooo 1p” out 


is,and who he is, 


Ry Th OO We EVO 


. 


_ Of the Mediator Jeſus chriſt, 


Eſus Chrift the Mediator of the new Covenant berween God and Man, is re- 

vealed in the Werd to relate unto both, 1, In reſpeR of his two-fold Nature 
in one perſen, 2. In reſpe& of bis threefold Office, of Propher, Pricſt, and King, 
whercunto he was anointed, 3, In reſpe& of the performance of all Durics belong- 
ing to thoſe Offices in his two-fold ſtate, the one of Humiliation by his life and death 
on earth,the other of cxaltation by his power and glory in heaven. 

In all which, as the firneſs which is in Chriſts Perſon, Natures and offices,to work 
out redemprion for us, and to ſertle the Covenant of Grace between God and us, 
is to be taken notice cf, ſo the Work, Firſt of Reconciliation between Ged and us, 
as this was efteRed according to the purpoſe of God in the Covenant : Secondly, 
Of the Reſtitlution of our nature ro a ſtare of Union and Communion with God, as 
this doth enable us to oblerve the Covenant on our part : and Thirdly, Of Chriſts 
Mediation and Intercefſion in heaven for us, as he doth continue us in thar ſtare of 
Grace which is the effe& of the Covenant , is alſo to be acknowledged ; that nor 
onely the Relation which is between God and us in Chriſt, may be believed ; bur 
the Tenor of the Covenant, as it is offered to us in the Word by him, may be cm- 
braced. 

Of the Form of the Contract, 


JN the form cf the contraQ, two Things muſt be acknowledged, 1. With whom 
the contra& is made properly and dircly, and with whom indireRly, 2, What 
the tearms of the agreement are, by which it is made with each of them, 

The contra of the Covenant, is properly and direftly made onely with Chriſt 
Jeſus; and indirely with thoſe that belicve in him , and make profeſſion ot 
his name; for Chriſt is given as the Covenant of God unto them, Iſai. 42.6. and 
49-8. and they ate reccived only for his ſake,and not for any thing in themſelves. 

The Termecs of che Agreemcnt by which' the Covenant is made with Chriſt, are 
theſe: That whoſoever ſhall be redeemed by him, and be found in 
him, xot baving their ewn 1ighteouſneſſe, but the righteonſneſſe of God Tſai.59.21. 
through faith, to be made conformable unto the image of the Son of God, 

Jhall become Children of God, and Heirs of eternal glory, Rom.3.,24. Tuſtified freely by 
his Grace through the Red:mption that is in Feſns Chrift, | 1.3.9. be found 

11 bMy,c>c Rom 8.29, Predeſtinate to be conformed to the Imaze of bus Sor, Rom.5.per 
that be might be the firſt born amongſt many Brethren, Joh. 1,12, He Fotum. 
gave them power to become th: Sons of God, and Joh.6.39, I ſhould loſe nothing of all 
which he hath given me,but raiſe up again at the laſt day, 

The terms of the Agreement by which the Covenant is made in Chriſt with the 
Bclievers, are ; That God will be merciſul ito their unrighteonſnrſſe, and remember their 
eniquites no more ; that he will wite bs laws in their hearts , and put them in their 


 muds:that he will bets them a God,and they ſhall be to him a Pcople; and that they ſhall 


all le tauzht of God from the leaſt unto the greateſt. Heb.8 10,11,12. Thetearms of the 
2greement by which the Covcnant is made in Chriſt, with thoſe that make p: of: flion 
oi his Name, are, That cucry one who nameth the name of Chriſti, ſhould depart from 
tnnuitie, 2 Tim,2.19, That ſuch as ſeparate themſclucs xitotle Lord, and touch na 
rc uncl'an thing, ſhall 5: vectiv d by bim ; that by will dwell amongſt thi, and walk 
item, an 0; their Gy, 1wilthey ſaallbe b:s people; that he will be a Fat'er un's 
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them, and they ſhall be his Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor.6.16,17,18. Aud that every one 
who doth ſuffer with Criſt ſhall alſo rezga with bim,z Tim. 2,12.Rom.8$.17, 
Hitherto we have mentioned the heads of matters, which ſhew what the Tenor of 
the Covenant is : now follow thoſe things which ſhew the way, how amongſt men ir 


is eſtabliſhed, thac they may embrace i;,and have thc bench of ut, 
Of the eſtabliſhment of the Contratt with Men f, or Chrifts ſake. 


Har this contra®t might be ratificd and inalrterably confirmed, to the benefit of 

Man-kind, Jeſus Chriſt died, and made theſe promiſes his-Teſtament unto 
thoſe that believe and make profeſſion of his Name ; and riſing again from the 
Dead by the power of his God head , he is gone inro- heaven to adminiſter from 
thence this Teſtament unto theſe unto whom he did bequeath- ir. 

To this effec the Golpel was preached, and is ro be pabliſhed unto rhe end of the 
World, by the gifts of the holy Gioſt which Chriſt did ſend down, and will ſend 
down from heaven upon Men : for this is a part of the Covenant which the Fa- 
ther hath made with thoſe that. are 'in Chriſt tor his ſake , thar his Spirit which is 
vpon Chriſt, and his Words which he di4 pur in his mouth, (hall noc depart our of 
his mouth, nor our of the mouth of his Sced , nor our of the mouth of his Sceds 
Sced, from henceforth and for ever ; 1/11.59,20.21, 

In rhis Adminiſtrarion of the Teſtament for the eſtabliſhment of the Covenanr, 
two things are to be acknowledged. 

1. What the general offer of Grace is on Gods part, calling all men tro Chtilt ro 
partake of rhe Coyenanr. | 

2. How the particular Tearms of the contra arc made good with Believers, and 
with th: Profefors of Chi iſts name. 


Of the general offer of Grace. 


” | | 
I the general Call of all Mcn unto Grace, three things arc to be acknowledged. 

1, Whar ſtate they are in who are called unto Chriſt, 2. What they are called 
unto in him, 3, By what way they come to him, | 

Concerning the firſt, we believe ; That God hath appointed the Goſpel ro be 
preached to Men dead in fins and treſpaſics , who have no abilitic of rhem elves at 
all ro will any thing which is fpiritually good ; tar leis to convert themliclyes ggpr to 
preparc themſelves thereunto., 

Concerning the ſecond, we believe ; Thar they are called to receive the pardon 
of their ſins, reſt and e8ſc to their ſouls, and the light of lite, acco:ding to that of 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles. Come unto me all ye that labour and are bravy-laden;and I will 
eve you reſt, Mat,11.28. And Gt it haown unto you, that through this Man is preached 
unto you forgiventſſe of fins ; avd by him all that 6clicue are juſtified ſrom ail things, 
from which ye could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, iA4. 13.38.39. And awake 
thou that ſleepeſt,and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light, Eph. 5.14. 
And he that ſofoweath me, ſhall not walk in darkneſſe, but ſhall have the light of tie, 
T:h 8.12, Se 

Conceinino the third, we belicve, that the way by which M:n come to Crt? and 
foilow him, is Repentance from dead Works, and Faitl-towards God, according to 
tat of Coaſt and his Apolil:s, The Kinzdom of God iz. at hand ; Repent ye, __ 

. icy 


heve the Gopelt Mar.1.15. Te; ifying both to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, rt- 
pentance towards Gad,and faith towards our Lord Feſus Chrift, AQ.z20,21, 


How the particular Tearms of the Coutnant are made 000d ts Bllitvers, 


1 the Particular Call of Believers, three things ſhould be acknowledged. 1. How 
they are made to believe and entertain the ofter of the Covenanr. 2, How Ged 
doth make good the Tenour of bis Covenant in Chriſt rowards them. 3, How they 
are made ſenſible of thei happy condition in Grace , to apprehend their right to 
Glory. 

Conchinien the fuſt, we believe, thar ſuch as hear the Word, and arc moved to 
anſwer the Call givett them therein, and to embrace effeually che Promiles ct the 
Covenant through the knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are moved andenabled . 
ſo to do bya free and ſpecial grace of God conferred upon them , who of his own 
good plcaſure doth work in them by. the gift of Faith, both co will cheir converlion, 
and to perform the ſame, ſo that they are brought Free-willingly unto Chriſt, and 
delire aboye all things to be found in him to partake of the merits of his death. 

Conce:tning the Second, We believe that God dorh make good unto all ſuch as by 
Faith arc found in Chriſt,the Tenour of his Covenant, when by his grace they are 
Juſtified and adopted ro be his children, and ſan@ified by the Spirit of regeneration, 
whereby they arc alſo ſcaled unto the day of their final Redemprion, and cnabled ro 
walk and perſcverc inthe obedience of Faith and in the enjoyment of grace unto the 
cnd, 
Concerning the Third , We believe thar all erue Believers may have a comtort- 
able allurance of their bleſſed eſtate in grace , by the teftimony of the Spirn of 
Adoption unto their conſcience, given them in the fincerity of rheir walking with 
God in the Covenant,according to that which the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. $.15,16. The 
Spirit of adoption whereby we cry. Abba Father, the Spirit ut ſelf beartth witneſs with 
0147 ſpirit that we are the Children of God : and a Cor,1.12. Our rtoycing is this « the 
teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and god!y ſincerity by the grace of God we 
have had our c:verſation in the World, > 


How the Particular Tearms of the Covenant are made good to Profeſſors, 


JN the particular Call of Profeſſors to entertain profeſſedly the duties, and therein 
© reccive the Graces of the Covenant, Two things arc to be acknowledged, 
wherein the Communion of Saints do conhiſt, 

Firſt, Thar ſuch as prefefie the name of Jeſus Chrift are to be gathered together, 
and bound to joyn themſelves in®ne body as members one of another in Chriſt, 

Secondly , T hat rhey are to be perfe&ed and built up by the work of the Miniſtry, 
rowards the effe& of rhe Covenant. | 

Concerning The gathering of Profeſſors rogether into one Body. 

Firſt , We belieye that'to effeQ'this, the Lord hath given gifts unto men ; Ar 
firſt Apoſtles, Prophers and Eyangelſts, ro-lay the fourutation of his Church, and now 
Paſtors -and Teachers re build rhereupen; who- have continued and ſhall continue by 
a lawfu}l Ordinary Calling unto the End of the World! | 

decondly, We believe allo that che gathering rogether of Profeſlors into one bo- 
dy,is lawfully performed, when they protcfledly Fe up themſelves inte God through 
the Miniſtry of the Teſtament - which Chriſt hath inſtituted , and by their profelicd 
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ſubj=&ing of themſclves to all the Ordinances of Gods houſe , which make the Be- 
lievers as one in the Covenant with God , ſo one with cach other b:fore the Werld 
in the profeſſion thereof ro Gods glory. 

Conceining the perfe&ing and building up of. the Profeſſors. as one man, till, they 
come to the meaſure of the ſtature ofthe tulneſs of Chriſt in the Covenant, We be- 
lieve that the Lord hath appointed ſeverall adminiſtrations of the gifts of his Spirir 
to be uſed amongſt them in the houſchold of Faith , ſome relating principally ro the 
inward man, and ſome to the outward man ; and all to be performed as the lervices 
of Love in the communion of Saints. - - 

The adminiſtration of gifts ng cn to the inward man, is in the duties 
of publick worſhip, whereunto Profctlors are obliged to apply themſelves by attending 
ro the word of Propheſic, and by joyning, in the ordinary Sactifices of Prayers and 
Paiſesto be offered up unto God in his houſe. and in rhe extraotdinary and lawfull 

uſe of an Oath and of a Lot, wherein Gods preſence is to be arreſted and petitioned, 
when neceſſary matters cannot otherwiſe be derermined. 

The adminiſtrarion of gifts relating principally to the outward man, is in the du- 
ries of Love belonging to the communion ot Saints,wherein Profeſſors are obliged to 
watch over one another, obſerving cach others converſation, and to ſupply cach o- 
thers wants in all things. And although in ſome reſpeR, all are bound alike to ad- 
miniſter their gifts ro each other by themſelves, yet We belicye thar the Elderſhip is 
more eſpecially bound to ovcr-ſce the wayesof their Flocks , and to make uſe of the 
Keyes of rhe kingdom of heaven rowards theme , to open and ſhut the dore of comforr 
unto them as they ſhall find cauſc : and that the Deaconſhip is more particularly ob- 
liged ro confider the bodily neceflitics of the Saints, and ro diſtribure the Contribu- 
tions of Profeſſors to ſuch as ſtand in nced ihereof, 

Hitherto, We have ſpoken of the wayes by which the Covenant is eſtabliſhed ; thar 
is to ſay, whereby God doth offer ir, the Ele& do embrace it, and the Profeſſors do 
entertain it before the World. Now tollowcth the *Reaſon wherefore all men. arc 


bound thus to entertain ir and keep ir. 


Of the Third. 


Wherefore all men are bound to entertain the Offer, and k'cp the Tenor of the Covtnant, 


He Ground and Motive wherefore all men ſhould receive the Offer, and ob» 
ſerve the Tenor of the Covenant which God. doth make with them, is Two 
fold. 

Firſt, becauſe God hath now commanded all men every-where to Repent , and 
belicye the Goſpel. A. 17. 30. Luk, 24.579. # 

Secondly , becauſc God hath appointed a Day wherein the Dead ſhall be raiſed, 
and the World judged in righteouſne's by the man Jeſus Chriſt ( 4&s 17.31.) who 
will receivenone iato Glory,bur ſuch as have kept his Covenant by Repenrance and 
Faith, and by making profeffion thereof before the World. | 

Hitherto, We have mentioned the fundamental Heads.of Faith which concern the 


Revcaling and the eſtabliſhing of rhe Covenant, Now tolloweth that which conccrn- 
eth the conicmation of the lame, 


Matters of Tiuth $0 be Inown to coafirm us in the Covenant. | 
Oncerning the contrmarion of the Covenant, wo. things. arc to be acknow-. 
| ledged. | Fuſt, 


: 


Firſt, What God on his part doth offer ro aſſure us of the truth of his meaning 
and the Reality of his purpoſe in the Covenant, . 

Secondly , Whar the Belicycrs on their part are bound ro do in accepting that 

which God doth offer for their confirmation in the promiſes of the Covenant. 
Conceining the Firſt, We believe, 

Firſt , That God hath givenunto ſuch as he hath received into his Covenant, cer- 
rain Signs to repreſent the Reality of his Purpoſe, ro contirm the things promiſed in 
the Word, and to conve'gh the affurance thereof unto them thereby, as badges of his 
ſpecial Love to them in the Profeſſion, 

Secondly, We believe further , That theſe Signes are appointed for three ſeveral 
uſesin thc houſe of God :; | | 

Firſt , for the Reception of Profeſſors into Gods houſe, to oblige them ro enrertain 
the Covenant profefledly ; and to this effeR, Bapriſm is appoinred. 

Secondly , for the maintenance and cont:nuance of P:ofeflors in the unity of the 
corn og wich God, and one with another ; to which End the Lords Supper is inſli- 
ruted : and * | | 

Thirdly, for the ſettlement of orderly Courſes and rhe due obſervation and ad- 
miniſtration of all Gods Ordinances in-rhc heuſe wherewirh he is in Covenant : and 
for this uſe rhe Impoſition of the hands of the Presbyrerie is appoinced ; viz. ro give 
lawful amthority to thoſe that are Publick perſons in the Profetiion of the Covenant. 

Concerning the Second, We believe ; 

Firſt, Thar the Faithfull are bound to make uſe of theſe Signes for the Ends for 
wh.ch God hath given them, by taking them up and applying them to thoſe ro whoa 
he bath ordained them, as Evidences of their dependan.c upon him, and of their 
owning of his Coycnant, and of their Profeſlion thereof before the World, | 

Secondly , We believe that the Sign of _—_— is ro be-applycd unto all whom 
God hath reccived inte his Covenant, and belong unto his houſhold.z that rhe 
Sign of the Lords Supper is to be applyed umto all that have embraced, and do enter- 
tain profeiſedly the Covenant ; And that the Sign of the Impoſition of hands is to be 
applyed unto all that are called and to be ſct apart for any Publick Office in the 
Church, 

Hicherto We have reckoned up the Heads of the Principles of - the life of Godli- 
neſs, as they riſe from and relate to the Covenarll which is the ground of all Spiri- 
tual Relations berween God and tis, Now felloweth that which is to be known con 
cerning the ſubſtance of that life which God doth wotk in Us by the Covenant. 


Concerning the Subſtaniials of the Life of Godlineſs, 


He Subſtanrials of the lite of Godlineſs are nothing clſc bur the power & practice 
of that Nate and life whercby we are made one with God; and walking with 
Ch1iiſt in the Conant, we cnjoy God in him both ourwardly and inwardly. - 
The enjoyment: of God in the Inward man, is by the New creature and his life 'of 
communion with "God. Þ; | 
Concerning the New creature theſe things ſhould be known ; 
I, Whar for change is whereby a man becomerth from an Old, a New creature, . 
and is born again, | 
2, How that change is wrought in the Soul by the knowledge of Chiift ia the Cu- 
Y<nant ; and how the conſcience is qu:ckned therein by him, and railcd.to a new-lte, 
3. How that change is diſcerncd to be rcal and fincere 3, and the deccintiuinels 6: 
a pretended or imaginary change diſcovered, D 3 Cons 
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Concerning the Life of inward communion with God, rheſc things ſhould be ac- 
kgowledged, | | 

I, Whar it is ro know and worſhip God in Spirit and truth, 

2. How the Spiricual man doth walk with God by faith, by hope, by love, accord- 
ing to the Coycnanr, 

3. Whar thar vertue is, whereby he is enabled to have God alwayes before his 
| eyes, and to doall things inthe name of Jcius Chriſt, giving glory to God the Fa« 
ther through him. "0 

4, What Tcntations are oppeſire unto this Life, both from the corruption of our 
narure, and from Satan; and how thcy are refated. 

The enjoyment of God in the Ourward man,is by the open profeſſion and praQtice 
of Obedience unto the will and wayes of God in all things: which hath two chict 
parts. | | | 

The firſt is, To deny the praRice and profeſiion of ungodlineſs, and of all worldly 
Luſts, Ti, 2.11, 13. : | 

The ſecond is, To offer up our bodies gs a living ſacrifice unto God, by our rca- 
ſonable ſerving ofghjm in the Covenant, Rom. 12. 1. | 

Concerning the denying of ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, theſe chings ſhould be 
known. 

1, Whar the Pratice and Proteflion of Impiery is as it proccederh 

Firſt, trom Natural Athciſm. 

Secondly , from vain Philoſophy, the Traditions of men, and the Rudiments of 
ehe World, 

Thirdly , from the ſtrong Delufions and the deceitfullneſs of unrightcouſneſs, 
which Saran is permitred to make uſe of inahe end of the World. Y 

2, How the Conſciences of Natural men are to be dealt withal and conviatcd con- 
cerning the wickedneſs of rheir Practices in this kind. 

3. Whar the nature and the original is of Actual fins,and bow they proceed from 
the power of inbred Luſt. 

4. How the motions of Actual fins arc to be reſiſted ; nor only by the inward pu- 
rification of the heart, bur allo by the outward exerciſes of a Mortined lite, wherein 
the body is kepr under and brought. into ſubj<Rion, 1 Cor. g, 27. 

Concerning the offcring our bes a living Sacrifice unto God by the Covenant, 
Three things muſt be known, for the ordcring of our converſation aright in rc lpe& 
of our ſelves, in reſpe& of our Neighbour, and in reſpe& of God : for hereucito the 
Apoſtle, Tit, 2, 12, doth referre all mens vertuous ations in this World, by Sobric-. 
ty, Juſtice, and Religiouſnels. | 

Sobriery-doth comprehend all the way of our converſation with our ſelves; Juſtice 
all our converſation with our Neighbour; and Religiouſnes all our converſation ro+« 
wards God, ; 

And theſe Heads of our eurward converſatiori ought to be han@ed and taken vp 
in this order; becauſe the duties of the Firſt kind are ſuch a ground-work for the Sc- 
cond and Third, that withour Sobriety in reſpeR of our ſelves, nothing can be don: 
rightly towards God er Man ; And the Durtics of the Second kind are in Gods own c- 

ſeem preferred to the Duties ot the Third ; becauſe he doth require 
Mat, 5.23, Mercy of us, and not Sacrifice; that is, the Works of Juſtice and 
Mat.12,7, Charity rowards our Neighbour , more then the Works of outward 


I/a,1;11.to 19, Worſhip towards himſclt. | 
v / 


. Of the Ordering our way toward our ſtluts by Sobricty. 
O be ablc to order our ſelves and all our wayes in Sobriety, we muſt know ; 
1. Whart the nature of Sobriety is, as ir-is a Rule of reſtraint ro moderate our 
{clves in all our Undertakings as they are ous, 

2. Whar the nature of our intemperance and inclination to Exceſs is, and whence 
ir cometh ; v3. from Selt-love ; where we muſt know what Sclt-love and lclt plca- 
ling is, and how all manner of Exceſs procecdeth from thence. 

3, How Sobriety doth proceed from the Grace of Self-dcnial, accompanicd with 
Conrentation, Meckneſs, and Lowlineſs, which Chriſt upon the Ground of the Co- 
venant and Promite of Reſt doth invite us to learn of himſclf, Mat, 11, 29-' 

4. What rhe proper -work of Sobricty is,in reference ro the natnral afts of AfcRi- 
ons ; where is to be noted thar our natural affe&tions may be two wayes vitious ; ci- 
ther as they diſcompoſe and wrong us within our-ſelves,or as they tend to dilſcompulc 
and wrong our Neighbour. In the fiſt Reſpe&,they are to be regulated by Sobricty; 
in the {ccond by Jultice : ſo that the proper work of Sobriety will be to keep the atts 
of our natural Aﬀections within the bounds of that lawful and 'necelfary uſe whereun- 
to God hath appaintcd thetn, And to diſcover theſe bounds,the natural Deſires and 
A&ions of Chriſt in the fleſh as he did ſubordinate them unto the lite of God in the 
Spirir, according to the Covenant, are to be taken notice of as a Rule, 

5. What the Rulcs of Sobriery are in particular, in reſpe& ot the luſts of the flcſh, 
as meat and drink,caſc and ſoftneſs,the conjigal bed, and all other dMghttul attions 
inherent to the body. | 

6, Whar the Rules of Sobriety are in reſpec of the Juſts of the eye, as outward 
fighrs for pleaſure and curioſity ; the coverouſneſs of Riches, and wharlocycr cif: 
may be a putchaſe,or from withour an Objc& of the eye to luſt after. 

7. What the Rules of Sobricty are in reſpect of the pride of lite, as rhe aftcQa- 
tion of Glory and Honour, the yanity of Worldly Pomp and appearance; the fjat- 
rery of our- ſelves in the way of our Paſſions, Emulation, Anger,Strite, Envy, and luch 
like, which are the fruirs or companions of Pride, 

$. What the rules of Sobriery are for the o:dering of our bchavieur as well in 
ſpceches as in a&ions, as at all times, ſo eſpecially in times of ciolles and adverſities, 
or of proſperiry and joy, wherein there may be a provocation to exceed , 9nd misbe- 

have our {elves in geſtures,if nor in ſpteches and ations cantrary ro Sobricty, 
"  O/ the Ordering of out way towards our Neighbours by Fuſtice, 
$ i O be able ro order our way juſtly rowards our Neighbour, we muſt know, 
1, What rhe nature of Juſtice is in rcfcrence to a Scciety, as it is a Rule to 
direCt every one to pay that which they owe to one another in their Society, 

2. Whar thenature of Injuſtice is, and whar doth incline men to deprive ethers 
of that which is their duc; namcly the ſpirit of men which Juſteth ro envy, Here 
then we ſhould know what envy is, and tow the [pirir rhergot ſupported with Pride 
and covetoulneſs dorh ſer men upon all manner of Injaſtice. 

3. How the Acts and way of Juſtice procced from the grace of brotherly love, 

and eſpecially trom theſc Fundamental Rules thercof z As ye would that men ſhould 
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Came. 
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©: to ſerve us [or our good, Rom:15.2,3,7, Phil,z, 3.till 9, Love one another as I 
loved you, Joh.13.34. | Fs 

| | 4. Wharthe proper wotk of Juſtice is,in reference to that which is goed, ind b 

[Love duc unto others : namely ws obſerve all inoffenlivenels and communicativene(s 

'COWards evycry one. 

4. What incffenſiveneſs is, and by what Rules our wayes may be made void of 
oftencc : and of what importance the oblervation of thoſe Rules are to the Pco- 
f:llors of the Covenant of Divine Love in Chriſt, whether their wayes relate ro thoſe 
thar are within,or without the Church. : 

6. What communicariveneſs is, and by what Rules all good things are to. be im- 
partcd unto ethers, either as they ſtand in need thereot, 'or otherwiſe they may be 
profitable unto them . wherher it bz the Communication of Mercifulneſs by. which 
we relieve them of their Miſeries; or of Bountifulnels, by which we prevoke them 
to Love and good Works. 

7. How all Duriful ations which we owe to others in word or deed concerning 
their perſons, or that which doth belong unto them, ought ducly and obligeingly to 
be performed, that juſtthings may be done juſtly. 

8, Whar Rules of Juſtice arc to be obſerved concerning the offices of Love com- 
paratively due to Enemics, to perſons indiftcrcntly atfeRed, and to Friends in ſeveral 
degrees of necrnels. Y 


Of the Ordering of our wy towards God by Religiouſatſs.- 


'O be able to order our way toward God Religiouſly,we muſt know, 

Firſt, Whar Religiouſneſs is, or whar the nature of that tic and obligation 
is, by which thoſe that are in Covenant with God are bound in all their ourward 
carriages to ſhew that they depend upon him and regard him, . 

Secondly, Whar doth incline us nacurally co Lrrel.gioulnels, that is, not to referre 
our ſelves unto God,nor reſpect him as we are bound to do by the tenour of the Co- 
venant, in all our wayes ; and whether it be nor this that we cafily forget his Omni. 
preſence, and the Supremacy of his Influence over all Creatures, and regard too at- 
eentively the properties of Secondary .Caulcs as they may have, and the thuughts of 
men as they have an Influence upon us, 

Thirdly, how this obligation doth proceed from the conſcionablc apprehenſicn of 
theſe following,and ſuch like laws and Rulcs of Juſtice and Equity. MIN 

1. Youare boughr with a price ;[Gloriie therefore the Lord in your Soul and in 
your Body,which are the Lords. 1 (v7.6.2. 

2. He that is aſhamed of me and of my words in this adultcrous and finful genera- 
tion, the Son of man ſhall be aſhamed of him,when he cometh into the Glory ot his 
Father with the holy Angels. Mar.8.38. Matth.10.32,33.C4k* 12.8,9. 7 

3. We ſhould walk worthy of God who hath called us to hisglory and kingdom, 
1 Theſ.2.12. 

4. As Children of God in the World without blame , we ſhould ſhine as Lights, 
and hold forth the Word of life. Phil. z.15,16, ana ſuch like in 1 Pct,1,15,16,17, 
18. and Fpheſ.5.1.2,8.and 1 7et.2.9,10,11,13. and 1 70%.1.2,3. and cliewhere, 

Fourthly, What the p1oper work ot Rel:igioutrels is, and whether it be not to 
walk alwayes in the Lghr of a good conſcience truwards Gouand men, Als 23.1, 
and 24 16, 65 2 IE 

Fitchly, Wherher the proper Rule of a good con'c.unce in this walking, is on ro 
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follow the grace of God which bringerh Salyarion, in fincerity,and nor according to 
worldly wiſdom, 2 Cor.1.,12. Tit. 2,11,12- And whether the parts of this walking 
are not chicfly or ſummarily theſe; x, To confeſle and profeſs openly the truth, 
2. To worſhip God privarcly and publickly,obſe: ving-all his Ordinances, 

Sixtbly, What the Rules are of a Religious open confeflion of the truth by word 
of mouth. | by 

Seventhly, Wharthe Rules are of a Religious profeſſion of the truth in deed and 
converſation, 

Eighthly, Wharahe Rules are of a Religious ſuffering for the confeſſion and pro- 
fcſhon of the truth, : 

Ninthly, What the Rules are of a Religious worſhipping of God in private, by 
Prayer, by Reading and Meditating the Word,and by private conference, 

Tenthly, What the Rules are of a Religious worſhipping of God in publick, by 
Hearing rhe word, and Joyning with the Profcflors of the name ot Chriſt in Prayer 
and praiſes, and in the fellowſhip of all the publick Ordinances, whercby the Cove- 
nant is eſtabliſhed oi confirmed amongſt men. | 


Itherro we have mentioned the Subanrials of the life of Godlineſs in refpe&t 
of the diſtintt parts rhcreot, as well inward as outward ; 

But becauſe a Thing is neither in it {elf compleat, which hath nor all the pairs 
joyned in ſuch a way as is ſurable to the proper End theicot, aor in reſpe& of tis 
compleatly known, except we underſtand both what the property of each part is 
d ſtintly, and alſo what the-joynt frame of all is, which makes up that whole, which 
is the Reſult of their nnion $3 therefore unto the former conſideration another ouſt 
be added,wherc'n the union of all theſe parts is to be dilcovered, that we may ſee 
the entire frame of the whole courſe which: is conformable unto the will of God in all 
things, as well inwardly as ourwardly, in all Dutics at once which will make up the 
{ybRance of the parts of a Godly life, 

And to bring us unto this PerfcHtion,God hath given a peculiar Rule whereunto 
he doth oblige all men ro be fo fully conformable, that whoſcever wranſgreficth in 
any one Point thereof, is guilty of all, Zam.2.10. becauſe the true and periect ob- 
ſervation of any one Duty,doth import a full conformity of our Wills ro the Will of 
him who doth command all the reſt; and the tranſgreſiion of Geds wi'l in any one 
particular, doth bewray an inconformity of our wills from the will of him who doth 
command all che reſt ; and this is ro be a tianigretior of the whole Law; becauic 
th: whole Law is nothing elſe bur the will of Gol ; and the ſubſtince of cur whole 
Obedience is cothing elle bura total ſubj:Rion of our wills unto his will, as ir is 
revealed in the Law, K9m,2 z©0.for God hath given the form of knowledge ard of the 
tuh inthe Law,to this end that we ſhould not diſpleaſc him, but ro ſludy 1o p!:aſle 
him in all things ; for the whole ſubſtance of ovr Religions fear and love is coniratt- 
ed unto this a'm.thart we ſhould do nothing that is diſpleaſing, bur every thing as it is 
acceptable unro him, Our performance ther, of a!l Dutics in order to the tulfilling 
of Gods will, and obleryance of the Law, is the ſubſtance of rhe whole life of go3};- 
neſe, For the Ten Commandments g:ven in Mount Sinai. which God wromw rw'ice 
in Tables of Srone, arc the Unive:lal Rulc of Righteouſneſs, as they contain tit: 
nature of all Duries which are generally obliging unto eve: y one, and as they com- 
>> og iN one cxprefiion, both the Sp11 itual and Bodily periect.ion of every Humnianc 
f\ct.on, ; 
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The Do&riae then of the Ten Commandments ſhould be delivered to this effe, 
in Four diſtin& Heads. © 
The Firſt ſhould contain the Rulcs of igrerprerting the Commandments. 
The Second ſhould let us ſee the Abſtrat of all the Duties commanded , and fins 
forbidden herein. Ee 
The Third ſhould ler us know the Definition or Deſcription of all thcſe Duties 
and Sins, with the Mcans and-Helps ſubordinate unto the dutics, and the cauſcs 
which beger, andche fignes which manifeſt the fins ; and although perhaps ſome of 
the things formerly mentioned in ſome of the parts of the life of, godlineſs,may come 
to be named here again, yer this is not to b: counted any Lau Togic or ſuperfluiry, 
becauſe the ſame thing may be more then once handled,under different notions and 
reſpe&s in ſeverall places ; Here then all durics whatſoever, and every thing oppoſite 
thercunto, are only ro be handled,as they are commanded and forbidden inthe Law, 
which is the univerſall rule of Righteouſnel(s , ro ſhew the perteQion of the Law, 
and the nature of every action, as it agrecrh or dilagfeeth with the rule , and the 
qualiry of every vertie and vice, as it is ranked by Gol in the whole frame of thar 
lite which the Law doth require or condemn : all which are macerial points of know- 
ledge,and can no where be properly hatidled bur in this conſideration of the Law, 
The fourth and laſt bhead,ſhould deſcribe the watch which all men (hould have, af- 
well over themſelves, as ever others for the obſeryatien of the Law ; for as all par- 
ricular vectues make up bur one perfection of obedience, by their conformity , unto 
the Rule of the Law; ſo all mens obſcrvation of rhe Law in their ſeveral wayes,doth 
make up but one ſubmiſſion to the will of God in them all,their joynt care of each 
others conformity unto the Law ; for all Profcflors as they are members of each other 
in Chriſt, make up but one body and {piricual man in him ; and this is the ſubſtance 
of the whole life of godlinefs, when by the grace and truth which is in Tcſus Chriſt, 
the righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fl:ſh, bur af- 
ter the ſpirit ; for the Law of the ſpirit of life, which is in Chriſt, being through Faich 
effeQuall in us, to free us from the Law of fin and death, which is in our nature, 
doth make us conformable unto all that is well-pleaſing unto God, ſo thar in every 
may We arc enablcd to prove what is chart holy, perfe&, and acceptable will of 
od, 


Which things being laid open, I ſuppoſe all that juſtly may be defired concern- 
ing the ſubſtantials of the life of godlineſs, in the whole and parts,will be ſufficien:- 
ly diſcovered ; _and ſo the ſecond part of this body of Praftical D;vinity will be 
made up, | 

Of the Circumſtantials of the Life of Godlineſe, 


A hou the ſormer rules of Piety, which. are comwon to all Believers and Pio- 
feflors, may well ſuffice to dire& every one upon all occaſions what ro do, not 
owly becauſe they contain the grounds of all duries, and the properries of all yerrucs 
bur becauſe God in the Covenant hath expreſlly promiſed, that he himſcJf will reach 
all his children ; and Chriſt hath engaged himſclf ro ſend unto his Diſciples, a ſpirir 
which ſhall lead them in all cruth : yer ſeeing the Scriprure doth lay open,nor only 
the ſubſtantiall rules of the whole Profeſſion, in the general nature of vertue and vice 
by the precepts of the Law, bur doth mention in particular rearms,the circumſtanrial 
dritics alſo which are ccn(iderable in order to the Profefiion z therefore theſe ought 
ditin&ly to bz apened,and mage the third part of this body. 


Where again I ſhall dcfire that it may be oblerved, that the rhings here ro Fe 
; handled, 


[24 
handled, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from the ſame things handed before, in this 1eſpe&- 
rhat in the foregoing pact, all a&ons are to be conſidered in ordes ro that which is 
their perpetuall nature, and ſubſtantial properry never to be altered ; bur in this parr, 
all a&icns arc to conſ:dered in order to that which is alterablc in them according ro 
the circumſtances; therefore in the former part, although the heads of all things 
which are to bc mentioned here, may be brought in and named in their own places, 
yet the handling of them ought nor to go any further, then ro define the univerſal 
nature and properties thereof, as it is common to all times, places, caſes, and circum- 
tances ; but in this pair the particular caſcs and circumſtances, which are ordinarily 
incident to perſons of (eyeral conditions, are to be raken into conſideration , to ſhew 
them the rule of their walking rherein,to obſerve that which is righteous and anſwe. 
rable tothe Law : H:re then we preſuppoſe the knowledge of the definition, and eryg 
notion of all vertues and vices (which is the proper work of the ſubſtanrial Dodrine, 
for under thart reſpeCt all things are handled there ) and we refle& upon the various 
ſubjzxQs, obj:Gs, relations, and occaſions of putting forth theſe ations which are dil- 
covered to be vertuous or vicious, that the way of maintaining our courſe in vertue, 
and declining vice, may be known in matrers circumſtantiall,afwell as ſubſtanria!l. 

Thele Circumſtantiall qurics arc of three ſorts , ſome regulate the narura!l, ſome 
the ſpirituall circumſtances of thc ee of the Profeſiofs, ſome retate unto both, 

The natural! circumſtances concern either the Sex in reſpeR of rhe difference which 
God hath made therein ; or the ſocictics which ariſe amongſt men from rhe conjun- 
&ions thereof, 

Conce1ning the difference which God hath put between the Male and the Female, 
we ſhould know this, : 

1- What the prcheminency of the Male is above the Female, in reſpc of right, 
ro nannage domeſtick and publick concernments. 

2. Whar the proper worke of each Sex is, which: we maycall the natural)! calling 
thereof ; that is, what the imployment is whereunto God hath creared cach Sex,thar 
they ſhould advance his glory in their ſeverall kinds. 

' 3. Whar the rules are,by which cach Sex ſhould order it ſelfc, within thoſe bounds 
and limits of employment whercunto God hath appointed ir, 

Concerning the narurall Socicrties which ariſe amongſt men from their con juni. 
ons, we obſerve that | | 

The firſt natural ConjunRtion and Societic is of the Male and Female, of one with 
one,for the propagation of Mankind, which is Marrimoniel,of which we (hould know, 

Firſt , Whar Gods appointment is concerning marriage ; in reſpect 

1, Of the ends for which it is to be intended lawfully, and for which it ought nor 
robe incended, . 

" 2, Of the perſons who may or may not joyn rogether in that ſtare, 

3. Of the manner how ,it ought ro be ſcrled berween theſe who may lawfully 
Joya thercin, . | 

4. Of the duties which married perſons owe to one another , by which they may 
obraine the lawfull ends of their Conjun&ion, by Gods dlcfling, 

5. Of che cauſes for which marriage may lawfully be dilolved. 

6. Of the manner and waf how it ought w» be, when needs it muſt be diſſolved, 

Secondly, Whar rhe inclinations of men are to abuſe marriage, afid what corrup- 
tions are become cuſtomary therein, even amongſt Profeſlors, 

Thirdly, How prejudiciall the abuſe of the ordinance of marriage is,not onely to 
the holy Profcflion, but even ro the Society 4 Mankinde, 
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Fourthly. 
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Fourthly , How farþoth Miniſters and Magiſtrates are bound to. endeavour each 

in their own way, to reRike the abules of this Ordinance, by repreſſing all Whore- 
domes, Adultery, Inceſts, and other unlawful! ConjunRions, as Concubinate and Po- 
Iygamy, and whatloever in this kinde is contrary to the wilt of God, andto the right 
ule of nature. ; b 

The ſecond naturall Conjun&ion and Secicty is of Parents and Children, where 
we muſt know ; 

I,” Whar the duty is of Parents towards their Children joyntly ; in reſpeR af their 
education, an4 of theit ſettlement in a courſe of life in the world, 

2. What the duty of the Mother is towards the child whiles it is an Infant; how 
far ſhe is cbl-ged to g ve. it fuck and attend it her feltc, and in what calcs ſhe may. be 
dilpeaſed withall in reference to theſe duries, 

- *' 3. Wharthe duty of che Father is toward the Childe after it is paſt the Rate of In- 
fancy, and how far he is obliged to look to the education thereof himſelte 3 and in 
what caſes he may be diſpenſed withall ro commir it unto a Deputy, 

4. How the peculiar care of the Daughters belongerh ro the Mother, and the pe- 
Culiar care of the Sons to the Father, chiefly, whcn they are paſt childe-hood, 

5. Whar the duty of Childcen when they come to years of diſcretion is towards 
their Parcnts, and how they ought tO yield unto them not onely honour and obedi- 
ence, but a requitall in their old age. 

6. How far the law of Marriage,by which a man is appointed to leave Father and. 
Mother, and cleave to his wife , doth emancipate him tom fubje&ion and depen- 
dency upon his Parents, ; 

7. How family duties ought to bc obſerved in the Socicties of Parents and Chil 
So and what obligation doth lic upon Parents to worſhip God with thoſe of their 
family, 

The third naturall Conjun&ion and Society is of brethren and ſiſters, and of kinſ- 
folks, where we muſt know ; | 

1. Whar the nature and extent of the relation is, and how ir differs from the fore: ' 
going,.of Man and Witfc, and parent and childe. | 

2. What the duties of kins/olks are rowards each other, 

3- What the proper care and aftc&ion 1s, which is more due unto kinsfolks re. 
ſpc&ively, then unto others ; though theſe in all reſpe&s be as commengable, and 
perhaps farre more commendable tor grace and verrue then they, 

The fourth naturall Conjun&ion and Society,is of Alliance, where we muſt know, 

1, What the nature and extcar of this relation 1s, and how far it is inferior unto 
that of kindred, | , 

2. Whar the proper dutics thereof are more to cach other, then to mcer ſtrangers, 

All theſe Conjun&ions and Socicries are properly naturall, and unavoydably ne. 
ccilaiy, if we ſuppoſe the propagation of Mankinde by Marriage ; there are other con- 
janRions and ſocieties which arc more voluntary and freely raken up, or lefr off, as 
there is cauſe found z and theſe are againe cither ot one with one, or of many toge- 
ther in a Society, 

The voluntary conjunGion and ſociety of one with one, is of Maſter and ſcryanr, 
where muſt be known; | ; 

1. For what ends, and in what emploſments,men ought ro ſeck for others to ſerve 
. them, and in what things they ought to lerve themſelves, | 
2, What the duties are of Maſters rowatds their Scryants.: 


3. Whar lawtall ſervices and cmployments are in humane Socictics, and for what 
cnds 
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ends men ought to offer themſelves to be ſervants unto others, : 
4. What the duties are which fervants owe unto their Maſters , and how they 

ought as Chriſtians to performe the lame. h 

The VoJuntat y Conjun&ion and Socicty of many together in one Body,is either of 
many Families to make a City , or of Cities to make Provinces, or of Provinces to 
make Nations and Kingdoms : all which are ſerled in cheir Relations by Laws, aid 
maintained therein by Officers indued with Authority and Power to adminiſter the 
fame; whence doth ariſc the Office of Magiſtrates and Subje&s ; where we mult 
know, | 


— 


Copterning Magiſtiates ; 


I, VV Har a Magiſtrate is in the Societies of Chriſtians, F 
2. Whence Magiſtcarcs have their Authority, 

3. Whar the proper work of their Employment is for the good of the Publick 
Society ; And whether it be not to procure the obſervation of Buth the Tables of the 
Meſaical Law in the Common-wealth over which they are Rulers. 

4. How the Sword is committed unto them,and to be uſed-by them for Vengeance 
againſt evill Doers, and for the Reward of thoſc that are good, 

5, For what End Taxes and Cuſtomes are to be laid upon Subj:Qs, 

6, What Offices are nec:flary and lawfull ro be conſtiruted for the Peace and 
Safery of Humane Societies. 

7. Whar maketh Warre lawfull in a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, and what unlawlull, 

8. What Power hc hath ro adminiſter Oaths, and for what Ends. 


Concerning SuvicHls we myſt hnow ; 


I, V Hat the Duxy of a Chriſtian SubjeR is rowards the Supream and Subordi- 
nate Magiſtrates. ; 
2. How they ought to be ſubje& nor only for wrath, bur for Conſcience ſake. 
3. Whercin a Chriſtian ought not re be in ſubje&ion, or a Servant unto men. 
"T ltherto we have mentioned the Heads of Matrers which relate unto rhe Cir- 
cumſtances of the Natural Lie ; now follow che Circumſtances of the Spiritual 
Life of Profcſiors, { 


= Spiritual Life of Profeflors doth Relate ro the Church,either as it is made up 
of Membe:s ro make one Body ; or as in it are Offices and Officers with ſeveral 
Charges, | 
Concerning the Members of the Church, we muſt know ; 
T, vV Hat Right and Relation a true Profefſor of Chriſtianitie hath to any, o: 
all che Churches of Chriſt, 

2. Whar uſc he ought ro make of that Right and Relation ; and how he ſhould 
apply himſclt ro ſome particular Congregation, where his conveniency of Edification 
iS greateſt; 

3. How the Common Protefſion and the Durics of holy Communion with all the 
Members of Chriſt are to be maintained, notwithſtanding the application may be o1- 
dinarily made unto one particular Congregation. : 
5. Whar the Care is which Membcrs owe to one another in the Communion ct 
2aints, to build up each other in the Coinmon Profeflion, 
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5. Whar the peculiar Duty and Reipe& is which a!l Profefiors ewe umtotholſe that 
arc the Leaders of others in the Profefion, for their wor ks ſake, 

6. How all Members and Proteflors ought to walk towards thoſe that are without, 
as to adorn the DcQtrine of the Goſpel in all things, 


Concerning thoſe that b:ar O fice inthe Church of God Fe, muft know ; 


I, VV Har the Office of a Paſtor is, and how he ought to diſcharge ir. 
| 2. Whar the Office of the Teacher is, and how he oughc to dilcharge it. 
r 3. How the Dutics of the Paſtor and Teacher ae copjoynt, and how dilt.nR and 
cparate, « 
4 Whar the Office of a Ruling Elder is, and how he ovght to diſcharge ir, 
Sd: Whar the Office of a Deacon is, and bow he ought ro diſcharge it, 

6. What Correſpondence and Communion theſe Officers ought rohave one with 
another,for the ſtrengthening of each others hands in their Duties towares the Flock, 

7. Whar Correipondence and Communion the Officers of ſeveral Congregations 
' ov ght ro have one with another, for the-maintaining of the uniry of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace amongſt themſclves, ro prevent or remedy Differences, and for the 
propagating of the trurh unto others that have nor as yer received it, 

Of all theſe ſtares and Relations, the Dutics thould be laid open as they are pre» 
{cribed in the Word diſtinaly. 

Then the ſtate and Calling which hath a reſpe& ro all ſorts of Socicrics joyntly, 
as being the Seed-plot and Seminary of all Vertues to be cx-rciled therein, is the 
ſtare of Schooles : where ought to be delivercd ; 

1. What kinds of Schools ought ro be conſtituted, furable ro the Principles and 
Litc of Chriſtianity. 

2, To whom the Care of ereCting and reforming of Schools doth belong t and 
whar neceſlity thre is of this work, | 

3. What the peculiar Duties are of School-Maſters and Miſtrefics, and of Schellars 
"t both Sexes, 

Hitherto, I have reckoned up ſummarily the Heads of thoſe Truths which will 
make atull Body of Praftical Divinity, if they be throughly handlcd, and if the par» 
ziculars which may be referred thereunto be hily brought in, | 

As concerning the Supplement of Calcs of Conſcience, I ſhall fay nothing for the 
preſent : hoping that it che Poſitive Truths be Compleatly handled, and a General 
Rule ſhewed how to draw from the Tenor of the Covenant, a rcſolution of Conſcio- 
nable Diffculries, there will be no great need of any laige Treatiſe in this kind, 
Yer 1 will nct deny bur that a full Body of Caſc-Divinity maybe ulefull, it well orde- 
red and publiſhed by ir ſelf : bur 1 weuld not have the Body of Poſitive Truchs aver- 
burdened with Caſcs: becauſe our main Study ovghr to be about the knowledge of 
the Rules, and our exerciſe abour ithe application of the fame to our waycs : there» 
fore we need not to = a body of Difficulties to be reſolved, bur our wiſdome 
will be, either to avoyd them ſo far as may be by x cleer dire&ion preventingþthem, 
or to overcome them when they cannot be avoyded, by ſuch a method as may be ca- 
fic, and followed by all chatunderſtandthe Truth of Gods meaning, and theix own 
duty in the Covenant, 

Thus I have advcntured to cut our Work , and offer Tacks ro thoſe thar ſhall be 
willing to joyn in compleating this pious Undertaking : nor that I preſume to pre- 
cribe or timitany Within theſe bounds, or to follow this Method, but thar 1 would 


give occaſion unto ſuch General hints as theſe are, For unto theſe three Heads of 
= . x5 0 | | Princi- 


Prineiples, Subſlantials, and cirtumſtanials of Praflice, | ſuppole all the ColleSions 
which may be made out of our Authors, may be referred ; and if this Effe& can be 
obrained in any comperent meaſure , 1 ſhall have whar 1 intended by theſe Propo- 


fals. 
Hirherto 1 have ſpoken of the Body of .PraRical Divinity, which I conceive will 


anſwer rhe requeſt of Forram Proteſtant Divincs made uncous. Now 1 ſhall come 
ro the Reaſons why ir ought to be compiled and imparted unto them, 


Of the Second. | - 


What the Reaſons and IMotives are, which ſhould induce us ta 
make up this Body of Divinity, and Communicate 
it to Forraine Proteſtant ( hurches. 


cellency of the thing. it ſelf , and the Call which we have thereumto by forraine 
Churches, with thoſe Arguments which in their Letter they have allcadged : 


Truely theſe inducements a. abundantly ſuffice, and ovght to engage us 


| F to adyance this Goſpel-work, there were nothing elſe tro move us, bur the ex- 


moſt eff: Rually rhereunto : / we have any true zeal to the glory of God, 
by rke Propagation of rhe 3 If there is any ſincere inclinarion to enter- 
tain the Communion of the Spirit , by the Communication of ſpiritual Gitrs and 
Graces : and if there is any fervency of love toward the Bi other hood,or afteQions of 
ſerviccableneſs rowards the fellow-members of Jeſus Chriſt; all others reaſons be- 
ſides thoſe which they ofter unro us, will be found luperfluous, and of little uſe ro 
pcrſwade ; becauſe rhe heart thar is rightly ſes in heavenly places, and raiſed untoche 
rrue Obje®s which unite the lame with God, 1s not aGed by carthly Motives, al- 
though it may refle& ſomerimes not unprofitably upon matters of particular concern- 
menr. | 

Bur we find roo often (and that to our great grief ) when we have to deal even 
with mcn that are accounted emninent in the Profeflion of Religion , and that are 
of good abilities ro judge of all things clſe,that yer thoſe Reaſons which in their own 
nature are beſt, moſt {pirirual, and moſt univerlal,are nor rowards them moſt effeRual 
to perſwade ; bur the morives whictrare more particular, more outward ,and of kfler 
| worth, doch rather work, and take more powerfully with them, Whether this doth 

fall our, either becauſe good Men-do nowal wayes throughly underſtand the beſt Rea- 
ſons; or becauſe the matrer thereof though underſtood,yer is not alwayes mainly and 
direfly intended : or becauſe the Reaſons which are of lcile worth, are alwayes mo:e 
l-yelro all mens natural Capac'ties;Or laſtly,becauſe outward and particular matters 
are moſt ſuirable ro cloſe with humane affefions ; 1 will not now ſtand ro diſcourſe, 
W har ever the canſe of this may be, 7 ſhall endeavour at rhisrime to prevent it, by 
raking into conſideration both forts of Reaſons; that both 'uch who (being trucly 
Spiritual) are in Lye with Chriſtianity tor ir ſelf, and ſuch allo who (walking in a 
lower Spheere) regard more direfly humane and antward rclations, may finde in ehis 
undertaking,that wherewith they ought ro be affeRted, 

It we lock then before other things upon God, and upon our ſclvcs as in his hand 
We 
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we may perceive that he doth highly honour us aboye our reformed Brethren hdy 
herein,that having reccived with them the truth of the-Golpel in the purity thereof, 
we arc made partakers above then of this moſt eminent gift ofpractical knowkedg,and 
cnjoy the means thereot more abundantly then any other Church whatſoever : Yee 
the enjoyment of che moſt eminence of hiy gifts is nor all che Honour which God hath 
conferred upon us , bur hc hath cauſcd the Excellency of this blefling ro become ap- 
parent unto all the Churchcs : So that they not oncly reſpeR, love and eſteem us for 
the ſame , bur they heartily with and defire for themſelves the (ame favour at Gods 
hands; and they are moved without cavy, to make thric application unto us in a 
friendly manner, that we in love to Gods glory would impart.uato them the fruit of 
that kindnc<ls which he hath beſtowed upon us, Thus we fee that he hath nor onely 
@<{crcnce to himiclt, put Ornaments upon us,to beautigie us with ſalvation, bur in 
reference to our Brethren, he is pleaſed by this means to make us honourable among ft 
them ; tor he doth fer us forth in their cyes as velicls which contain the Richeſt of 
h.s graces , and by whom he ſeems ro be willing to make unto all people his caſt of 
tat things,fullot marrow, I/a.25.6.and a feaſt of wines on the Jees well rchned ; and 
leaſt we ſhould not take notice that we are fitted to be ſerviceable in this kinde unto 
the whole houſhold of faith,he hath moved ſome ot the chief members thereof (who 
are brands pluckt our cf the fire of perſecution) ro pat us in minde of this part of our 
Guty , by luing towards us, and calling upon us foi the improvement of this peculiar 
1alent, wumo the end for which the Lord hath given the {ame unto us ; for they cell 
us in their Lerter;God hath givcn all his Gi'rs rggvegy one to profit withall :; That to 
prefit with lis Gifts js to adminiſter? unto others pollpar we arc not the dire owners 
of his Gifts, nor are they our prop: icty to ule thenbegwve pleaſe, but all our Title to 
them is onely this,that we arc Stewards thereof to uſe them as he hath appointed us; 
and as by the ri: ht ule thereof we may cxpeR a great reward and increale of Glory 
t9 out ſelves ; ſo by the abaſc of our truſt that is,the not uſing of our Talent to bene- 
fit others thereby ; we thall bE found unprofitable ſervants, and delerve both to be 
deprived of the Grace we have receives, andrto be caſt off into utter daickneſs where 
viecpingis and gnaſhing of recth forever, Thus we ſee they pur ws to the tryall of our 
love rowards God, by the diſcovery of our willingneſs to plcale him in fulkiling the 
-nown purpolc of his will They pur us to rhe trial of our love towards our Brethren, 
by the maniteſtation of our Reſolution to turniſh them with char which may benefkir 
them to their Edification ; They pur us ro the triall of our taithfulneis both rowards 
God and Man, by cur. bchaviour in our $tcwardikip and obedicnce to him that doth 
imploy us, and our ftorwardneſs-to.diſpence his Gifts unto our Brethren, to whom by 
his appointment we aic buund ta beſtow them; Aud they pur us unto the tryall of 
our finceriry in believing the Promiſes, and icaring the Lhreamings, by the ſenſe we 
have-of the reward: that ſhall be givento roſe rhar uſe rightly, and that abuſle their 
Talcnt : And tor alith's they not only fct before our cyes the thanktulneſs which we 
awe unto God for the honour he hath confericd upon us more then upon others ; bur 
they pat us in minge cf the wayes by which, encly we aic cnabled to Glorifie 
God here on Earth among t men : by which-we arc made capable of-bcing glo- 
rikcd with himfclt in heaven heiredficr; and by which the Juſtice is maintained, 
which maketh all the SubjcRs of his Kingdoin through the Holinels of their Com- 
nunion,\ulceptible and lenlible of their own and cach others happine's, and withour 
which there won, be lavle difference berween the State of Chi.ſt; Kingdom and the 
Kingdom: of this World, For as concerning, our thanktulnels rowards God tor the 
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luvnour dene to us by him, ſccing our goody. ls cannot be extended waro hin P/a.16, 
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2, (for no man can be profirable unro Gol, as he that is wiſe'may be profitable uned 
himſclt, Zob.22.2.) but onely unto the Saints that arc in the Earth, and to the cx- 
cellenr ones in whom is all our delighr : What other or lcfle acknowledgement can 
we render unto him, then affe&ionately ro endeavour, that the fruirs of his kindneſs 
rowards us may have ſome reflexion back agin towards him, by redounding to the 
comfort of hs own deareſt Children. : 

And concerning the cnely way by which we are enablcd to glorifie God on Earth, 
our Saviour tels us that herein his Father is glorified, that we bear much h 
fruit and fo become his Diſcipies; No man can ſhew forth the Fathers Joh15.8, 
Glory otherwile,then asir and he is in the Son,nor can any man be in the Son,other- 
wiſe then by becoming his Diſciple ; nor can any man become his Diſciple otherwiſe 
but by following him ia the way wherein he did glorific his Father:Whence ic is that 
the Apoſtle teaching us to gloritie God with one mind and mouth, Rom. 15.6, 7.doth 
fer Chriſts example beforeus as the onely rule , bidding us receive one another as 
Chriſt alſo received us tothe glory of God: Now the way by which Chriſt reccived us 
ro the glory of his Father, was no other bur by the imparcing of his Fathers Graces, 
and thc free propagation of his goodneſs unto Man-kinde;by this means he hath ( as 
the trus Vine)born much fruir,& by this means we alſo ſhall bear much, fruir,if here- 
in we become his Uiſciples; nor is there any other way on Earth opencd bur this to 
glorife God amongſt men ; for all good works, without which no Glory can be given 
unto God,of what kind ſvever, gloritic him only in this,that they ſhew forth his ver- 
rucs,and cauſe men totake noticevf the excellenty of his Nature,that they may have 
cauſe to admire and lovezand praile him in the ſame; and if we-do nor ſet our hearts 
entircly to wo1k all our works in God,that he may thus be glorified thereby we have 
renounced in our heart the grear end of our Creation , which is nothing elſe bur his 
glory z and the only means by which that end is attainable, are good works ſhewed 
torth unto men, M 17.5.16, for we are Gods workmanſhip created in Jeſus Chriſt unto 
Guod Works, which God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk in them, that in 
the ages to'come he might ſhew the exceeding Riches of his grace in his kindneſs ro-" 
wards us through Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ.2.7,10. Thus then'the only way ro glorific.God 
the Auchor of this Talent is to improve it,by imparting unto others freely that which 
Chriſt hath freely given umous. | 

Nor is there a readier way by which we are made capable of being glorified with 
God hereatter, then thus to glorific him on Earth 3; we ſce the ſlothful ſervant was 
deprived of glory, becauſe he was flothful ; and others were made partakers thereof, 
becauſe they were diligent and faithful in uſing their Talents; and the promiſe is 
that ſuch as are wiſc ſhall ſhine as the brightnes of the Firmamenrtzand they thar turn 
many unto Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever, Thisthen is our wiſdome 
to win ſouls unto God, and turn many unto Righteouſneſs, and this will prove the 
greateſt tolly, and the greateſt unthanktulneſs that we can be guilty of, that having 
ſo great a Talcnt in our hand , and fo fir for fuch a ſervice, goes not thereby 
Honour God by making it ulcſulto the enlargement of bis Kingdotn, x 

Bur above all this,there is a Law of Juſtice which doth require this duty of us as a 
drbr ro be paid unto all @ 5 are ſuſceptible of the b:zn:fir thereof ; bur chiefly unto 


thoſe that challcnge * as having a right thereunto ; all that belong ro the houſhold 

of Faith, have a 1ight ro all the priviledges of rhe houſe, and all the gitts an4 crea- 

lurcs pertaining to ir are theirs ; all things are yours ſaith rhe Apoſtle, z Co7.3.21.22. 

becauſe every member of the Body hath an intereſt in all the graces which flow from 

uhc head as canfersed upon the Body , no; cd, ang member poitzile any thing for . 
c 
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fel, bur fot the wholezridt is any thing, in it (clf,bur as it ſander in i place to ſerve 
the whole, and as it belongerh unto-other members , for we are ſaid to be members 
one of anothct, So that we have @ right 'to.challenge for our uſe, as our own, alt 


the graccs which another hath, if we (tand in need thereof , nor is ic lawful for any 
to rctule the Communication of any 28 gitt wherewith he is pollelicd , ro any 
that craveth it of him in the name of Chriſt; except he will make himſelt guilty of 
the bjcach of che great and Fundamental law of the Kingdom of Heaven , upon 


which the happineſs of that whole Srarte is ſerriced; for the happineſs of the State of 
Chriſtianity above all che States of the world isthis, that all che SubjeRs thereof 
are but onc new Creature and Spiritual man in Chriſt , rhsr they are made and cal. 
kd to ſerye one another in Love, as he ſerved us, and to enjoy him in each other, 
as hc is the lame light of Twurh, and light of God in all; for the enjoyments and 
Poll: ons of all other men in all other Statcs and Kingdoms of this World aze di- 
ſtin& and peculiar ro every one, becauſe ſome things are incommunicgbly proper to 
fome more then to -others , as their Jot is fallen amongſt men { and except this 
Law innatural things were obſerved , there would be nothing butcndleſs and in- 
_ extricable confuſion and ſtrife , yea much more then now is amongſt the Sons of 
men)But ir is nor ſo in Spirirual things ; the Spiritual man his joy is this, thar others 
partake; of all his bleflings, that others have atight in him and intereſt, and be 
in them for all their Grace, and thar he is a debtor of all that he hath uato 
every one , and eyery one are debtors of all that they have unto him ; So thar 
none can count himſelf happy or compleate in any thing, -or ought co 1cſt 
contented within himſelf, withvur the Happineſs, Perfettion and contenredneſs of 
others ; Thus none can want what another hath; and what God hath given unto 
any,it is to be offered unto all ; and he that doh not live by this Rule in the Church 
of God, doth exclude his own ſoul from the Communion of Saints, and maketh him - 
ſelf incapable of all the Felicitics of Chriſts Kingdom. We ſee then how many and 
how ſtrong the obligations are, which bind us unrothis duty of Spiritual Communi- 
cation of the graces which we have reccived to profit withall; for if we ſhould 
not intend this , we ſhall diſcover our ſelves to be of all men the moſt ingrateful 
rowards God, and moſt unworthy of all the Honours which he hath taſt 
upon us; Wc ſhall ſhew our ſelves deſtiture of all love, bath ro God and man, and 
of all fairhfulneſs in the truſt commirted unto us, of all fiacerity in our Profeſſion, 
and of all care cither to advance Gods glory as becomerh the Diſciples of Chriſt, or 
to be advanced unto glory by him, or to maintain the happineſs of our-own Eſtare 
by fellowſhip with his members, or finally to*diſcharge the debr of Righteouſneſs 
which we owe unto others on Gods bchalf; for God hath aſſigned the payment of 
all the debrs which wc owe unto him, which are the fruirs of his Graces towards-us, 
© be Jaid ont upon the members of Jeſus Chriſt, thar much joy and many thank(- 
givings from many hearts and mouths, maFtredound to the glory of the Father 
through him. If then we ſhould hold this truth of God in unrighteouſneſs, we ſhould 
* not enely be found enemics ro God and our fclves, lo far as in us lyeth to fruſtrate 
him of his intenr, and our ſclves of all the honour whereunro he doth defign us, buir 
oppoſite unto all goodneſs, ro ſupprefie the brightneſs of his glory, to darken the 
comforts of his Children, to defraud our Brethren of rheir juſt efraim and expeRarion, 
and to deprive all ſorts of racn of that whcreia we are indebred unto them ; for ir is 
nt onely our Brethren (that challenge that which is their right, -of us, on Gods 
bchalf)tro whom we owe this duty as a debr,bur we owe it unto all men ; that either 
now , or in aſter ages may prof thereby, rowards the advancement  'Chritts og 
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om ; and thar is che thing which our Brethren in the contluſion of their Lerrer, 
prefle (iliough' briefly yer — - pom us: for having propoſed Gods intention 
in piving his Gifts, our duty anſwerablk rhereunto, aud their demand rome upon 
both they preſent unto us the benefits which'enſue our performance of their requeſt, 
which are allrhe cffe&s of the truth which is in the Goſpel, as by ir ſelf it is uſe- _ 
full tinto all ſorts of perſons, young and old, Teachers and thoſe thar are raught, 
Godly and ungodly, Peaceable and contentious : Frue Profeſſors and thoſe that crre 
from the Truth , whether by H :fie, or Security, or Obſtinacy 3 and in a word 
to all men,aſwell of this age as of that which ſhall ariſe hereafter;all the advanrapes 
of InftruQtion, Dire&tion, correRion, comfort , Reproof and conviftion , tending = 
ro ſet forward peace and joy, through Righreouſnels and Holineſs inthe ſouls of men, 
or wharſoever bleſſing elſe, any ſha!l-ſtand in needof in their ſeveral conditions : all 
this 1 ſay, we are Debtors to procure unto them, by the means which are pur in our 
hands to rhar effeR ; for at this time both God and Men do call upen us to make 
this uſe of our Peculiar Talent of the word of life,in holding it forth unto them. 

If therefore we ſhould hide our Talent, and put this candle which the Lord 
Hath 1;ghted among us to give light unto all that are in the houſe, under a buſhel, 
thar is, if we condeſcend not to this their defire,we ſhall wrong all the Churches ; we 
ſhall rob theſe in particular that ſuc for ir of what is their duc : andas much as in ns 
Hierh we ſhall make rhe word of Truth ineffe&ual, and ſhew our ſelves adverſaries to 
his vertue and the manifeſtation thereof : which how the Lord will in the End rake 
at our hands , I ſhall nor need to mention, But I ſhall heartily rather pray that in 
love to himſelf and to his Truth,our ſpirits may be ſtirred up to behave our ſelves in 
the opportunity of doing this ſervice as ſhall be moſt anſwerable unto our own happi- 
neſs, and the glory and the kingdom of Chriſt whereunto we are called. oÞ*' 

Theſe are rhe conſiderations which from the narure of the Dury ir ſelf ſhould in» 
duce us tothe petformance thereof , which our Brethren in their Lerter having onely 
rouched and pointed at, 1 have thought good a little further thus ro enlazge, that 
wharevetr ſhall be undertaken in this kind, may procced from the r1ght Principle and 

frame of heart,which will make the work acceptable unto God and profitable unto 
thoſe thar go abour ir, For if the work be nor intended upon theſe groands,and upon, 
theſe alone,direRly and principally withour worldly conſiderations and humanc Re- 
ſpeRs as leading Morives, it will ind bur ſmall ſucceſs, and little condu from rhe 
Spirits? grace to give it a furtherance, becauſe no enterpriſe can have more ſtrength 
then irs chief Aim and ObjeR can give it, 

And alcthongh ſome other Arguments of this nature and ro the ſame effe& mighr 
be alledged, or the ſame might be further infiſted u perhaps not unprofitably ; 
yer becauſe theſe Motives are the chicf ro which all others may be referred, and ſo 
evident that they cannot (as I conceive) be denyed, and of ſuch efficacy (if laid co 
heart) that where they cake not, none other in this kind are like re perſwade ; there- 
fore 1 ſhall nor inſiſt any further upon them ,bur come to the ſecond ſort of Perſwa- 
fions, which in order unto theſe foregoing may perhaps adde ſomerhing ro our zeal 
and reſolution as ir proceedeth from a mixt affe&ion'; which even good men are in- 
Cclinable ſomcrime to entertain rather as they are men, then as they are the Childrca 
of the moſt High;depending immediately upon his Will. . 

If we look then in the ſecond place upon our ſclyes as we are amongſt the Profefſ- 
fors of the Goſpel,engaged not only ro maintain the credit of the Profeffion , bur ro 
adyance the Retormation of the Churches borh at home and abraad,and ry concurre 
with Forrain Proteſtants ro afliſt the Common Cauſe of Religion againſt rhe Ene- 
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mies thereof, we {hall find nothing more ſurable ro the credit of our Profeffion., or - 
more advantagious to our own and others reformation, or more effcRual in our con- 
Currence to-aflift Forrainers in che Common Cauſe, then the” Compleating of this 
Body of Practical Divyiniry will be, Ds 
The Credit of our Proteſfion doth include a twofold Notion ; the one dorh look 
ar the Profeſſion in it ſelf, the orher at us as Profcflors: in both theſc, there is ſome 
' matter of Credit to be upheld as ro men. In reference rothe Profe ſion, we are bound 
in conſcience (ſ{ceing we bclicye ir ro be the ſaving Truth of God) ro make it Credi-* 
table and Honourableb:fore all men , approving ir umiothe conſcience to be ſuch 
as we bclicye it to be. And in reference to our-ſelvesghe good opinion others have of 
our lincerity, zeal and abilicy in the way of the Profeſſion, doth oblige us in honeſty 
to endeavour to the urmolt roanſwer their expeation, and mainrain the Honour of 
our good name iti relation; tro our Religion. In theſe reſpeRs I ſay, the complear- 
ing of this Pragical-Body of Divinity will be of i{pzcial uſe, as well tor the honour of 
the Profeſiion,as for our credit in upholding ir. 
| For whereas nothing doth ſo much cirher ſcandalize the weak,or ſtagger the igno. 
rant,at the profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, or give advantage on che one hand 
unto the Papiſts ro ſeduce filly ſouls ro a ſuperſtitious worthip, as this reproach, That 
e are all brok:n to picces among our-ſelves , and divided in our ſeaſe about Relazton, 
baving uo cert aiaty in any thing : on the other hand unto theſelf-conceited Libertines, 
ro entice high minded Zelors to the pride of fingular Saintſhip, as this other Ree 
proach ; That we reft in prattice of form*s ;, and being deſtitute of the power of God- 
Lneſs, bave nothing that u ſp:ritual in our Profeſton : Whereas % ſay) both theſe 
Adverſarics labour different ways, and upon colou rable prertences (taken from parti- 
cular miſdemeanors wrongfully applycd unto rhe whole ſubſtance of Religion ) to 
diſcredit and blemiſh the profcſſion of che rruth ( which we Miniſters are chiefly 
bound to uphold) there can be no courſe cither more anſwerable to the nature of our 
Calling , or ſo proper to ſtop the mouths of theſe Adverſaries , or ſo'fir to ſertle the 
wavering thoughts of unſtable ſouls, or more eftcQual ro vindicate the credir of the 
Profeilion from the aſperſions of divifion, of uncertainty , of furmaliry , and of rhe 
want of ſpiritual power, then to make up this PraQical Body of Divinity. For it be- 
ing compoſed of thoſe many Poſitive do&rines which are undeniably evident in the 
Scriptures, which being underſtood will be cleer co the confcience by their own 
light., which, will manitecſt all che crue grounds of ſpiritual knowledge, nor fantaſti- 
cally bur with real demonſtrations , and which unanimouſly all Prorcſtants will fully - 
acknowledpe to be the ſubfance of their Profcilion and Religion : 1 ſay , thoſe Do» 
&cines being garhered into a full body,will ſtand as an uncontroulable witneſs for the 
credir of the Truth againſt all theſe injurious,reproaches. | 
Nor can it be imagined that in.the great multitude and variety of particular 
Opinions, in the manifold diſputes, and inconſiderate hears of men abour matters 
extra-fundamenca} , and in the diftcrenc as of things which are bur circum- 
Ranrial,a way of P;acc and fairy: ſhould cirher be found for aur ſclycs,or ſhewed untg 
others, by any other means then by a demonſtration of our agreement in all truths 
and duties which are neceflary for Salyation in reſpeRt of God, and profitable for 
edification in reſp:& of one anorher : And this is that which our Brethren in the 
Larter part of their letterhint ar, when they tell us thar ſuch a _ of Divinity will 
not.oncly be ſerviceable for Schollars, bur even for Teachers, to turniſh, them with 
more uletull marzer in their Sermons then now they are able to find in the books of 


' controvyerſie, whe;cunto almoſt all their Learning 18 reduced , repreſeating now: us 
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the evil which befalleth moſt of their Churches : viz, that they are overwhelmed with 
marters of Centroverfic : that their controverſal writings are yoid of Piery,tull of bic- 
terneſs , 'and no ways tending to edification ? And that thu young Schollers of 
Divinity being trained up to rhis way of contentious Learning, for want of -beiter 
Teaching , prove in the courſe of their Miniſtr very often void of all Charitabicne's, 
and ſtrangers to peaceable AﬀeRions. Which evils by our Pious affiſtance and cn- 
deavours they hope may be remedied, if we would gather ouc of our Authors, who 
handle matters of Divinity in a Practical way as they relate ro conſcience ; aFull 
and ſound body of ſaving and ſavory truths, which may be pur into their hands 
- © wakcnthem unto Righicouſneſs, For they conceive nor amils that by Gods blc(- 
ſing ſuch an Inſtrument of knowledge and way of THOng which ic will produce, 
may not onely ſeaſon their ſpirits with meek and humble thoughts concerning 
themſclyes, and with loving, kind and merciful atfeftions towards their Neighbours 
(which will make them peaccable) bur may work upon chem the power of Godline's, 
when they ſhall perceive how the Theoretical and neceflary Truths of Faith which 
they make now marters of ſtrife , and have diſregarded as totheir true uſctulncl!s, 
ought to be applied unro their own and other mens confcicnces,ro teach them to wa'k 
with God in all their wayes. | 
And indeed this is a ſad matter, which not onely thoſe Churches groanunder, bur 
all the reſt more 01 lefle, bave cauſe ro bemoan : That becauſe many in the Miniſtt y' 
do ſpend their ſtrengrh and wit upon needlefic and curious 4/1 Swat gets about mar- 
ter\ of private opinion, rather then upon the application of known and neceſlary 
Do&rines unto conſcience, becaulc theſe diſpurations are agitated with more provo=- 
cation to heat and animolity,then to regular and modeſt ſearches after the way to 1c» 
| folve doubts imparrtially ; and becauſc rhe ſmalleſt differences of opinions beget or- 
dina1ily the cxtrcameſt diff.rences of affcRions, when men fludy.no Rules of mode» 
ration in reſpe& of Paſſions, or of being wiſe to Sobriety in reſpet of contemplati. 
ons, or of mutual forbcarance in reſpe& of ations (all which are things if nor hated, 
yer ſuſpeFed, fl ghred and negleRed almoſt every where in this age ) | ſay becauſe 
theſe diſorders ( which like weeds in a Garden not weeded, overgeow the Church) 
have taken place almoſt every where ; it is very doletul to ſee, that the main and 
great truths of the Profeſſion are extreamly negleRed and not..ar all Cultivated; and 
that by this mcans,the adverſaries(wholic in. wait to deceive the fimplegand watch to 
diſcredit our Religion ) do get all the advantages which almoſt thcy can.defue ,, to 
bring their ends to paſle upon us, and diſreſpe& upon our Profeflion ; tor when, the 
framcs of matters are diſcompoſed , as now they are in all the Churches (by reaſon 
of the alterations which are brought upon the Srares of the world : )-ir is no greas 
difficulry fer cunning men, to work Siniſter impreſſions , and thoughts of contempr 
againſt our Profcfiion, upon weak Spirits, who know nor the ſubſtance and true 
2rounds of our Rel;gion; but look anely ( as moſt. men do ) ſup:16cially- upou 
the outward appearance , and the worlt fide of other_.mens bchaviaus and tail 
ings, = . 
For theſe cauſes, if we have any ſenſe of Honour for the Truth, and if we have 
any defire as in conſcience we are fawn ro have, © maintain the Credit of our Re- 


ligicn,and to free it from the occaſions of all thele prejudices,we ſhould ſer aur {clves 

carneſtly ro hold forth, upon the Common and undenyable grounds of Twih', the 

ſubſtantial Excellency of the Do&rine of Piery , which by the making up ot this 

PraQical Body of Divinity may be done,and by none other way fo cftefually. 

. As for our own credit amonrgſt our RE refexence t9. the Yrotethian, if we 
3 , 


ſtudy, 


Rudy nor to maintain ir in Gods way, by the Propagation of the Truth wherewith 
we are intruſted , certainly God will blaſt it more then ever it hath raiſed ; Nor 
«Can we expe@ that 8ny thing will uphold our Reputation in Gods way, amongſt our 
Brethren, ſo much, as thic latisfaQtion which they expeR,- and we ought to give tnto 
them in this their defire z for hercin they pur us unto the real proof of our finceriry, 
whether or no we are willing to do any thing for the Fairh,and for them 5 and it. in 
this we fail them , we ſhall defcrve ro loſe our Credit with them , and that moſt 
juſtly, | | ? 
The Miniſters of the Churches of Grear Brirtane have always been efteemied by the 
reſt of the reformed Proteſtants, to be ſound in judgement,learned in the way ofPicry, © 
and zealous in the praitice thereof, moderate in their aftcAions, and diſcreer in their 
writings againſt Diſlentors : Therefore in the work of reconciliation berween the 
Lutherans & the Reformed Churches,they were never excepted againſt by either lide, 
bur rarher accepted as Mediators of the difference by both fides,bur chie fl by the fide 
which is beſt reformed, whoſe confidence towards us,and eſteem of us is clearly mani- 
feſted by the renor of this lerrer which hath been written to us about the body of Pra- 
Qtical Divinity; for therein with a grear deal of modeſty and humilicy,they net only 
defer a grear d:al of reſpc& unto the worth that God hath put upon us,bur they invite 
us to receive the Honour of being their leaders to Godlinefs, and their Teachers un- 
to after ages ; and although we may nor withour preſcrmpcion, think the better of our 
ſelves,becauſe others prefer us in Honour to themlſelves,or have any high rhoughrs of 
our own ſufficiency (for who is ſufficient for ſuch rhings ? and Chriſt we know is the 
only leader and teacher)becauſe our Brethren eſteem highly of us by ſubmiſſion uhro 
the Grace of God in us ; yet if there be any truth of generoſity in our Spirits, or 
any reſenrment of duty rowards ſuch as love us in the Lord , we cennor be mſenfible 
of ſo mighty a provocation as this unto love and good woiks, bur with all zeal, in 
rrue Humility, giving glory-unto God , we are bound to the utmoſt of our abilirics 
ro impart our {clycs unto them : not ſo much that they may not ſcem deceived in us, 
and we found unworthy of the Honour given to us ;.but that rhe free gift of Grace 
may be exalted in the Communion of Saints,and God alone glorificd thercby. Even 
amecngſt morall men ir is true,that Commendations adde life unto verrue ; and that 
as the beſt things in their narufe are moſt Communicable ; ſo ir is one of the chiefeft 
delighrs of rhe beſt matures ro Communicate the ſame , not fo much ro gain praiſe, 
as to do that which is good in it ſelf, and praiſe-worthy ; which is the contentmcne 
of a vertuous diſpoſition ; and if this is true in morall difpoſirions, how much more 
ought ir to be in thoſe thar are Spiritual : if therefore there be any-verrue, if there be 
any praiſe, ler us.think not only how to make good the eſteem which they have of 
us, but rarher todo that which is good and commendable ,. as it is acceprable unto 
God and approved of men ; for upon this ground the Apoſtle, Phzl.4.8. doth recotn- 
mend unto our care and ſtudy, all things thar are true, all things that are honeſt, all 
things thar are juſt, all ung: rhat are ps all things that are lovely and all things 
that are of good report; and that in reſpeR of vertuc,and in reſpett of praiſe : And if 
in this work which we are now exhorting to be ungertaken, all thcſe Morives concur 
ar once, ſo fully and ſocminently as in nothing more ; and that nor in a privare bur 
in a publickreſpeR ; rhen ir followeth,thar if chere be any verrue or ſenſe of praiſe 
to be regarded in order to the holy profeſſion, which only is our glory, that we will 
not ſuftcr our Repuration to fall corhe ground by a careleſs negle@ of fo manifeſt a 
duty, wherein our credit not only is ſo deeply engaged, bur our Religion it ſelf ex- 
rreamly concerned : So thar if upon theſe motives and confiderations, this — 
ſhould _ 


ſhould nor at all be cffe Red, .it would not only be an Argument of a moſt brutiſh in- 
ſenſibility and ſtupidity in us rowards that which is true honour 3 bur it would clearly 
evince the-unſoundnefſe of ons hearts in the Profeſſion ic ſelf , when we ſhould ap- 
car ſo carelgfic of maintaining and p:opagating the truth thereof,thar even with the 
ols of our tepurarion, and the loſs of the love of thoſe that have ſucd to us for this 
duty, we ſhould ſuffer it ro be blaſted and lie under contempr,when ir is in our power 
ro Vindicate,borh it and our ſelves from reproaches. 
And thus mach concertiing the point of reputation ; The nexr Motive in this kind 
is the advancement 'of the Reformation of the Churches, both ar home and abroad z 
a thing which doch mainly concern us,a thing whereunto we are deeply cnga and 
a thing -whercunto this work will be very conducible z for as concerning the Churches 
gr Es, ; that it will be a proficable inſtrumear in their hand, to fer forward the Re- 
formation which they ſtand in need of , we can have no. greater proof thentheir own 
Confeſſion in their Letter ; For this is the very ground why they make it their ſuite 
unto us, that ſuch a Body of Divinity may be compiled , becauſe'they expe from 
it and by it;an effc&ual means ro take away the chief cauſes of their DiſtraQtions and 
Diſorders in Spiritual things, And becauſe our own - Diſorders in ſome kind here at 
home,in ſtead of being Reformed, have increaled of lare, and do proceed fromthe 
ſame diſeaſes which have begotren theirs; therefore im procuring a Remedy for our 
ſelves, we may hope to become helpful unto them alſo, 

Now that this Body of Praftical Divinity will be yery uſeful ro this purpoſe, may 
be gathcred from the nature of our diſcale, andthe property of the cure to Remedy 
the lame. 

| The diſeafes which afflit us, procced rum rhe ignorance and diſtempers of our 
minde inthings pertaining to God, and from the unculmeſle of walking in things 
pertaing to Min, : This ignorance in rhe underſtanding , and diftemper in the will, 
and unrulinefle in the outward man , is fomented by the flight and cunning crafti. 
nels of ſome men of corrupt minds, who being reprobate concerning the Faith (as 
nor adhereing to the Teſtumony of clus in the Word, which is the rule thereof) and 
having taken up either a Superſtitious and Traditional formality, or a fingular and 
ſelf-conccited Sp.riruality of worſhip and of godlinefle, they deny the power and: 
reſiſt the eruth of both, by raking away the grounds, and making void the Commer 
' Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. | 

Theſe mer both ſuperſRtitiouſly and ſingularly affefted, ſccking to per followers 
unto their ſcverall waycs and opinions, agree to waſtthe Churches, andto blaſt with 
a pcſtilent breath all that is not conformable rs rheir prattice , if they can finde any 
ſmall colour for raifing Calumnies againſt it ; and thus they hill the Churches with 

diſputes, and the heads of ignorant people with profane and vain bablings, which 
eayly increaſe unzo more ungodlinefle :; For by this means (candals arc 'multiplyed, 
the unity of the Spirit diflolved, the bonds of 'peace negleQed, fattions (cr on foor 
and continued with animoſity, whercin the weaker fort-as Children arc toffed roo and 
fro, and carricd abour with every wind of DoRtrine , till they loſe their hold of all 
Principles,and then give themſelves over ro Atheiſm. | | 

This is the narure of oar diſcaſcs both at home and abroad ; therefore the Remedy 
for both will be the ſame, which can be none other bur to this efte. | 

Firſt,thatthe fairchful Miniſters and Profeſlots of the Goſpel, both there and here, 
Theuld ftand faſt together in one Spirirand one mind; ſt: iving together in one way 
for.the faich of the Goſpel,and in nothing terrified by their adverfaries, * 
Secondly, thar chey ſhould both with one conſeat agree'upon ſome profitable mY 


of handling neceſlary 8nd uſcful Comtroverfies , and of ſhunn'ng profanc and vain 
bablings, and the contradiftion of Science fallly ſo called, " 


w 


Thirdly, thatwe and they ſhould endeavour. by all poſlible means ro fgbr 2gainſt 


' our {piritual adverſaries with the ſword of rhe Spirit , which is the Word of God : 


holding out untsthg World the fame form of ſound words,and dividin@the Deftrine 
of Truch rightly in one and the ſame way of preaching and handling the Scriptures 


' to advance godlineſs, as it becometh workmen that need norro be aſhamed, 


% 


'in {uch matters we will knowingly.re 


And to enable us all joyntly ro endeavour theſe things; Lam very confident 
that next unto the graces of the Spirit , and the infallible word of truth, delivered 
unto us in the Scripwres (which are the rwo things which God hath Covenantcd to 
continue with the Miniſtry.unto the end of the World, i/4.49.21.) 1 ſay next vnto 
theſe two, I am confident that no means can be uſed toenable us unto that endeavour 
more fitly,and with Gods ordinary blefſing more ſucceſsfully,cthen this Body of Prati- 
cal Divinity,if ir were compiled and communicatcd in Engliſh to our men at home, 
and in Lat;n to thoſe that are abroad. 

For the rhree parts of this Body, if rhey were throughly and fully han4lcd (as 
from our Authors they may be) will mect direRtly and in a right order with the three 
main and Original cauſes of pur diſorderlinefle and diſtrafted condition, to ſhew the 
Spiritual wayes of Reforming the fame, wherein if we ſhall agree to walk unani- 
mouſly, as no doubt we will, we may undoubredly alſo belicve, thar by this Union we 
ſhall co all our adverſaries become not only invincible but irreſiſtible ro work the 
overthrow of Satans Kingdom, And this ſhall ſufficc alſd concernirg this point of 
Reformation, which is to be advanced by this'means : and which the faichful Miniſtry 
of this Land is bound to endeayour by the Tenor of their ſolemn League and Cove- 
nant in the preſence of God, who hath pur the means of this in cur hand to be 
effected, and now calleth npon us ro make uſe of the ſame. 

The laſt thing which 1 mentioned, whereunto we are engaged, and whereunrto this 
Body of Divinity will be effc&ual , is to concur with Forrajn Proreſtanrs in the 
Common cauſe of Religion,and to aſſiſt them againſt the Common Encmies thereof, 
This Concurrence and afſittance is an engagement that doth lie clſ[er to us ther 1 
find it apprehended by many: Therefore | ſhall endeavour to repreſent unto choſe that 
ace Conſcionable in matters of publick concernment,nor ſo much what help may be 
yiven to the cauſe by this means,for thar may be clearly ſeen by whar is ſaid already, 
b-ur what the obligation is which ſhould make us Concurre with Forrajn Proteſtants 
to uphold the protcfiion,of the cauſe. 

As con cerning the aſſiſtance which this work will yield unto the Cou'c, if we will 
adde any thing to that which hath been ſaid alrcady concerning the Credzr of the 
Profcflion, which ir will hclp to uphold, and concecning the Reformation of Dil- 
orders, which it will help to take away, we may conſider two things, 

Firſt, What properly the common Caulſe is. | , 

Secondly, Whar ir is that weakens our hands in proſecuring of it, 

If the Common Cauſe of Proteſtants be made any thing elſe thenthe Propagating 


.of rhe light of the Goſpel, which is atteſted in the Scriptures,thac the Kingdom and 


lite of Jeſus Chriſt may take place in the ſouls of all mcn, to the Glory of God the 
Father,by rhe graces ot his Spirir,ir is fouly miſtaken. ES | 
For ail th'x we have prorcſted for in former time againſt Poperty, is this, that we 
will nor be led by the difatcs of other men, to believe and praQtiſe upon implicic 
fa'th andblind obedience what they preſcribe to us in matters of Religion, bur that 
l, onely upon the Word of God revealcd inthe 
bo)y Scriptures,zo tollow the d.tarts thereot. ; And 


And as we are bound till ro continue this Profeſſion againſt Popery on the one 
hand ; ſo in theſe diſtracted times eſpecially, we arc obliged ro adde a further Pro- 
teſtation to clear the rruth of our profeſſion on the other hand; which is this, thar as 
we think it notlawfull for us to give up our faith ro other men, ſo we conceive it nei- 
ther acceptable ro God, nor ſafe for us to be led by the d.Etares of our own imagi- 
nations atone to believe and prafice fingularly and by our ſelves, whateyer in mat- 
rers of Religion we ſhall in our own private conceit fancy to be right ; bur that 
we will rationally entertain and handle the word of God in the holy Scriptures, 
for the underſtanding and pratifing of all Religions Truths offered and dutics 
preſcribed unro us therein : that is to ſay , that we will not interpret the Scii- 
ptures in matter of outward duty and performance,contrary to the Common grounds 
of reaſon and rightcous order among men ; and in matters of inward relation to- 
wards God , that we will be wiſe unto Sobricty, conceiving that to be the truth of 
the Spirit, which is moſt anſwerable ro.the common Fg tea of the Faith of all ages, 
and-ro the Spiritual ſtare of holy Communion which Jeſus Chriſt hath ſerled in the 
new Covenant between God and all his Members. 

The common Cautc of Proteſtants bath theſe four main intereſts in Chriſtianiry, 
by which it upholdeth the truth thereofzand thereby is diſtinguiſhable from all other 
Profeſſions. 

The Firſt is, The intercſt of Scripture knowledge. 

The Second is, The intereſt of the life of the Spirir, 

The Third is, The intereſt of orderly walking in all Gods Ordinances, Natural 
and Spiritual, | 

The Fowrth is, The inmtercſt of the Communion cf Churches in-reference ro mu- 
rual edification in theſe forenamed marrers, 

Theſe intereſts being all joyned and profeſiedly followed (thar is , openly owned 
withour offence 'as it bccomerh the Diſciples of Ch:iſt) make up the true Proreſtinc 
Cauſc,thar is,the profeſlion of Chriſtianity : And if any one of thc lc be not followed, 
the Caulc is ſo far deſerted, as it is neg]: ted, : h 

By Scripture knowledge ( which is the Fundamental Rule and Seed of the Pro- 
_—_ of Chriſtianity ) Proteſtants were begorten and are diſtinguiſhed from Pa- 
pilts, 

By the life of che Spirit (which is the heart and ſoul of the profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity) Proteſtants do- grow up in Chriſt who is their head , till chey ſhall come to a 
perfeR man : andare diſtinguiſhed from Socinians and all ſuch as rurn Chriftianiry 
into a Moral profcſſion of a new kind of Philoſophy, which is refined and « nrerrtained 
upon reycalcd Principles, but in efte& nothing beſides or above humane Reaſoning, 

By the orderly walking in all Gods Ordinances (which is the vifiblc body of the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity) Proteſtants ſtand firm in the tzurh, ro bear witneſs rhere- 
of uncothe world, and arc diſtinguiſhed from all Libertines that prerend ro be fo 
{piritual as to be above all O:dinances. 

And by the Communion of Churches ( which is the aRiviry of this viſible body) 
Proteſtants-are ſtrengrhncd in their growth and ectimony , made invincible 2gainſt 
their adverſaries, made helpful to cach other, and the cauſe, and diſtinguiſhed fiom 
all choſe that prerend to the ſingularity of Saintſhip in their ſeveral ways by them - 
ſclves alone, with the condearnation ot ſuch as go not along with them, 

Thelſ-« being the true intereſts of this Cauſe as it is ſubordinate unto Ch:iſtianity, 
and Chriſtianity being raken up upon none other ground bur as it is reycalcd in the 
holy Scriptures, nor maintained to any other End, but to manifeſt the life of Jelus 
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Chriſt by bis kingdoth unto the world, it is cicar that the whole obſervation of out- 
ward Ordinances and the praftice of mutual Communion, which are the two latter 
intereſts of the Cauſe, mutt riſe from the tuſt, and reſt in the ſecond of thoſe which 
are the former : and wharſoever defiznes, prattices, negoriations and undertakings 
are ſaid to be ſor Chriſtianity or the Pcoreſtant Religion ( which are all one) and do 
not attend ro advance dire&ly, either Scripture, knowledge or the life of the Spirir, 
or the walking under Ordinances, or the Cammunion of Churches, or do tend {eem-, 
ingly to advance any one of theſe without a retcrence to all the reſt, they aic ro 
be judged falle,deceirful and deſtriQive to the cauſe an4 truth of Chriſtianity, 

Therefore we ought to acknowledge none to be a ſervant to the Cauſe of Chriſt 
(that is a true Proteſtant) bur he who walkcth byrhis Rule of the new creature and 
upon ſuch be peace and upon'the Iſracl of God, 

As for me; I ſhall by Gods grace never entertain any deſignes and praRices, or 
favour any motions and pretences which are undertaken and proſecured with ſubriley 
or with a ſtrong hand againſt the perſons of a party diſagreeing from judgement, up- 
on this ground becaulc _ fayour not my way ; bur 1 ſhall raake the proſecution of 
their forenamed intereſts, as by ſpiritual means and wayes they are approveablec 
ro the conſcience of every rational man , the open and onely rule of my walking 
in this Cauſe, And if any man ſhall find me ſtraying from this path, and thew me 
that I am nor in it,he will oblige me to thank him tor conyerting a Sinner from the 
crror of his Way. 

Hitherto I have given you my ſenſe of the Common Caule of Proteſtants ; Now 
I ſhall adde a word or two concerning that which | ſuppoſe doth weaken our hands 
in proſecuting of it; And that is part)y an ordinary miſtake ; partly an univerſal 
acgle& of Dury in the Actors tor It, 


The miſtake 1s in two things. 
Firſt , Thar moſt meaning well to the Proteſtant Cauſe,as they do underſtand ir, 


a& all rather againſt the adverſaries thereof then for the Cauſe ir ſelf. 

Secondly , 1 hat when they a& fo, they take up no rule of Reaſon and Modcera- 
tion in dealing with adverſaries for their good, or upon grounds of Juſtice, bur give 
way to Paſſion and Hatred ; and all that is imagined to be hurtful co them, is ſup- 
poled to be adyanragious to themſclves : both which are courſes altogether prepo- 
ſerous unto Chriſtianicy. For the truc way of advancing Chriſtianity is not de- 
ſtcuRive bur edificative 2: rhat is, doth not intend to overthrow and build at leiſure 
afterward,as the Mcthod of ſome is : bur it doth intend to build firſt Chriſts kingdom, 
that thereby it may overthrow the frame of Satans Policy : for it holdeth forth the 
word of life and truth , that by the manufeſtarion of light ir may diſpell error and 
darknce's; And when this is done, then ir procceds to the condemnation of the wayes 
of unrighreouſneſs ; firſt it bringerh our thoughts unto the obedience of Chriſt, char 
then every ſtrong Hold of Satan, and every imagination and high thing which ex- 
alreth ic {elf againſt the knowledge of God may be caſt down : for except we bring 
Chriſt with us, and ſer him a working upon the Spirits of men that are in the ſnares 
of Satan, and led caprive at his plealure , we ſhall neyer be able roſbind the ſtrong 
man that hath poſſcſion of their ſouls ; and far leſs ſhall we be able ro ſpoil him of 
his goods,which are the luſts and the inclinations of th: fleſh , whereby he doth act 
{elt will ia them, thar they may nor be ſubjeR ro the will of God. 

The way then of Chriſtianity is more direQaly Poſitive then Negative and there- 
fore it is a miſtake to think that the refuring an4 oppoſing of adverſaries isthe main 
ubneclſs which oughtro.be proſecurcd intheſe times : bur a far greater miſtake ir _—_ 
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think that by making the wayes of our adverſaries odious , or by vexing their per. 
ſons, and prejudging them any way, (by hook or crook as we uſe to ſay) inthe free- 
| dom and conveniencies of profeſſing their Teners, we ſhall profir our Cauſe, or gain 
much upon or «gainſt them, No ſurely : tor this is a far greater Miſtake then 
the other ; and yer this is the ordinary pratice which is moſt commonly followed by 
thoſe who are zealous tor the Cauſe, Bur this way cannot porlibly prove {ucceflefull, 
becauſc ir doth quite miſtake the intereſt of Chriſtianiry , wh'ch is nothing elſe bur 
by the knowledge of the Scriprures and the lite of the Spirit tro bring men co walk 
orderly betore God and men, and live in the Communion which the Members of 
Chriſt owe to each other, © And if we aim not at this eycn rowards our Adver{arics 
to bring them hereunto, we deal nor with them as Chriſtians ought ro do, bur for- 
ſake our profeſſion, Now ir is neither .the convincing them of their particular 
Errors without further inſtru@&ion, nor the laying open of their ſhame, nor the vex- 
ing of their Spirirs by troubling their perſons, or ſtoping their proteflions that w:ll 
bring them to any of theſe holy duties which uphold the truth of Chriſtianiry, bur this 
way of dealing will rather ſer them fuither off in cheir Aﬀecicns, both from the love 
of the truth and from us : ſo that when we ſhall ofter them means tending direRly 
ro thar which is truely their way to life , they will rej<& the ſame, only becauſe they 
come from that hand which hath made ir {elt utterly hareful unro them. 

Theſe miſtakes weaken the Cauſe greatly ; but the univerſal negle& which is in 
Two main things, doth ir far more, 

The Firſt is, The negle@ of duty in uſing ſpiritual means,and in a ſpiritual way to» 
wards Difſenters. | 

The Secend is, 'The neg!c& of brotherly Communion in ſpirirual things, which is 
the laſt point of the main intereſt of the Cauie. 

The firſt neg le& which is of the means ſurable ro the proſecution of the Cauſe 
doth procced from the forenamed miſtakes, which indeed make ſome Profeffors man- 
age Proreſtancy as a Statc- Religion,rather then a true profefhion of Chriſtianity :. 
and ſo they take their ſtrength (chick'y again!t Diflenters) frem State- Authority and 
praices ſubordinate thereunto in a worldly way of Policy rather then from the 
work of God and the work of the Spirir. And becauſe Imany of the a&ive men 
who have parts, and ſo love. to appear in the Front and to take matters upon them, 
have been byaſlcd this way, ſome for one, ſome for another intereſt of Stare, making 
rhemſelves and all matters of Religion ſubſervient thereunto : therefore ir hath 
plcaſed God to befool them in their Counſels, and to ſuffer Sratan to ſer Inſtruments 
awork who hayc our ated them in all theſe waycs : bur if they had walked by Faith 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity , according to the Rules of the Goſpel within their 
own Sphere,$ nor according to worldly wildom;if they had in a cauſc of Chriſtianiry 
made uſe of none other means bur of thoſe which Chriſt hath uſed and ſan&ifhed 
unto rhem, and in that way by which he and his Apoſtles have ſhewed us they ſhould 
be uſed, they ſhould not have miſcarricd as they have done,by truſting to the arm of 
flzth, nor could Satan either have over-reached them in their Counſels, or ſtopped 
them in their fac on which now he hath been able ro do, becauſe he is of old 


Maſter of the Trade offMicy and power ,wHich they of late as young Prentices weye 
beginning rofrake up ; IMA rhis is ſo undeniably evident ro any thar will trace Publick 
proceedings in ſome a&ors, and compare them with the Rules of Chriſtianity , thar 
I am (for my Brethrens ſake) aſhamed to ſpeak of it any more ; and ſha!l therefore 
turn my back upon particulars ro cover them with filence as my fathers nakeeneſls, 
nor ſhall I mention any more of this negkeR in the general, leſt 1 ſhould fcem either 
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ro-reproach thoſe with theic failings, who by admonition may be reclaimed from the 
error of their way, or to furniſh the adverlaries w:th matter of contempr againſt the 
Cauſc,by reaſon of our trailries who mannage the fame, - 

- The other nevple& which is of Brotherly Communion in Spiricual matrers, both 
amongſt our ſelves at home and toward the Churches ab:oad , is of all others the 
greateſt hinderance to the Cauſe,and obſtrufion to the wayes of Goſpel-edification, 
For if brotherly Communion were not negleQed,all the former miſtakes and neglefs 
might be remedied by common advice : but d-caule it is not ar all laid to hearr, no 
remedy can cither be applycd, or being oftcred bzcome ctteftual, For now although 
ſome can diſcern the cauſcs of our milerics, and know where the Remedy thereof is to 
be found, and how to be made uſe of ; yer becaule our ſpiritual gifts are like dead 
mens bones ſcattered at the graves mourh, dil-joynted, withered, buricd within every 
mans particular breſt , without lite and withont coherence for the aions of life : 

theretorc we are unſerviceable one to another, nor can there be any common Cure 
applycd co common Diſeaſes. For as the body of the Church cannor otherwiſe be edi- 
ficd then by it ſelt through love , when every joynr ſupplyerh according to the 
cfte&tual working in the meaſure of every part , that which maketh the increafe of 
the body : ſo thecvils and diſtempers of the parts, which are deſtruttive ro the whole, 

cannot otherwiſe be rakeggway,bur by the |p.ricual communion of gifts,and the ſup- 
ply of Graces from one imAPber ro another. For which cauſe I have made it my work 
tor theſe many years to ſolicite the performance,ot this duty,and continue ſtill in ſo 
doing where ever 1 can. get any opportunity ts repreſent the neczflity thereot, And 
alchough mycarneſt and conſtanr Solicitations have nor been (o efteQualas I could 
wiſh, yet 1 muſt blefſe God thar rhey have not ben alcogether withour cfte& ; tor 

alchough there is not much appearing outwardly, yer ſome grounds are laid which LI 

am confident the gares of hell will neycr be abie to ſhake, | 

It cannot be denycd bur that moſt men are yer full of their own counſels, and 
thcrefore conſider not what is ſuggeſted or may be ſuggeſted by others ; moſt men are 
full of their own ſtrength ; and many of thoſe thar preach ſelf-gcnyal unco others, 
pcattice inTpiritual matters leaſt of ic themſelves, and therefore they look nor our for 
murual ſupply of ſtrength from the brorherly communion of Graccs z bur all men al- 
molt do plcaſc themſelves in cheir own way,fo that they regard no man furtherthen he 
doth come up and follow the way of cheir particular chooling, becauſe the Apoſtolical 

Rule and praQice thar being free from all, we ſhould become ſervants unto all, 1 Cor,g. 

19.is for the moſt part not art all regardeds | lay it cannot be denyed, bur that for the 

moſt part as yet things arc ſo ; Burt when he who is now in aQtion, ſhall have accom- 
pliſhed to ſcatter the Holy People, Dar.12.17. ſo that none of that ſtrength which 

Worldly-wiſe men have hitherto pur their confidence in, ſhall bc eirher ſhur up or 

lgit any more with them; Dent.32.36, then their care will be opened to believe 

thele Suggeſtions, and acknowledge this to be a truth, that Chrit is their Rock ſo 
far as they depend upon bim, and att joynily in his way, and no further, And it once 
this principle be entertained and made a Maxime to walk by in every —__—_— will. 
finde that the Lord will ſuddenly appear as Judge for his People, and ſpecdily repent 
him for his Servants. Bur rill we leave all-rthe confidences h by our own devices 
we have choſen to our ſelves, and till we have freed our ſpirifFfrom the deluſions and 


the jcalouſfies which we have framed unto our {c}ves, to ſanRihe the Lord alone in 
aur hearts, and to make him our confidence and our fear by walking in his way, we 


Now. 


cannot look for any proſperity,or expeR that he ſhould appear amongſt us. 


42 

Now his way is the way of brotherly and holy Communion, to maintain the know- 
ledge of his rruth in the Scriprures,the life of his Spirit in the Covenant, andthe ob- 
ſcrvation of his Ordinances in the Church z And whatſoever Counſcl .we follow,or 
courſe we rake which doth not lead vs to the og End in this way, will neva biing 
any comfort with it; And 1 may treely ſay, Becauſe this Counſel and courlc bath not 
only been negleRed by all, bur flighted and deſpiſed by ſome, therefore the Lord hath 
not as yet appearcd amengſt us. _ 

Thus we have ſcen what properly the nr Cauſe is, and what ir is that 
weakens our hands in proſecuting the ſa w if we look back upon the Body of 
Practical Divinity which hath becn delineared,ro conſider what ailiſtance andhelp we 
may give thereby unto the Proteſtant Cauſe, in caſe ve ſhall defire ro concur with the 
forrain Churches of Ch1iſt rherein, we ſhall find that ir ſhall prove one of the molt 
profitable inſtruments thar can be made, ule of, to maintain all the parrs and intereſts 
of the Cauſe, ang that hardly any thing can be ler on foor,that will be more ſervice- 
ablc both ro certific the miſtakes which make us miſcarry-in our undertakings for 
Chriſtianity, and ro ſer us ug#n the duties, without which the way of our Protefſion 
cannot ſucceſsfully be prolecured, 

For if you refle& upon the intereſts of the Cauſe,and rake notice what krneſs rhis 
Engine will have to maintain the ſame ; you ſhall perceive, that both by the proper- 
ries of the matter and form thereof, and by the application of the whole ro the uſe of 
holy Communion, it will be moſt advantagious to uphold the Protcflion of our Re- 
ligien + 

yt firſt, The matrer thereof will be nothing clſe bur the compleat and full ſub- 
ſtance of all thoſc Dofrines which are ſubſtantial unto Chriſtianity, as being neccl- 
ſary and uſcful ro advance Scriprure knowledge, to hold forth the life of the Spirit, 
and to dire@ all men-in the obſc vation of divine Ordinances, and in the wayes ct 
their ſeveral Vocations to walk worthy of God, which are the only things to be in- 
rended in our Profeſſion, if we do mind Cheiſtaniry for ir Self, | | 

Secondly, Thc form of « rue 1 made ſuch a diſpoſition of thoſe Do- 


Qrines, as will ſhew forth the true handling Scriptural Truths Poſitively, 
which is to infer from known and un red Principles, by the Evidence and D-- 
monſtration of the Spirit in matrers known to the conſci:nce, clear and undeniab!. 
concluſions , avoiding all the propoſterous wayes of School and Philoſophical Di.- 
putations, which for the moſt part proceeding from the pride and afteacion of wir * 
and earning,beger vain janglings and humanc patſions,multiply miſtakes, and propa- 
gare impicty inthe minds of tholc that are mainly taken therewith, and addi&:4 
therunto, 

Thirdly, This whole Body of Divinity b.ing made up as it ought to be,and for tlic 
end for which it is delired , will ner only be a witneſle of the union of the Spicirs ot 
all Proteſtant Miniſters in the ſame ſaving Truth, againſt the reproach of a Funda- 
mental Diyifion which is ſaid to be amongſt them ; bur ir will be a Center of Con- 
currence, a ſnbjeit of brotherly Correſpondency, and a means of murual Communi- 
on in the work of the Goſpe),by which all hands will be firengthened,and the hearts 
of thoſe that faint now by reaſon of their ſolitary walking , will be encouraged then 
to procced with cheerfulnefle,by reaſon of the conjunRion of ſo great a help from ai! 
their brethren, : 

And truly beſides the afliſtance and ſupport which the truth it ſelt will rece:ve from 
this Work, by being publiſhed and held torth in that wherein all the witnetics there- 
at do agree, (which is one of the greateſt _ that can be given ts it in theſe times: 
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of diſagreement , and therefore ſhould moſt effeually oblige our conſciences to in- 
end ir) the detign of endeavouring a concurrence by this means with. our Brethren, 
to give them-encouragement to ſtand taſt in the defence of the Cauſe, is extreamly 
neceflary, and therefore alſo ro oulonſcicnces every way binding and ob!igatory,(o 
far as we delire their proſperity in the Cauſe > 

And here l mean nor our brethren only that are abroad, bur even thoſe thar are at 
home allo , whole ca'z is not yer ( and who knowes how full of DifraGion 
and Deſfohtion ic may be hereafcer d in mercy prevent it nor, 

For if any wi!l oblcrve into how Pieces we arc fallen ; what the changes, 
breaches, and Diſlolutions ate which-are fallen and may fall upon us ; what the 
cttc&s arc which this hath brought forth amongſt us; and how a liberty to all, ro do 
without controle wharſoever eycry one pleaſeth, though never io oftcnfive, is ſprung 
up; and what the way of force ( if there be a neceſſity ſtill ro Ktand under it ) may 
further bring topalle; HE 1 fay we will obſerve this, which is apparent to ail, we may 
eaſily gather, that nothing will be more uſetv] and ſerviceable,to give a teſtimony of 
the truch unto the World , and to ſtrengthen each ethers hearrs and hands by che 
uniry of the Spirit in that teſtimony, then this Work will be, For in the time of our 
Diflipation this may hopetully become a pillar to uphold the Truth, and rherein a 


monument of 6ur conjuncion,an inſtrument et our concurrence inthe Golpel,and by. 


Gods bleiiing in the End,a means to revive and reſtore the wirnefles to their heaven- 
ly ſplendor and authority ; And if there were nothing elic bur rhis (which is clearly 
our own ſpecial Intereſt) yer rhis alone ſhould waken u- co a full Reſolution to un« 
dcrtake this buſineſs with all ſpeed and diligence ; chiefly becauic the adverſarics 
make no delay to accompliſh their Delignes againſt the wayes of . Righteouſneſs, 
which we are bound withall our might ro maintain, But befides this nece{lity of joyn- 
ing our ſpirits ro a correſponding in the Truth amengR our ſelves againſt common 
adverſaries, and the unlikclihood to be able ro do it any other way , or any way lo 
effctually and ſo eaſily as by this means : there is another ſtrong Obligation lying 


upon us in reſpeCt of Forrain te 1 poſi with them in the ſame Cauſe, 


I ſaid in the beginning of the laſt pa is Diſcourſe that our engagement to 
a concurrence with Forrain Proteſtants in the common Caule of Rebgion , doth lic 
cloſcr upon us then 1 finde it apprchended by many : 1 ſhall now cndcavour to make 
this apparent by repreſenting two things which ought ſadly ro be laid to heair,, and 
are undenyably manifeſt in the cyes of all the world. 

The one is concerning Gods judgements againſt thoſe thar have negleed the 
common Cauſe of Proteſtants, 

The other is concerning our own Declarations and Oarhes trialy obliging us to 
minde the {ame, o 

For look we upon the heavy hand of God how it hath overraken thoſe that have 
negleRed the ſtare of Forrain Churches, we ſhall ſee that becauſe the late King and 
his perſecuting Prelates did not mind the true intereſt of the Proteſtant Caule,which 
3s the Goſpel , becauſe they did not endeavor: to help the Lord againſt the mighty, 
thar is, to prote& the Churches abroad by thoſe means which they had in their hands, 
and were anſwerable rorhe lighr of rhe rruth whereof rhey made protefiion, and be- 
cauſe the way of their Policy did lead them rather to fide wirhahe common adver- 
faries for Self-ends to betray the Cauſc, rather rhen ro uphold it, therefore thele 
puhlick Calamirics have juſtly overtaken them and cx*cured the vengeance of God 
upon them , that rhey who ſought themſelves only , wirhout reſpe&unto God and 


their brethren, ſhould utrerly loſc themſelves withour recovery, whiles God did find 
our 
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out a way te reſcue his Charches (which they dcelerted) from the defirution which 
thc Enemies defighhed againſtzhem. WM 

I alledge this concerning the late King and his violent Prelates, as ro me vone of 
the main viſible cauſes of the Judgements of God upon them , for which I conceive 
they have been principally caſt off, namely becauſe their berraying of the truth of the 

Proteſtant Cauſe was the great fin for which Chriſt had a quarrel with them ; both as 

Hypocrites, who pretending to ſtand for the Proteſtant Cauſe did undermine it, and 

deipiſed the Jow condition of the Churches abroad ; and as Encemics to the Goſpel, 

who to ſuppreſs the light thereof then breaking forth , did perſecute thoſe moſt who 
did moſt (incerely profeſs and praftiſc Godlineſs at home. Theſe fins have cauſed Chriſt | 
ro fall with his iron Rod upon them to daſh them to pieces , as we have ſeen betoie: 
our eyes, becauſe herein their way was Diametrically oppoſite unto his kingdom,and 
theretore their fm immediarly comnurred againſt him(clt, whereas their others ſins and 
defignes might have a more direct Relation yaro the ſtate of the Nation, tor which 
allo the power of the Nation hath been juſtly made uſe of to overthrow them, For 
ſceing in the great bartel which now js a fighting berween Chriirt and his Saints on 
"the one (ide , and the Beaſt and the Kings of the Earth onthe ct her fide, the powers 
both of Heaven and Earth , that is, both of the ſpirirs of mcn, and of the frames of 
States muſt be fer a work to oppoſe each orher reſpe&;vely im their concradiQory P19- 
perties : it is nor poſſible that any viſible, power amongſt men can remain unthaken ;, 

And whatever is not ſubordinate unto the power which is given unto Chriſt both in 

Heaven and Earth, muft be ſo ſhaken, as to be removed and aboliſhed for ever both 
out of Heaven and caith ; hence it is thar their power which they imployed not for 

Chriſt, bur againſt him is juſtly broughr ro nought,and brought ro novght. before all 

others; becauſe ir did ſtrike more at the root of the Churches ſtanding, and did more 

deceitfully oppoſe the breaking forth of rhe Light af the Truth then any other 

Encmies wharſocyer, : 

Now they did ſtrike at the root and did more deceitully oppoſe then others,becauſe 
they were entruſted with more Fundamental truth and more light then others were, 
and had more abilities every way to uphold the Cauſe better then others had,and be- 
cauſe rhe Churches did rely more confidently upon them and their afliſtance thenup- 
on others : bur the rrurh and the light wherewith they were ceatruſted, they held in un- 
righteouſneſs: and the contidence which was caſt upon them, and which thcy were 
willing to ſeem to anſwer , they berrayed utterly into the Enemies hands: chicfly 
then when $igz07 (on & Bangani negotiated the Papal deſigns wah them amongſt us. 

This I obſerve with grief for . the guilt - which they brought upon theme 
ſelves , and nor out of any perſonal hacred againſt the men : tor-nene of them 
ever diſobliged me otherwiſe then in. oppoling the Proteſtant Caule , and 

by n-pglcting the Opportunities Which 1 was\inftrumenta! ro offer unto ſore 0: 

them, whereby the Go'pcl mighr have been adyanced,it they had been !o happy as to 

have made ulc thereot, Bur they regarded nor the affliftion of Foſeph,and therefore 
now they are gone captive with the hiſt that are gone into captivity, 4205 6.7, And 
the Juſtice of God upon them ought to be obſerved ro bis Glory, that vthers may 
icar, and thar we our {clves may beware of falling under the ſame condemnatien : 


for now the ſame duty is required of us which then was incumbent upen them , and 


that as ſolemnly if noe more ſtrictly then ever, they. were obliged thercunto +: for we 
have condemned them for that which'they did negle&, and have bound our ſelves 
with ſolemn Remonſtrance,and a facred Oath ro mind rhe common Intereſts of Pro- 
tcRants which they ſo finfully negkRed ; we then baving judged them ce be un- 


faitly 
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faichful in the Cauſe of God,and engaged our ſclvesro mend their faulc, if ever God 
ſhould pur us in a Capacity fo ro do, if now when wesare in that @apacity, we ſhould 
negled this dury, we ſhall deſerve a heavicr judgement then they are fallen under, 
if we be found guilty of the ſame neglect, — 

. The ſolemn Remonſtrance in the name: of the fare of the Kingdom publiſhed» 
Decem.1 641 before the troubles began,doth declare the whole ſtare obliged ,and con” 
ſequently every faithfull ſubject therein,according to his place,to labour by all offices 
of friend{hip,to unice their torrain Churches with us in the {ame cauſe,8& to ſcck their 
Lberty,and proſperity, as bound thereunto by charity to chem,and by wiſdom for our 
own good, tor by this mcans, our own ſtrength ſhall be encceaſed , and by a mutual 
Ccoacurrence to the ſame common End, we hall be able co procure the good of the 
whole Body of the Proteſtant Profefiion, Here the State is engaged to mind the caulc 
o: the Churches abroad,and to procure the good of the whole Proteſtant Profeſſion, 
The caule of the Churches is not a meer worldly intcreſtþur a ſpiritual cauſe;zand the 
main goodot the whole Pyorcſtant Profeſſion, is nor a worldly concerninent, bur a 
Goſpel perfeRion by the unity of the (pirir to build up one another in lovezit this good 
can be procured to the whole Profcfiion,norhirig will be wanting te their ſafety and 
proſperity : Bur if this good be not ſought after and endeavourcd, what cycr clic may 
be intended, will nor much avail the main of their proſperity. , Now to bring this to 
palle, and to unite them in a true Goſpel intereſt with us, nothing can be more di- 
recily ſubſervient then this deſign to gratific their defires of obraining ſuch a Body of 
Practical Divinity from us. And to confirm this, and bind ic ftrongly upon our con- 
ſcience, the ſolemn League and Covenant between God and the Nations, doth en- 
gage deeply all thoſe that rook tha: Oath,ro deſire affeionarely and endeavour (in- 
cerely, that the ſucceſs of our proceedings may be deliverance and ſaſty to all Gods 
pcople,and an encouragement to other Chriſtian Churches groaning under,or in dan- 
ger of the yoak of Antichriſtian Tyrannic, to joyn with us in the ſame. or like Altos 
ciation and Covenant, to the glory of God, enlargement of the Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt, andthe Peace and Tranquility of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Commonwealths, 
Theſe are deep profeſſions, -as made in the preſence of God,an therefore ought to 


be {ſo much the more conſcionably minded, 
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Of the Third. 


How the work may be effefted and imparted unts 
: theſe that have ſued for it. | 


| th procure the compilement of this Body of PraQical Diviniry , the way is al- 
ready chalked out unto us, and was agreed upon by ſome of our molt able and 
godly Miniſters, who before theſe Troubles,did offer themſelves anto the Work, and 
cngaged rotake their Tasks ro be elaborated under the dirc&ion of Doftor #hr, 
rhe Primate of Armach , who then was in a powerful and plentiful condition , and 
likely to have undertaken the dircAion of the buſineſs. As tor the way,how the marter 
was deferred unto him,it may be ſeen by the adjoyncd Letrer,which inthe year 1633« 


was ſenthim ; nor gid any thing ſtop the procecding of the Work, beture our _ | 
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tronbles began in Ireland and England , bur the want of a c mplear Plar-fortm, 
and ſome other contr ivances which were referred to the Primat to effeft ; bur fince 
the troubles both here and in Ireland have unſerled all men fo, that although there 
had becn a Plar-form-drawn up, yet few or none could have performed any thing in 
the Tasks which they might have taken; therefore the Work hath been kidkers in- 
rerrupted. But ſeeing now we are in {ome hope thar the Lord will be merciful ro us, 
and remove the cauſes of future Diſtra&ions, we may alſo expe thar there will be 
faithful and able Agents found ro undertake this Work, which will be fo uſeful tor 
all rhe Churches ; and ro bring it abour,the way may be this. 

Firſt, Ler either this, or ſome other Plar-form be held forth , that ſuch as will 
chuſe Tasks, may know whar to pitch upon. 

Then let two hands be choſen as Dirc&ors, ro whom all the Tacks when they ſhall 
be perfeted may be brought in; that they may according to the Plart-torm which 
they ſhall rhink firreſt ro be followed , ſer every piece in its own place, and joyn 
every limme of che Body to its Neighbour , till it be compleatcd and fired for the 
Preſle, | 

When the DireQors of the Work are choſen, let every one who doth chooſe a 
Task , be obliged to notific his Undertaking to one of them, that they may know 
what the Tasks are which arc in hand, and by whom undertaken, thar it all which 
is to be perfeRed hath not found a peculiar Workman, ſome body may be ſought our 
and engaged to become the Undertaker tor that which ſhall be wanting ; and in caſe 
rwo ſhould rake the ſame Work in hand unknown ro one another,the DireCtors may 
give them notice thereof, and move them to divide their Work between them, thar 
it may be done with more expedition , or incline one of them to rake lome other 
Task in hand, which perhaps hath no Undertaker, | s 

An Agent alſo might be thought upon the refiding in London, to whom from all 
Parts, and by whom to all Parts, the Letters ſhould be addrefled , which muſt be 
written to or from the Undertakers, or to and from the Direors z and his charges 
ſhould be born , and by him the Tasks when they arc compleated, ſhould be farſt 
{ent , and then conveyed unto the DireQors carefully that they may not mil- 
carry, | | 
The Work being effected , the way to impart it unto Forrain Churches,is no more 
bur ro get it Tranſlated into Latine, and Printed,after that it is Printed in Engliſh, 
which the Company «of Stationers will greedily rake in hand. as a Book which will 
yield great and ready profit : and ib there ſhould be any difficulcy in the printing of 
thc Latine Copy in theic Parts, becauſe our Stationers perhaps will not readily yen- 
ture upon a {Book which will have no great vent here ( as it it nor likely the Latine 
Copy will have , when the Engliſh is already extant) then meanes may bc uſed to- 
wards ſomeForraine Stationer at Gencva,or elſewhere,who will not only Print it, bur 
be induced re contra with the Tranſlatois, ro buy the Copy from them, becauſe 
the Book will ſell no lefle abroad in Latine, then ir will do at home in Engliſh ; that 
is, exceeding y, 


En 
CLI LOSS SSSI AISI SISESSIIOON) 


The Copy of a Letter which was written by feveral Godly 


Miniſters, Undertakers in this Work of compiling 
a Body of Practical Divinity, to DoRor #,her the 
Primat of Armach in Ireland, 


: Oſt Reverend Father in God, Grace and Peace , with all dit and dutiſul 
Reſpefts prenaſed : If we ſhall ſcem bold in apprebending this oppartuxity of 
witling by thu worthy Knight ; yet we are confident that the important Cauſe 

moving us, will excuſe us,and procure nor only our pardon , but alſo its approbation of 
your incomparable benignity and love to the Churches of Chriſt. And although it were too 
ercat inconſideratcatſs ia us to imagine, that either your vigtlant intelligence fitting. 
:a that bizh watch Tower ſhould need our inſormation , 0! your great fatully, anil ao 

leſſe facilnty, both of Grace and Nature, of Place and Paits to as good, and chiefly to 

promote the Cauſe of the Goſpel,ſhould require Arguments for incitation © yet we thought = 
11 04s Auty at leaſt, to ſignifie our hearty deſire for the wel-ſare of Gods Church; and io 
prom ſe that your care aed teal for it, in the courſe that we here commend,ſhall ns ſooner 
appear, but it ſpall find us ready preſt to attend it with our beſt ſervice. 1t is not ug 
known «alo your Grace,that the Churches of Germany are 0 leſſe diſtreſſed aud diſtrafied 
w thin then without, the wan! of inward peace moleſting them-more,then of outward : 1'ct 
as the Ancient Civil Roman State , when often rent by inteftine Wars, we ſooner was in- 
vaded by a Forraine Powtr, bat ſtill the breach was ſoadred up again: Sothe wiſer 
t akinz occaſion by theſe nars in Germany to ſtrike while the Iron is hot, and to make 4 

wvertue of neceſſi:y, have hoped ad ſo eadeavonred to reduce the two grand diſſexting 
parts of theſe Churthis to a wiſhed Peace and nity, while in the fire of ſurious war, the 
two ſpiritual Swords of Luthers and Calvins Party ( too keenly bent one againſt the 
other) being mo'lified, mizht with the more eaſie hammering be wrought into one , and 
ſo become the more ſtrong to fi,bt againſt the Common Adverſary. And what do we know, 
whther the all-diſpoſins wiſdom of out God , hath not ſor this very pirpeſe ſent the 
Sword iato thoſe Parts, to launce and aſſ wage the ſwellings of ſuch Apoſibumes > Now 
what hath been alrcady done herein, and by whoſe _——— ſetting on foot , and with 
what ſucceſſe and greater hopes.it ſtill proceedeth ( the perfection whereof we dayly pray 
for) we need aot now to relate. That which we here preſume to propound,is a Work which 
either may conduce to the begetting of the (hild of peace ; or being brought forth ro the 
nouriſhing 6f it up unto a perfect mn in Chrilt, This work is the framing of a Body of 
Pratt cal Divinity ; ſor the furniſhing of thoſe Churches in ſpecial , as being moſt dce 
ftitnte of it , and very poor in the life and power of Religion, Now for the furtherance 
of jo good and great a work , we who are Miniſters of London , whoſe names are 
under-writt?n, apprehending the exceBent uſe of ſuch a Work ; but withall, the great 
difficulty of effu ing in any gn0d degree unleſſe ſome ſuch Noble, Able,and attive Inſti u- 
ments as your Grace is,oive a rood ſpeed unto it : are bold in the bowels of Chriſt, and in 
a Brothcrly compaſſion of the ſame myſtical Body, to iplore your Pitty and wiſdom, not 
only in givin; Counſel and Direttion,bnt aſſiſtance at{o by your worthy Exampl!e,joyninz 
Head, Heait, aad Hand tozether , for the advancement and accompliſhment of ſo Re. 
linious aad deſireable a Work : And the rather aye wt emboldned to deſire the cngage- 
mens of your Grace herein«fith we are Credubly infarmed, that your Grate formerly _ 
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much deſired ſuch a Work to be undertakes and effefFed. And who can better deſcribe a 


Mubode , manner , maiter , and.meancs for this then your {elf, whom the Lord bath 
ſo richly furniſhed with ſo excellent gifts of Wiſdom, Learning , Charity and Zeal, 


for the perſefting of the Saints, for the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body of 


Chrift, 

Thus vecommending all thu to your Chriſtian Care and Piety , with our bumbleſt ſcr- 
vices and dayly prayers for the increaſe of Gods Grace and bleſſing upon your wvigilancy 
in keeping the flock of God from Ravenous wolves , and advancing the Goſpel in the 
power and purity of it , as well abroad as at home , we humbly take our leave , attnd- 
3ng what ſcrvice your Grace wilb-Command us, when once your pitty and Prudence hath 
ſet us down an Ample and full Platform of the whole Body of Divinity , ſo as we may 
be able to diſcern all the limbs and lineaments of it ; and ſo taking a full view of the en- 
tire Model , each may make Choice of that picce in ſpecial which he findes himſelf fitteſt 
to frame and poliſh, untill by this means the whole Building ſhall be happily and the more 
eaſily finiſhed, many hands making light work, | 


Your Graces moſt humble Servants 


inthe Lord, 
William Gonge Sidr. Simpſon 
or Stoughton Adoniram Byfield 
ohn Downam Rich. Culverwell 
Henry Barton Obagiah Sedgwick, 
Geo. Walker Geo. Hughes 
Nicolas Morton Zoſeph Symonds. 


For his loving Friend 
M. fobs Dary,T beſe. 


M* Dury , 1am glad that you are ſtill willing to take ſome pains 
about the procuring of a Body of Prattical Divinity ; a Work, 


which I have long wiſhed for ; and which formerly my heart was in , and my 
hand would have been in , if God had bees pleaſed t0 continue our Peace : 


for when you brought over the Letters from the Forrain Churches, whereix 


they made it their Requeſt unto us to gratifie their Churches with ſome En- 


aravors about the complement of this Work : which Wert ſeconded by a Let- 
ter from the Miniſters in and about London unto me, when 1 was in Ire- 
land many years ags, I was very glad of the Mutiow, and laid it very 
ſeriouſly to heart, and: conferred with ſome of my Brethren about it , that 
we might bring the Work to ſome perfefticn. Dottor Downam the 
then Biſhop of London-Derry , was a man whoſe fudies were much. _ 
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that Way : for which cauſe it was referred to hixy ; and he readily dill nuder- 
rake the T ack, to draw np a Model or Plat-form , according to which that 
Syfteme or Body might be compiled, that the Miniſters who had writtewro 
me might be able to chooſe their T asks, and ſet themſelves awork_ about 
ﬆ; 

This Model be promiſed to ſend unto me to reviſe it before it ſhould be 
5mparted to the foreſaid Miniſters that in our joint name it might be ſent un- 
to them. But he either for want of health, or ſome other impediments , did 
wot expedite the work before his death , aud when the Troubles of Scotland 
did begin : which by reaſon of my Lord of Straffords intermedling had ſome 
Reflexion pon us in Ireland ; and not long after I being come over hither, 
he the Biſhop of Derry being gead , the Troubles of Ireland raking fire, 
at the proceedings of the then Pagliament here, and the great diſtratt ions of 
this and the two Nations bs Pa ever fince , 1 could not do what was de- 
fired of me, and what 1 heartily defired might have been done, and wiſh yet 
way be done ; for it will never be too late or unſeaſonable to ſet upon ſuch an 
Enterpriſe. te 

If therefore by your Solicitation and pains you can oblige thoſe that in 
the Univerſities,or in and about this City are able and willing to undertake 
it , 1 think you will do a work wery acceptable to all that are Godly, and 
profitable to all the Churches at home and abroad. Let me therefore intreat 
you to preceed,that whiles there is an 1) appearance of doing good to our Gene- 
ration,we may not neglett the Opportunity. 

As for the Model of the Heads which you have ſhewed unto me ; 

Firſt, I ſhall adviſe this, that the Precognitions may not be inſiſted upon 
largely , but as briefly and ſubſtantially as may be ; and if ſome References 
be made unto ſuch Authors as handle the Heads of the Precognitions mare 
at large, it may give ſatisfaftion to ſuch as will be more Curious and de- 
fcroxs ro ſee things amply handled. E 

Secondly , my advice is that the work_may be contratted to as few hands 
as may be; who may meet and confer together about it when they are perfett- 
ing their T asks, | | 

Thirdly, 1Would not have the Work too large and Voluminons for ſeveral 
Reaſons, yet as full of matter as it can be : a«d weve Enlargement may be 
thought uſeful, References may be made to ſuch Authors as uſe them moſt 
effettually. 

Laſtly, Concerning the Caſes of Conſcience Which ſhould be handled in 
this Body, I think they may be brought in and inſerted under every Head of 
matter wherennto they belong. | 

This is for the preſent that which 1 wonld ſuggeft. I pray God 
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direlt and aſſiſt you and all theſe tha £0 about it 5 And what 1 fall be able 
to de towards the inconragement of able Perkmen therein, you may be confi- 


dent ſhall not be wanting from 


& 


Your loving friend 


74. eArmachanns. 
From my ſtudy, 
Decemb.14. 1653. 


Ml Letter written divers years ago by the Amthor of the fore going 
Treatiſe, to M, Samuel Hartlib, concerning the difference of 
Prattical and Caſe Divinity. 


ſpeak of the difficulty you propoſe cancerning Caſe and Prattical Divinity 

I do thus conceive ef the matter, that if men would not be {lack rodo whar 

they oughc , the difficulties would reſolve themſelves in the ation; yet to 

latisfie the Scruplc, and anſwer the deſire you have, I ſay thus, That in all A&ions 

Two things are to be conſidered, Firſt, rhar which is Efiential to it, Secondly, that 
which is Gcumſtancial, : 

The Efſential parts of all Ations are two : The proper End for which ir ought to 

be taken in hand , and the means of attaining that End , which is the Formal way 

of proceeding in going about thar which is intended to be done, 


Theſe Two, vix. the End and the Means are in all ARions certain and determi-  _ 
nate ; Bur thc Circunſtantial part of the aRions is infinite, according, to the variety 


of Accidental Circumſtances, 

Now from+his diviſion of the parts of all ations, which is ſo plain and narural 
that nothing can ſeem to me more facile , diſtin& and. orderly , we may gaiher 
what is to be done in this marter,and what the Methode both of Praical and Calc 
Divinity oughc to be as well in themſclyes,as the one roward the other. For Praftt- 
cal Divinity containeth properly the derermination of. the Ends of all our atons, 
ro ſhew how they :re ſubordinate to Godlineſs and the Rules whereby rhe ations 
are to be direed to their own proper ends. 

Theſe Two things {6 far as they are exprefly ſer down in the Scriptures, ought to 
be explained in that which we may call che Body of PraQtical Divinity (for in the na- 
rure of the thing there is no proper diſtinion between Practical and cale Divinuy) 
according to the general Idea which | once conce:ved and ſcent ro you 5 viz, thatthe 
Firſt part of Praftical Divinity be conccrning the Effentials of a Chriſtian ſtate ; the 


Second concerning the Accidzntals as he is a Chriſtian in th's or that Calling. We 
ſee this is the ordinary Method of the Apoſtles in all their Ep.ſtles : therciore the . 


PcaRical Dire&ions, ſhould,as in every particular, ſo in the whole ſtate of a mans 
life be divided and ordered, thar whatlocvei is plainly in the Scciptures derermined, 
concerning e:ther the Efſential Ends or M<ans of Chriſtianity , or concerning the 
Accidental Ends and Mcans of Chiiſtianicy in.a cercain Calling , rthar ſhould 
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«fully explained from the Texts aherein ir is delivered, which ſhould be according 
to the order of the matters comraines in them ( vix, as they are nearer or further 
ſubordinate ro the main End of Gods glory and our own Salvation ) ſet down in 
theic ſeveral Ranks, whercof as ſoon as cyer I can,I will labour to give you a more 
full and demonfirative Draught then that which I haye heretofore; fo the whole 
Body of plain Rulcs and undoubred Truths ſufficiently explained in the Pnds and 
M-ans of all Eil:nrial & Accidential pats of a Chriſtian lite isto be the matrer of that 
which is properly in a ſtriR ſenſe called here Practical Divinity : and then all the 
Circumiantials and determinate Accidents which the Scripture hath leſt ro every 
man's conſcience to work upon in the ſeveral Occurrences of his life ; wherein the 
variety of his Circumſtances, changes the nature of the aR.on, and makts a. man 
doubtful what to do, or not to do, is tobe the matter of that which you call Caſe. 
Divinity. P 
Now s Fs doth not ſee that theſe rwo mult be yayned rogether cither in one body of 
Treatiſc,or elſe ſo,if they be two ſeveral Volumes and Treatiſes,yer in the Method 
th2y may be all one , ſo thar the caſes muſt be referred every one to his Aion of 
which he isa Caſe; juſt as m Grammer the Exceptions mult nceds be referred to 
the Rules and every Exception to his own Rule ; otherwiſe all is in a contuſion ; 
ſo it is here : the caſes are as it were Exceprions of the General Rule , which there. 
fore muſt needs be firſt delivered ; from whence you ſce that | am not of your minde 
when you {ay that Caſe-Divinity mult firſt be ruled before Practical Divinity z for 
Cale Divinity cannot be Ruled except you have firſt a Rule ro Rule it by. Now the 
Rule is thac which I ſay is the matter of PraQical Divinity; wiz. all ſuch expreſle 
Determinations as the Scripure dorh dehver concerning all the parts and ations, 
cirher of the general and lubſtancial , or ot the particular and accidental ſtare of 
Chriſtianity, | 
When theſe expcefle determinations are fer down in their natural order, then 
we have a Rulc > underſtanding and conſcience by which every man is able to 
dire& himſelf afterwards in the leveral Occurrences as his occaſions may fall out ; 
for the ſpirit of Obedicnce dwelling in his conſcience, and being informed and 
firengthened by the Rule of the Word , will diſcern} the duty which is moſt requi- 
fire to be performed in the particular occaſion where a man isz Neither is it poſ- 
fible as 1 ſuppoſe , thar all the incident caſes of this nature can be truly determined, 
ſothar they will ſatisfic every mans conſcience. For the different meaſures of know- 
ledge and of the apprehenſions of the Rule , make, the conſcience doubtful ; And 
therefore except the ſcrled and infallible Rules be firſt received and propoſed , all 
particular decitions of doubtful caſes will become nothing elſe but a marter of incx- 
tricable diſpute, by which means inſtead of a Body of Praical Truths, we ſhall have 
a new kind of Polemical Divinity in martrers of PraRice , becauſe the prepoſterous 
courſe being taken ro begin at doubrs, befcre the true Rules be known whereby to 
frame our life, we ſhall hardly ever finde rhe right way. For after that differenc 
opinions are once taken up in matters of doubr, we ſce how hardly they are laid 
down ; and how that mcn before they will ſecm to have erred in the particular deter- 
mination of the doubr, will ſometimes ſtrain the ſenſe of many Principles, as in mar- 
ters of Theory the Papiſts do plainly. 
Therefo:e-I think That to begin art caſcs is a prepoſtzrous courſe every way, and 
to do as you fay that theſe caſes ſhould fiſt be ſent into all Churches to be allowed 
of and then publiſhed; I think is dangerous to caule much centradiftion, and a 


gear deal more laborious then to make up the chief and more profitable parc of _ 
| Work; 


a, £ 


Work 2 which if it be well _ , may ſtand by it ſelf withour contradi&ion or fear 
of oppoſition , being clearly the truth both in the Word and in every mans Con- 

ſcience : And then cither when this is doac, or whiles ic is a doing, if ſornc be fer a 
work to gather Caſcs as you ſay out of all M.S, Letters, conferences, correſpon« 
dences, &c. he a, j' ro referrethe Caſes ro the Heads of the Praftical part, ſo thar 
all the Caſes ſtand in the ſame order wherein the Infallible Rules of Bragical Di- 


reions were delivered correſponding in the fame marrers, as more particularly and 

as it were Individual Determinations cf the ſame End and Means of an Aion, or 
rather as an application of the Rule delivered to a particular objg& wherein every 
body might nor hit the right way of proceeding, 


An Extract of a Letter, written by George Horne Door 
in Divinity, and publick Profeſſor of Hiſtory 
in the Univerfity of Leyden 


To Samuel Hartlib. Eſq; 


= illa Theologie Praitica Domini Durti, ita me affecit, ut 
vix quicquam 4 Te hattenus profetfum magis, Crede mihi, 
nullum Divinius remedium ſJedands illis Polemicts inter Prote- 
' ſtantes affeibus rixoſis, & vere pietati propagande etiam apud 
eAtheos # Haretices convenientins. Nunquam illud ingens Ire- 
nicum Opus adoptatum & ftabilem finem deducetur, niſi hoc effetFo. 
Incredibiliter mthi tota moe & Scopus placemt : Et quid queſo 
remore,quo minis Veſter Tile Foſua, Sus Anthoritate id intra mo 
tempus Orbi exhibere poſsit * Abundat Britannia Viris capaciſsi- 
mis, & ad him laborem natis. Long? profetto ſatins in ejuſmodt 
Opere occupari curas 4 mans plurium quam in conſarcinandis 
Commentariis Scripturarum , quibus jam obrutus eft Orbis . & 
Eccleſia velut ſub ontre quodam gemunt. Legam autem & relegam 
totum Opus attentius, 4 ſs quid incidat, quod aliquid ad Templi 
illins Hieroſolymitani ſiruiFur am conferre poſsit ſiudioſe annotabo 
qnanquam profetto ea in parte Veſtrates palmam obtinent, ut id 
Opus non aliunde quam ab Anglia exſpettare Chriftiauus Orbis poſ- 
ſit. Contulerunt tot pientiſsime Anime, tot jam annis copioſam 
mategjams quid reſtat , niſt ut Salomo aliquis, evocatis Artifict= | 
bus, Templum long illo Ceremoniali magnificentius;exſtruat ? 


In 


L. 


[54] 
Helene Sane hoon hhedendet, 
In Engliſh. | 


M*= Devy his Idea of Praftica) Divinity, hath pleaſed me as much 
as any thing that ever you ſent-me, Believe me , there is nor a 
more Soveraigne remedy then this, for the Putting an end to the 
controverſies and quarrels now between Proteſtants; nor ficeer for the 
Propagating of true piety, even amongſt Atheiſts and Hereticks : 
That ou Work of Pacification,will never be brought co the deſired 
end of ſettlement, but by this means. The whole Order aud Scope of 
this Work do pleaſe me exceedingly. And (I pray you) what can 
hinder, Your fo/x4 from impoſing it on the World by bis Authority 
within a ſhort time > England doth abound with men, that are moſt 
fie for this Work, and as it were bornto perform it. It were certain- 
ly much better, ro bave the cares and hands of many men imployed 
about ſuch a Work, as this, then in compiling of Commenta= 
ries 00 Scripture , wherewith the world is already overwhelmed, 
and the Churches groan under them as under 8 burden, But 1 will 


read over this whole Tra&t more heedfully, and if any thing come 


into my mind, which may conduce towards the building of this 
Temple of Jeruſalem, I will carefully ſet ic down, Although in this part, 
your Engliſh men do ſo excell, that the Chriſtian World needs not 
ro have it done by any elſe; So many godly Souls having for theſe 
many years bcen preparing abundant matter for it ; What is now 
to be done, but for ſome Solomon to call his Workmen together, and 
build up a Temple, far more magnificece, then the Ceremonial 
one was? | 


| [55] | 
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The Expedient for a Correſpondencie with Forrain 
Proteſtants. 


He complaint which the Propher David made in his low condirion,may now 

be taken up in our dayes by all that fayour the duſt of Sion,and rake pleaſure 

in her ſtones ; namely that her bones are ſcattered at the grauts mouth, 

as one cleaucth wood upon the ground, Plal. 141.7. for if we look upon the 

Churches which make Profeflion of rhe ſame ſaving truth in oppoſition ro Popery as 

now they are divided and broken ; we ſhall ſce them almoſt, if nor alrogether, as 

uſclefle one to another as dry bones,ſcattcred up and down, ready to be caſt into the 

grave, or as chippes of wood lying on the ground onely fic to be gathered and burnt ; 

therefore our reſolution ſhould be the ſame which the Prophet rook in the words fol- 

lowing upon his complaint, But our eyes arcis thee O God the Lord , inther is our 
truſt leave not our ſouls defiitute. 

There is none other that can help bur he in ſuch a caſe: Let then out eyes be turned 
oncly rowa:ds him ; becauſe our expectation will nor be in vain, if we flie ro him for 
retuge ; for we have a wordof promiſe giving us aſſurance that he will help; for 

Moſcs hath ſaid. That the Lond ſhall judge his people and repeat bim for 
D:ut.32.36. his ſeruants , when he ſeeth that their power is gone, and there is none 
| ſhut up or left ; and the Propher Iſaiah hath declared for our comforr, 
Iſai.sg 3.19. that when the enemie ſhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the-£ord 

ſhall lift up a ſtandard againft him. Ir is evident then , that we have a 
ground to hope that che Lord in his own time will make our dry bones to ſtir, and 
live and joyn together, and bring clothed with fleſh and skin to ftand upon their 
feer and become a great and mighty army : for there is no condition of the Saints 
ſo weak and low , but God can; and when ir is fir, will alſo raiſethem our of ir : 
becauſe he hath in a readineſs means which he hath appointed to that effeR; and 
when his ſpirit will breath upon them, to [ct them a work ; the buſineſs will be ac- 
compliſhed. ; 

Now the means by which the Lord doth execute his wonderful counſel, and by 
which he will bring to paſle his excellent work ; is two fold ; the one is the mani- 
feſtarion of rhe Truth, by the armour of light ; ana the ſword of the Spirit , which 
is the word of God,to diſcover the hidden things of darkneſs, and ſweep.ng away 
the retuge of hes and Hypocrifie ro ſlay the wicked one and conſume the man ct tin; 
which part of his wotk is alrcady well advanced in the midſt of all thelc diltra&ions, 
and diviſions of parties : and the other is by the vuniric of the Spirit , in the Com- 
n union of Saints,to bring the whole Body fo to depend upcn the head Jeſus Chrift ; 
that it thall appear art laſt ficly joyned rogether and compatted by that which every 
Joint ſupplyerth, according to the effeRual working in the meaſure of every part to 
make the encreaſe of the Body ro the edifying ot ir {elf in love : and this parr of the 
work although ir is-yery little advanced in appearance, yer there are Preparatives 
towards it , which are not inconſiderable, if righrly weighed and taken notice of : 


and whereof in duc time a more full account may be given ; but for the preſent we 
| tha!l 
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- ſhall onely ſhew ſome motives for which we ſhould attend into this part:of Gods 
Counſcll, and ſuggeſt a way by which we may help forward the cffeR thereof, and 
become inſtrumental rowards others in furthering his work, 

The Motives which ſhould induce us to mind the defign which God hath of unir-. 
ing his Sainrs cegerher are ſo many in the Holy Scriptures,and ſo clearly ſer forth, 
char a Volum might be written thereof if we would be large : -bur it ſhall ſuffice ac 
preſent only , ro point at the places where the Holy Ghoſt doth urge the dury upon 
us: if wc look upon 1 Cor, 12. The ſcope of the Apeſtle, is there ro demonſtrare 
that all ſpiricual gitts are beſtowed upon the Church Militant on earth,tothe end 
thar they may be made uſe of to profit withall by the ſeycral members of the myſti« 
cal Body in the unitic thereof + and in chap. 3. the grace ef Charitic is ſaid to be ſo 
neceſſary for this effe& z that withour ir none other grace is profitable,cither ro our 
ſelves or towards others; in the fourth of the Epiſtle ro the Epheſ. wer.x. till 19. the 
Apoſtlc ſheweth that no man doth walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith he is 
called to the Profeſſion of the Golpel,who doth nor intend 2nd endeavour by humili- 
ry, meekneſs, long ſuffering and forbearance of others in lovero keep the Unitic of 
the Spirit in the bond of Perce ; and whatſoever throughout the Scripture is com- 
manded concerning love (which is the great and new Commandment) and particu- 
larly in the 1 Epiſtle of Fohn, ir ecndes all ro oblige cur conſcience re this main 
duty of ſecking the Unitic of the Spirir amongſt Saints , and of keeping it in the 
bond of Peace : and if the Apoſtles words, Phy. 2.1, 2. be laid to heart , they will 
convince any man that hath any tceling of his duty in this martrer, If, ſaith he, there 
be any conlolation in Chriſt , if any comfort of Love, if any fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit , it any bowcls and mercies ; fulfill ye my joy,thar ye be like minded, having the 
ſame love,bcing, of one accord,of one mind, &c. intimating that withour the care of 
this duty ; all the joy and happineſs which Saints ought to turther in one another, is 
quite loſt and utterly made void ; which in theſe our dayes we kind experimentally ts 
be coo true, by reaſon of our diviſions and ſtrivings, for which rhe name of God is 
blaſphemed amongſt the adverſaries , and the Profeſſion of rhe truth amongſt our 
ſelves is diſhonoured, | | 
Now to remedy this great evil,and to remove the ſcandals a: ifing from thence,for 
which a wee is denounced and in ſome meaſure executed againſt us , the calie way 
which is ſuggeſted is,to ſet a toor a Religious Correſpondencie with Forrain Pro- 
teſtants ro carty on a Goſpel intereſt amongſt Chriſtians, nor by ſtrength or mighr, 
bur in a Goſpel way,by a triendly Correſpondencic and concurrence in Counſels; te / 
hold forth unanimouſly , the matters of Faith and Dof&rine wherein we all fully 
agree, and do own the ſame ſaving truths ; and to ſer a toor the Practice of the ſame 
Rules of duties by walking therein, to oppoſe ignorance and protanneſs , ro baniſh 
confuſion and diſorderlineis in wor(hip,and be no more ſtrangers to one anorhers con- 
diticn,bur to entertain a mutual Care {or each others good and the progreſs of the 

Goſpel in the world, to which eſt; Et a ferl:d correſpondencie upen Relig ious grounds 

and Principles; b:tween us and our neighbour P:oreftants, will be both an eafic and 

in Gods way-a powerfull nx ans; which Correſpcndencie may be thus contrived and 
brought about ; We forthwith intend a ſyſkeme or body of Divinity, wherein all the 

Engliſh writings of Praft'cal Divinity and Caſes of Conſcience th:all be digeſted in 

Engliſh and Latine , and we intend the intertainment of ſirange's in a Colledge 

here, from whence our Learning may be carricd toith in moſt Languages by tuch 

Students , and all good works adyanced by the ſame bands, to which we already 

find gicat forwaidns}s in this Nation, not only to Jabour in the work, but alf» to 
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contribuce in mater of charge ; Andof this Work in inſtiruring 8 Colledge pro- 
' pagand's bonis operibus "we thall give Advertiſment to our friends as occaſion 
preſents; nor duubring burſince rhe Lord hath given us in England ſuch a meaſure 
of light and Peace, butrhere will appear a ready heart amongſt our Nations for rhe 
rowhng away the reproach upon us,of having much of faith , and little of Works ; 
and from this Colledge and Truſtees abour this Work, we ſhall be ready.ro maintain 
ſuch Correſpondence with our Brethren beyond the Scas , thatthcy and we-may have 
cauſe to rejoyce , and our enemies ro mourn, and this cha!ge of Correſpondcncy 
fixed upon the Truſtces for the Work above ſaid, 8 

The incouragement of rhis Correſpondency intended, riſeth much from the un- 
fpeakable bleſſing hath ated that Letter and Epiſtle of the Saints, witnefle 
thoſe in the New Teſtament, what Luther, Calvin, and others have done thar 
way,and what dayly ſucceſs therein of Epiſtoling,there arc clouds of witnefles, 

For the preſent we judge it mcer, that what any Forrain Divine hath now to 
Communicate,might come either ro the Vice-Chancelour of rhe Univerfiry,, or 
the Miniſters fitting at White-hall weekly for approbation of Miniſters. . And theſe 
things we defire may be remembred ac home and abroad in the prayers of Gods peo- 
ple, that we may not make forteirure of our mercics by our ſloth and negligence, 
and fir down by the ſtarving fluggard with noz prtarerm, 
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Errata. 
JN the names ſubſcribed to the Latin Letter, read Hopfirrs, mem P. T. paſtor 
S chreſheimi. icem, Beilfteinenſis & Beilſteinenſi, ln the ſubſcription ro the Engliſh 
Letrer read Hopfiuis, & Schreſheum & Oren. 


IN the quotations of Scripture places, pag. 1. read in Margin, 1 Petey. pag. 2.n 
Margin read. Fohs 13.ibid. Fam.1.2.2. pag.4-lin. 39. read 17,3.pag.17.1in.36. read 
Luk? 24.47. p.21.1.35.1, 1 C07,6.20. p.37. LU £ Iſal.s 9. p.41, 1.37.1. D41,12.7. 


Inthe words of the diſcourſe pag.3.lin. 17, read mni/eſt my ſelf. pag.5.lin.z5. read 
P/ecognitions pag.6.lin.31.read man beads. ibid.lin.ult.read. thoſe pag, 3 4-lin.z1 ,read 
Diſputatians pag. 36, lin, 26. read pertaining pag. 37. lin.T5.rcad from my judgement, 
pag.42.lin,q read to oxe end.ibid. lin.15.rcad wc:fie pag.q4,lin.zs, read Parra, pag, 
45.lia,8,cead ths forraia p.46.1,26, read upon, reſiding, 
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